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INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

THE present volume is one of a series of selections from
the Punjab Government records which have been published
by the Punjab Government. The volumes constituting the
geries are—

The Delhi Residency and
Agency Records ... 1807-185%7, Volume I.

The Ludhiana Agency Records, 1808-1815, Volume IT.

The DPolitical Diaries of the
Resident at Lahore and his
Assistants ... 1846-1849, Yolumes
ITT—VI.
The Mutiny Records—Corres-
pondence and Reports ... 1857-1858,  Volumes
VII and VIII each
in two Parts.

It had been intended to issue further volumes also, dealing
with (a) the records of the Karnal, Ambala and Ludhiana
Agencies (including the despatches of Sir D. Ochterlony,
Superintendent of Political Affairs and Agent to the Gover-
nor-General at Ludhiana, and the diaries of his Assistant,
Captain G. Birch), 1816—1840 ; (b) the records of the North-
West Frontier Agency, 1840—1845, and (¢) those of the
Lahore Residency, 1846—1849 ; but it has been found neces-
sary on financial grounds to postpone the publication of
these further papers.

The material for the volumes issued has been preparéd
and put through the Press by Mr. A. Raynor, late Registrar
of the Punjab Civil Secretariat.

LAHORE :
December 1915.
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Toe papers in this volume are a selection frem the
Records of the Ludhidna Agency from 1808—1815, which
will be found in Books 1—15 of the old records of the
Punjab Sceretariat, original receipt letters being filed in one
serics of books and copies of issues in another. The period
to which the papers relate is that between the arrival of the
British at Ludhiina and the conclusion of the first Gurkha
campaign in June 1815, shortly after which (October 1815)
the head-quarters of the British representative in ihe
Punjab were transferred to Karndl.

In 1808 the Governor-General received intelligence
that the French designed the conquest of Kdbul and the
Punjab. The Government accordingly decided to despatch
Envoys to both Lahore and Kébul, Mr. C. T. Metcalfe being
selected to conduct the negotiations with Lahore and Mr.
Elphinstone those with Kdbul. In November 1808 the
Governor-General (Lord Minto) determined upon advancing
a detachment of British troops to the Sutlej to support the
British Envoy in his negotiations with the Lahore ruler and
effectually confine his dominion to the north of that river.
This force was placed under the command of Lieutenant-
Colonel D. Ochterlony, who was specially sclected for the
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cervien.  ITe erossed the Jamna on the 16th January 1809,
and on the 20th of the following month reached Ludhidna,
where he halted and strengthened his position.

Maharaja Ranjit Singh now saw the danger of further
protracting the ncgotiations which were being carried on
by Mr. Mectcalle, and, fecling that the British Governmeant
was in earnest and in no way to be turned from its resolution,
at length awoke to the neccessity of a speedy settlement with
that power. He accordingly withdrew his forces from the
Sutlej and relinquished the territories he had usurped, as re-
quired by the British authoritics. Finally, in April 1509, Mcr.
Metealfe concluded a treaty with Maharaja Ranjit Singh, hy
which that Chief relinquished for ever all supremacy over the
Cis-Sutlej Chicfs and all claims to the Cis-Sutlej Territory
which came under the protection of the British Government,
and a Proclamation of protcction against Lahore was issued
to the Cis-Sutlej Chicfs. It was arranged that Licufcnant-
Colonel Ochterlony should remain in Political and Military
charge at Ludhidna, being given a Persian Interpreter and
Assistant in the person of Captain K. Stuart. Captain
Stuart resigned his appointment in December 1809, and
was succeeded by Colonel Ochtferlony’s son, Mr. R. P.
Ochterlony.

In April 1810 Colonel Ochterlony was appointed
Agent to the Governor-General at Ludhidna, in subordina-
tion to the Resident at Delhi, through whom he corresponded
with Government. Captain G. Birch was at the samc
t{ime appointed Assistant to Colonel Ochterlony.

In .1811 a sccond Proclamation was issued to the Cis-
Sutlej Chiefs prohibiting mutual aggressions, and warning
them of the penalties to which violence and disturbance
would render them liable. In 1812 and 1813 we find the
Patiila State suffering from maladministration, the Kdbul
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Royal family taking-refuge in British Territory and the
Gurkhas commencing those encroachments which led
to military operations against them in 1814. Colonel
Ochterlony was given the command of one of the columns
opcrating against the Gurkhas, and during his absence
from Ludhiina his Assistant, Captain Birch, was entrusted
with the management of our relations with the Sikh States.
The despatches written by Colonel Ochterlony while on
active service are published in the Parliamentary Papers
respecting the Nepal war issued in 1824,

On the termination of the campaign, which resulted
in the expulsion of the Gurkhas from the hill territories
which they had usurped, Major-General Ochterlony returned
to his civil dutics at Ludhidna, and in June 1815 was vested
with control over the territory conquered from the Gurkhas,
his designation being altered to that of Superintendent of
Political Affairs and Agent to the Governor-General in the
territories of the Protected Sikh and Hill Chiefs between the
Jamna and the Sutlej. He was given two Assistants, viz.,
Captain G. Birch, stationed at Néhan, and Lieutenant R.
Ross, at Subithu., Mr. R. P. Ochterlony resigned about this
time and was succeeded by Lieutenant W. Murray, 1st
Native Infantry, who was appointed an Assistant to General
Ochterlony.

Major General Sir David Ochterlony, who had received
the thanks of Parliament and been gazetted a Knight
Commander of the Bath for his services against the Gurkhas,
remained at Ludhidna until October 1815, when, as already
mentioned, the office of the Superintendent of Political
Affairs and Agent to the Governor-General was transferred
to Karnil where it was located until March 1822, when it
was finally moved to Ambédla. During the last few months
of his stay at Ludhidna Sir David Ochterlony was engaged
under the directions of Government in the disposal and
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settlement of the hill distriets conquered from the Gurkhas.
The correspondence relating to the subjeet is very voluminous,
and it has been considered unnecessary to include it in this
volume. The arrangements for the accommodation of Shah
Shuja-ul-Mulk of Kdbul and the members of his family who
had taken refuge in Ludhidna also engaged Ochterlony’s
attention, and in November 1816 it was found necessary to
post an Assistant (Licutenant W. Murray) to Ludhidna to
look after the Kdabul Royal family and also hold charge of
the Treasury, Abkari Mahal and Police.
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CHAPTER I

—_—————————

1808-09.

Despatch of a force under Licutenant-Colone! D. Ochterlony to the confines of
the territory of Raja Ranjit Siugh—Instructions to Lieutenant-
Colonel Ochterlony as to the object of his deputation and the policy to
be observed towards the Sikh Chiefs desiring British protection—Loyal
Chiefs who joined Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony~—Intelligence from
the Punjab—Progress of the force under Lieutenant-Colonel Ochters
lony’s command—Restoration to the original holders of the usurpations
of Ranjit Singh—Unauthorized halt of Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony’s
force near Ludhiana—Arrival at Ludbiana—Desire of Chief of Jhind
for territory in exchange for Ludhiaua—Resources of Sikh Chiefs
Cis-Sutlej—Declaration of policy of Govermment towards Sikh
Chiefs —Censure passed on Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony for halting
his force, his resignation of his command and restoration to it —
Tenure of the post of Ludhiana—Intrigues of Raja Ranjit Singh with
the Mahrattas—Attack on Lieutenant White, Surveyor—Designs of
Ranjit Singh.

1. From N. B. Epxoxsroxe, Esquire, Secretary to Government,
to Lieut.-Colonel Ocnurerrozr,—dated Fort William, the
14th of November 1808. (Most secret).
Tue course of events and transactions at the Court of the Neecessity for
. . . d £
Rajah of Lahore having rendered it necessary to advance a ‘;o,“c‘;“fﬁ fhoa

detachment of troops towards the confines of that Clieftain’s Sutlel
1
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territory as well as to provide eventually for military arrange-
ments of a more extensive nature in the North-western
quarter of Hindoostan, and the dutics to be annexed to
the command of that detachment being of a delicate and
important character, requiring a combination of the talents
of the military profession with political qualifications, local
knowledge and experience, the interests of the public service
must materially depend upon the sclection of the oflizer to be
appointed to the commaud of that detachment; and the high
sense which Government entertains of your approved zeal,
judgment, and abilitics, alded to the advantages of your
professional talents, your military and political experience in
that quarter of India, and your intimate kncwledge of the
condition, interests and relations of the various petty States
situated between the Jumna and the Indus—renders the Right
Hon’ble the Governor-General in Council anxious to vest in
your hands the dutics connected with the command of the
proposed detachment. Ilis Lordship in Council therelore,
confidently trustine that your characteristic zeal for the
interests of the public service will induce you to undertake
with alacrity the execution of those important duties, has been
pleased to appoint you to the command of the proposed
detachment.

2. The service in question being of a nature peculiarly
urgent, I am directed to express to you the desire of the
Governor-General in Council that you will deliver over charge
of the garrison of Illahabad to the officer next in command,
and proceed with the utmost practicable expedition to Muttra
and to Delhi.

3. At one or other of those stations you may be expected
to meet His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, with whom
it is of importance that you should have an opportunity of
communicating, and a principal obhject of suggesting your
visit to Delhi is that you may be enabled to communicate
personally with the Resident and obtain access to all the
documents and correspondence connected with the objects of
the service on which you are to be employed.
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4. On your arrival at Delhi, you will receive the
instructions of Government for the guidance of your conduct
on all points connccted with the political branch of your
duties. On those exclusively of a military nature, you will
of course be furnished with the necessary orders by His
Excellency the Commander-in-Chicf.

5. I am directed to desire that in replying to this dis-
patch you will be pleased to specify the time you expect
to be enabled to reach the station of Muttra or Delhi.

6. I am further instructed to desire that you will
observe the utmost secrecy respecting the object of your
proceeding to Delhi,

2. From N. D. EpxoxsroNg, Lsquire, Secretary to Government,
to Licut.-Colonel Ocnrertovry—~daled IFort William, the
18th of November 1808,

Tue Rizht ITon’ble the Governor-General in Council,
having taken into consideration the allowances which you are
to draw while excreising the duties vested in you by the
resolution of Government communicated to you in my letter
of the 11th instant,! I'am directed to signify to you that the
arrangement therein described is not intended to affect the
salary which you at present receive as Commandant of
Illahabad or the civil allowance which you were authorized
to draw by the orders of Government of the 5th of June
1806, These you will continue to draw in addition to the
military allowances attached to the situation of an officer of
your rank on command; and, in consideration of the political
duties which the command of the proposed detachment is
expected to involve, the Governor-General in Council has
been pleased to grant to you a further allowance of five
hundred rupees per mensem to be included in the Durbar

accounts of the Resident at Delhi.

3 1 supras

Necessity for
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force to the
Sutlej.

Allowances to
be drawn by
Lieutenant-
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Ochterlony.
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3. I'vom N.DB. Epyoxsrose, Esquive, Sceretary to Government,
to A. Serox, Esquire, Lesident at Delli,—dated Iort
Willicm, the 25th of December 1808,

I ax dirccted to acknowledze the receipt of your
dispatches. In consequence of the information conveyed in
those dispatches, I now proceed to state to you the instructions
of Government for the rezulation of your proceedings in your
communications with the Sikh Chicefs on the subject of the
advance of the detachment formed at Kurnaul into their
country, in the event of any objection on the part of any of
those Chiefs arising, either from the oblizations which may
have been imposed upon them by Rajah Runjeet Sing during
his late expedition or from any other cause, observing, how-
ever, in the first instance, that, under all circumstances, it is
the intention of the Governor-General in Council not only
that the detachment now forming shall advance to the
proposed position, but that any number of troops that either
now or hereafter may be required to advance in that direction
shall proceed through the territory of those Chiefs.

2. No doubt can be enlertained that the Chiefs in

/ question are still anxious to be placed under the protection of
¢ the British Power. That the engagement concluded by the

Rajah of Puttecalah with Rajah Runjeet Sing, as well as
every other accommodation which the latter has been enabled

* to effect with the Sikh Chiefs on this side of the Sutledre,

has been compulsory would be evident from the nature of the
transaction, independently even of the distinet avowal to that
cffect which you have received from the Rajah of Puttecalah
and others. That avowal at the same time is advantaceous on
the present oceasion as a ground of assertion.  But, however
desirous the Rajah of Puttecalah may be to exchanze his
compulsory connection with the Rajah of Lahore—a connee-
tion which places him in a state of absolute subjection to the
latter—for the security and independence which he will
derive from the protection of the British Power, it may be
doubted whether he will at once throw off the mask and
yenounce his engagements with the Rajah of Lahore and
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openly and avowedly accept the protection of the British
Power; and the same observation is applicable to the other
Chiefs who have been compelled to acknowledge the sover-
eignty of Runjeet Sing.

3. At the moment when the Rajah of Lahore at the
head of a powerful army on this side of the Sutledge men-
aced the subjugation of these Chiefs, they would without
doubt readily have accepted the protection of the British
Government in whatever manner we might think proper to
afford it. But the immediate exigency being removed by the
Rajah’s retreat, the Rajah of Putteealah, if not the other Sikh
Chiefs, will probably object to the advance of our troops,
confident that the Rajah of Lahore will not venture to exer-
cise over them the rights of sovereignty under a declaration
on the part of the British Government that they are subject
to its protection, and, depending on the seasonable aid of that
Government in a future case of exigency, they may perhaps
be satisfied with that declaration and desire that the march
of our troops may be suspended until a renewal of aggression
on the part of the Rajah shall render it necessary.

4. At the time when they first solicited the protection
of the British Government against the apprehended designs
of the Rajah of Lahore, they were led with reluctance to
propose the advance of a limited number of troops, manifest-
ing under the pressure of that apprehension a jealousy of the
introduction of British troops into their country. They must
be expected therefore to be influenced in a greater degree by
that sentiment of jealousy now that the crisis of their danger
is past, in addition to which they may possibly desire to
preserve the appearance of fidelity to the engagements which
they have contracted with the Rajah by withholding their
avowed concurrence in an arrangement which would indicate
a direct violation of them; and this remark is especially
applicable to the Rajah of Putteealah, who has been compelled
to contract an alliance with the Rajah of Lahore under
circumstances of peculiar solemnity. This therefore is tho
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state of things for which it is necessary to provide, T have
alrcady signified to you the determination of Government
upon this question, and it only remains to suzgest the repre-
sentations with which the exceation is to be accompanicd.

5. It is obvious to remark that a reciprcity of
advantage must form the founlation of every arrangement
between a Government and its allics, its depondants or its
subjects. The second of these relations is that in which the
Sikh Chiefs are now placed towards the British Government,
and the preservation of their rights depends upon its
protection. The terms upon which that protection should
be extended to the party which solicits it may be a matter
of convention, but if offered on one side and ace-ptd on the
other without any corresponding demand or concession, the
protecting power has a right to preseribe the mode in which
its protection shall be exercised, provided that it involves no
injury to the acknowledged rights of the dependent State. At
the present moment the British Government demands no sac-
rifice on the part of the Sikh Chiefs for the protection which
they are anxious to sccure. But the protection of one State
by another, especially when arms and burthensome means
are to be employved, can never bz understood to be gratuitous,
and in cases where no specific remuneration is stipulated
a common interest must be presumed to form the induce-
ment to the particular measure, as well as to constitute the
foundation on which the general relations of protection and
dependance and the reciprocal claims of benefit derived from
them are established. In this particular instance the British
Government would be obviously divested of all interest in its
relation to the Sikh Chiefs, and no pretence of reciprocity
would rémain if measures were opposed which are essential to
the security of that Government, and at the same time not
only compatible with, but highly favourable to, the reasonable
views of the other party. Of this description of measures
unquestionably is the free introduction of our troops into the
territory of the Sikh Chiefs,—a measure necessary to the
efficiency of that protection which we have consented to
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afford them, and to the full attainment of the rec'proeal
benefits of the arrangement. This privilege therefore, which
is the more reasonable because the known principles of the
British Government and the experienced regularity and dis-
cipline of its troops must preclude all apprehension of injury
from the exercise of it, cannot be relinquished. It can be
resisted indeed only under the influence of that jealousy and
suspicion which are incompatible with a cordial union of
interests, or under the allegation of engagements admitted to
have been compulsory.

6. The British Government being resolved under any

Toliey to bo
observed
towards the
Sikl Chiefs
desiving the
protection of
the British
Government.

circumstances to preclude the extension of the Rajah of X

Lahore’s dominion on this side of the Sutledge, it cannot be
admissible to mnenace the refusal of our protection to the Sikh
Chiefs against the future aggressions of the Rajah as the
alternative of their opposition to the privilege which we claim,
but it may justly be observed that the British Government
can alone undertake the defence of the territories on this side
the Sutledge by actually advancing its troops to the frontier
and by possessing the means of forming any other military
arrangements in that direction that the exigency of which, or
prospective events, may appear to require.

7. In addition, however, to the arguments which the
preceding observations are intended to supply, the Governor-
General in Council deems it proper that, in the event to which
they are applicable of any of the Sikh Chiefs on this
side of the Sutledge making a show of adhering to Rajah\
Runject Sing or of their opposing or objecting to the advance
of our troops, you should state distinctly the plain and true
principle of the proposed system of proceeding, namely, that
the British Government does not admit of Rajah Runjeet

Sing’s extending his power beyond the Sutledge, and that those X

Chiefs who acknowledge his dominion on this side of that
boundary must be considered as openly counteracting the
views of this Government in a point equally essential to their
own security and the tranquillity of the British territories;
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that their conduct must therefore be considered as founded on
principles hostile to the British Government and as such

( must be controuled and may perhaps be resented Ly the
British Power.

8. The only real objection which the Sikh Chiefs on this
side of the Sutledge can reasonably be supposed to have to the
introduction of British troops into their territories is that
which originates in a sentiment of jealousy, which must neces-

7 sarily be overruled : such of those Chiefs (and especially the

Rajah of Puttecalah) who have been compelled to acknowledoe
the sovercignty of the Rajah of Lualore may be expected,
under the double influcnce of that sentiment and of a desire
ostensibly to maintain the faith of their compulsory obligations,
to withhold a direct acquicscence in the proposed measure,
but without any diminution of their solicitude to sccure the
protection of this Government against future aggressions.
It is highly improbable, however, that they should attempt
to oppose any serious obstacle to the advance of the troops,
or that the Rajah of Puttecalah should venture to resist or
should desire to obtain the support of the Rajah of Lakore
in resisting the establishment of a military post within the
territory subject to his authority; but, in whatever degree
they may appear indisposed to the prosecution of the intended
system of measures, it will be proper that you should distinctly
state to them the principles and arguments above desceribed
and give them to understand that no considerations will
induce the British Government to abandon the policy which
it has now resolved to adopt.

9. According to the resolution now adopted, Iis Excel-
lency the Commander-in-Chief will be immediately requested
to order the advance of the detachment whenever it may
be prepared to proceed without reference to the declared
sentiments of the Chiefs through whose territories it will
have occasion to pass. At the same time from the tenor of
this dispatch you will judge the intention of Government to
be that every effort should be employed to reconcile those
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Chiefs to the measures in progress and to induce them to
afford every accommodation and facility to the march of the
troops, assuming in your communications with them, as the
fundamental principle and object of the arrangement, the
combination of their interest with those of the British power
and the protection of their rights and territories agains

aggression on the part of Rajah Runjeet Sing or any other
power, and you will be enabled to hold out a powerful
inducement to their voluntary acquiescence in the advance
of the troops by referring to the resolution of Government
to require the evacuation of the places which Runjeet Sing
has occupied on this side the Sutledge and to restore them to
their original possessors.

10. You will be pleased to conduct all your proceedings
connected with the measures now in agitation in concert
and communication with His Excellency the Commander-in-
Chief, to whose suggestions and advice on all points you
will consider it your duty to attend. A copy of this dispatch
will be immediately transmitted to His Excellency for his
information, and the Governor-General in Council will at the
same time communicate to His Excellency the sentiments and
wishes of Government on the measures to be pursued with
respect to those places on this side of the Sutledge which have
been lately seized and are at present occupied by the troops of
the Rajah of Lahore.

4. From N.B. Ebpnonsronz, Esqusire, Secretary to Government,
to Lieut.-Colonel OcarERLONY,~dated Fort William, the

29th of December 1808,

AGREEABLY to the intimation ocontained in my letter of
the 14th ultimo ! to your address, I now proceed, under the
direction of the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General in
Council, to communicate to you such instructions as are
considered to be necessary for the guidance of your conduct on
points connected with the political branch of the duties of
your present employment.

2 1 supra.
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2. Of the state of affairs as connected with the pro-
ceedings of the Rajah of Lahore and of the views and
intentions of Government with respect to the Rajah and to
the other Sikh Chiefs, you will have obtained the completest
information from the documents to which you will have had
access at Delhi. It is unnecessary therefore to convey to you
any communications on those points in the present dispatch.

8. It is obviously impossible to provide specifically for
the various events which may occur in the quarter in which
you are now to be employed, and it will therefore at present be
sufficient to explain the general objects to which your atten-
tion is to be directed according to the spirit of the views and
intentions of Government as fully described in my dispatches

to the Resident at Delhi and to the Envoy to the Court of
Lahore.

4. The Governor-General in Council being satisfied not
only that no essential advantage is now to be derived from the
residence of an Envoy on the part of Government at the
Court of the Rajah of Lahore, but that under present circum-
stances his continuance is calculated to produce inconvenience
and embarrassment, has resolved to withdraw the Mission
when the intended military post near the Sutledge shall have
been established by means of the detachment placed under
your command, and the necessary instructions upon this
subject will be immediately issued to Mr. Metcalfe. When
Mr. Metcalfe shall have withdrawn, your local situation near
the frontier of that country will be favourable to the conduct
of any communications with the Court of Lahore or with any
of the Chiefs and subjects of that State which the course of
events and transactions may render necessary, and in that
situation you will probably have the means of watching the
proceedings of the Rajah of Lahore and of acquiring intelli-
gence of any transactions and occurrences in that quarter of
which the knowledge may be of importance to the British
interests. It is proper at the same time to notice that, as the
duties now described are conmsidered, from the convenience of
your local position, as incidental to your present command, so,
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if evente should require an increase of force to such an extent
as must necessarily place the command of the troops in the
hands of an officer of a rank superior to yours, the political
branch of the duties (just alluded to) will devolve of course,
as being naturally attached to the command of the troops, on
that officer.

5. The Rajah of Lahore will be apprized that you are
instructed to receive any communications he may wish to
make to this Government when Mr. Metcalfe shall have
quitted his Court, and to address any representations to him
which the state of affairs may appear to require. The Gov-
ernor-General in Council having now no immediate object in
view at that Court, such communications must be incidental,
and consequently cannot form a subject of specific instruction
at the present moment ; and any propositions which you may
receive from the Rajah of Lahore must of course be referred
to the consideration of the Governor-General in Council.
You will collect from the documents to which you will have
had access that Government, although at present desirous
of maintaining the relations of amity with the Rajah of
Lahore, is anxious to avoid incurring any obligation which
might embarrass the prosecution of any system of measures
eventually dictated by the exigency of the public interests.
In any communications therefore which you may eventually
hold with the Court of Lahore you will be careful to with-
hold any declarations or professions of a nature to impose
such obligations on the British Government. This precau-
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amicable disposition towards the State of Lahore.

6. Your situation will probably enable you to acquire
information regarding the nature and resources of the country
of the Punjaub in a military point of view, the temper and
disposition of its Chiefs and inhabitants, and other subjects of
a military and political nature in that direction ; and you will
accordingly consider it an object of your attention to obtain
information on points of this description.
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7. 'The spirit of disaffection to the person and govern-
ment of Rajah Runjeet Sing among his subjects and
dependent Chiefs renders it probable that you may receive,
from persons of that description whose possessions are situated
beyond the Sutledge, propositions of attachment to the British
Government in a sense adverse to the interests of the Rajah,
and even of direct revolt. On such occasions, if they should
arise, it will be advisable to decline any present acquiescence
in propositions of that tendency, without excluding, however,
the possibility that future events may render them acceptable.
You will, however, at the same time refer any propositions of
that nature to the consideration of the Governor-General in
Council.

8. You will observe from the tenor of my dispatch to
the Resident at Dclhi of the 26th instant, ! which Mr. Seton
will communicate to you, that Government has taken into
consideration and provided for the effects of the compulsory
engagement lately exacted by Rajah Runjeet Sing from the
Rajah of Puttcealah and other Sikh Chiefs on this side of the
Sutledge, and that the late transactions will not be allowed to
affect the operation of the resolution, which, previously to a
knowledge of them, Government had adopted of assumin g the
protection of the Chiefs in question. On the other hand, it
cannol be supposed that these Chiefs will be unwilling to
accept that protection, although, for the reasons stated in my
dispatch to Mr. Seton, they may be averse to the advance of
the British troops into their territory. But the interest
which they naturally have in preferring a dependence upon
the British power to a state of submission to the sovereignty
of the Rajah of Lahore precludes all apprehensions that
the sentiments of jealousy and suspicion at the introduction
of our troops into their territory will supersede those of
attachment to the power which protects them. At the same
time it will obviously form an essential part of your duty to
maintain towards these Chiefs a system of conduct calculated
to convince them of the groundless nature of these sentiments,

1 8 supra,
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and to lead them to appreciate the full benefit of our
protection without considering as burthensome or injurious
the mode in which this Government thinks proper to afford it.

9. The benefit which the British Government is to
expect from the present system of ite declared relation to the
Chiefs on this side of the Sutledge is to secure the advantages,
facilities and resources of the country in the prosecution of
any military arrangements and operations that events may
render necessary, and to substitute a connection with a con-
federacy of Chiefs rendered grateful by benefits and attached
to us by the ties of mutual interest for the vicinity of
an independent and ambitious military power. With this
view, an indulgent attention to the interests and concerns of
these Chiefs, a cautious forbearance from any measures and
proceedings calculated to excite their apprehensions and alarm
their suspicions, to invade their rights or to offend their
prejudices, are important points of policy.

10. It will be necessary at a future time to determine
with more precision than is at present practicable the exact
nature of the relations of protection and dependence which
shall be permanently established between the British Gov-
ernment and the Chiefs, and you are desired to furnish
Government with all the information that you can collect
applicable to this question, and to communicate such opinions
upon the subject as are suggested to you by local observation.
In the meantime, while you will assure them merely of present
protection against Rajah Runjeet Sing and of the resolution
of Government to divest him of his recent usurpations
on this side of the Sutledge, it will be proper to intimate
to them, 1st, that their cordial and active co-operation will be
required for the defence of their country both now and in the
event of any future invasion of it, against which it may be
thought proper to employ British troops ; and, 2ndly, that no
subsidy or pecuniary contribution will be demanded for our
aid on the present occasion. But this last intimation must be
conveyed in such terms as not to preclude us from requiring
at any future time, if it should be thought expedient, that

.
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they should contribute to the expense of any expedition to be
undertaken by this Government for the defence and protection
of their country.

11. In the condition of dependence in which these
Chiefs will now be placed towards the British Government
they may be expected to refer the adjustment of their
concerns collectively or relatively to one another to the power
which protects them. With regard to all questions of this
nature, or in any manner affecting the interests of these Chiefs,
or, as connected with them the interests of the British

‘Government, it will of course be necessary that you should act

in concert and communication with the Resident at Delhi.
You will be pleased, however, to correspond directly with the
Political Department of this Government as well as with the
Resident at Delhi, transmitting to the latter copies of your
dispatches to the former, and you will convey to Government
regular reports of the progress and proceedings of the detach-
ment under your command as well as of all transactions of a
political nature.

12. You will observe from the dispatch to Mr. Seton,
to which I have referred in the 8th paragraph, that the
detachment will eventually be employed in resuming the
conquests made by Rajah Runjeet Sing on this side of the
Sutledge during his late expedition, and that you will receive
instructions from His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief
regarding the operations of the detachment in the accom-
plishment of that object.

18. You will of course convey to the Commander-in-
Chief also regular reports of the progress and proceedings of
the detachment. During His Excellency’s continuance in a
position which may enable him to superintend the affairs of
that quarter, the Resident at Delhi will be instructed to
communicate to His Excellency your reports to Government
on all pointe of a political nature, and you will consider it your
duty to attend to any suggestions that you may receive from
His Excellency on points of that nature,
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14. One object of your attention should be to take
advantage of the movement of the detachment and of your
local situation in the country of the Sikhs to obtain accurate
information regarding the disposition, character, condition and
military strength of the several Chiefs and the mode in which
their power might be advantageously combined in any system
of defensive arrangement against an invading enemy, or of
military operations, if the conduct of the Rajah of Lahore
should compel us to prosecute hostilities against him.

16. Until Mr. Metcalfe’s departure from the Court of
Lahore you will maintain a regular correspondence with him,
and you will receive from him the communication of any
occurrences and transactions of which it may be expedient
that you should be apprized.

16. You are authorized to entertain such an establish-
ment of moonshees, writers and servants as may be necessary
to enable you to conduct the duties of your situation,
tranemitting a statement of it for the confirmation of
Government.

5. From N.B. Epmonsrone, Esquire, Secretary to Government,
to A. Seron, Esquire, Resident at Delhi,—dated Fort
William, the 29th of December 1808,

I au directed to transmit to you the enclosed dispatch to
the address of Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony, and to request
that it may be forwarded to him. A copy of it is also
enclosed for your information and guidance.

2. You will observe that Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony
is referred to you for a communication of the instructions
issued to you under date the 26th instant, and you will
accordingly be pleased to allow him access to my dispatch of
that date or to transmit to him a copy of it, if he should not
be at Delhi.

3. That part of the enclosed instructions to Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Ochterlony which prescribes the nature of the
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Sutledge is intended to provide for the case of his being in a
situation to communicate personally with those Chiefs or with
the agents whom they may place in attendance on him during
his employment with the detachment. In the meantime it
may be proper that you should make the same communications
to the Vakeels of the Sikh Chiefs who may reside at Delhi, or
directly by letter to the Chiefs themselves, if you should judge
it expedient with a view to satisfy them regarding the views
and intentions of the British Government.

4. Although the destination of the detachment proceed-
ing towards the Sutledge necessarily required that Lieutenant-
Colonel Ochterlony should be authorised to communicate with
the Sikh Chiefs, you will observe that he is directed to
conduct any intercourse he may have with them in concert and
communication with you, and you will accordingly be pleased
to maintain a regular correspondence with that officer and
afford him the benefit of your judgment and opinions on all
points in any manner affecting the interests of those Chiefs,
or, as connected with them, the interests of the British
Government.

6. You will further observe that Lieutenant-Colonel
Ochterlony is directed to transmit to you copies of all his
dispatches to this Government, Agreeably to the intimation
contained in the 13th paragraph of the enclosed document, you
will be pleased to communicate copies of those dispatches to
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief.

6. You will further observe that Government has
deferred to a future time the determination of the precise
nature of the relations which shall be permanently established
between the British Government and the Chiefs on this side of
the Sutledge, and that Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony has been
instructed to furnish Government with all the information he
can collect applicable to this question, and to state his opinion
upon the subject, derived from local observation. The
Governor-General in Council is desirous of receiving from you
& similar report, and you will accordingly be pleased to convey
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to Government the result of your deliberation on this impor-
tant question, accompanied with such detailed information as
you may possess or may be able to acquire on points connected
with it as may serve to aid the judgment of the Governor-
General in Council on the subject.

7. Tam directed to take this opportunity of transmit-
ting to you the enclosed copy of my dispatch to Lieutenant-
Colonel Ochterlony of the 18th ultimo, * from which you will
observe that the Governor-General in Council has been pleased
to grant to that officer an allowance of 500 rupees per
mensem payable from the Treasury at Delhi, which sum
you will accordingly be pleased to pay to Lieutenant-Colonel
Ochterlony monthly from the period of his assuming the
command of the detachment and include the charge in your
Durbar accounts.

—_—

6. From A. Serovn, Esquire, Resident at Dehls, to N. B.
Epmonsrone, Esquire, Secretary to Government in the
Political Department, Fort William,=—dated Dehli, the
11th of Januazxy 1809,

I mavE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
dispatch of the 26th ultimo, ? with its enclosures, signifying
the sentiments of Government regarding the march about to
proceed towards the Sutledge and the expediency of speedily
resuming the late usurpations of Runjeet Sing on the left
bank of that river.

2. The dispatch in question reached me yesterday, and,
in conformity to the orders which it contained, I immediately
forwarded to Lahore the letter of instructions addressed to Mr.
Metcalfe, I also transmitted a copy of those instructions to
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, accompanied by a
letter from myself to his address, a copy of which I have the
honor to enclose.

1 2 supra.
* 3 supra.
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8. In explanation of such part of that letter as relates
to my sense of the expediency of authorising the advance of
the detachment as soon as it is in a state of complete prepara-
tion, it may be neccssary to observe that, in taking the liberty

most respectfully to offer that opinion for the consideration of

His Excellency, I was no less guided by what appeared to me
to be the intentions of Government than by an attentive
observation of the present state of affairs at Lahore, and by
the general expectation entertained by natives of all descrip-
tions in this quarter. The communications and requisitions
made to Runjeet Sing are well known to them, and I am
persuaded that long hesitation on our part, notwithstanding
non-compliance on his, would make an unfavorable impression.
Runjeet Sing himself, who evidently seeks procrastination,
might be encouraged, by long delay, to deviate from that
unconditional compliance which he has promised, and even to
determine upon actual resistance. This in my humble opinion
would be unfavorable, as, after having had recourse to actual
hostilities, a cordial reconciliation on his part might be
rendered more difficult than ever. It is therefore not with the
view of preventing that crisis, but of preventing it in a
manner which shall evince the decided superiority of the power
of the British Government that I have hazarded the opinion,
the grounds of which it is the object of the present remarks
most respectfully to explain. It may further be observed that,
in the event of Runjeet Sing's having it really in contempla-
tion to resist, longer delay would give him the means of
making with his subordinate Surdars those arrangements
which could alone enable him to undertake with effect a
mischievous and predatory warfare; while from the British
Government being now at peace with all the Native powers,
and from the most perfect tranquillity prevailing in every part
of its dominions, no moment could be more favorable than the
present for enabling it to direct its whole and undivided force
against Runjeet Sing, and thereby to evince to him, at once,
the folly of seeking to resist the fair and reasonable expostula-
tions of that Government on the subject of his unwarrantable
conduct and his oppressive usurpations at the expense of
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those whom it considers itself bound to protect. It appears
worthy of remark, and may perhaps be regarded as an index
of Runjeet Sing’s real intentions, that, notwithstanding his
late milder language to Mr. Metcalfe, it does not appear that
he has yet taken a single step either for the discontinuance
of his military preparations or for the evacuation and restis
tution of the places seized by him on the left bank of the Sut-
ledge during his late expedition. Under these circumstances,
be cannot be surprised at the advance of a British detachment
towards his frontier for the mere purpose of eventually acting
in a country to which he has no rightful claim, but without
any hostile intention against Ats domintons properly so

called.

4. As ] considered it desirable that intelligent Vackeels
on the part of the petty Sikh Chiefs on this side of the Sutledge
should accompany the detachment for the purpose of main-
taining a friendly intercourse between the Commanding
Officer and their masters, and as most of the Chiefs in
question had two Vackeels at Dehli, I deemed it expedient to
direct the most intelligent of them to proceed to Kurnaul and
to accompany Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony on his advancing
from thence, which they accordingly did. I think it likely
that on the detachment moving into the Sikh country the
presence of these persons will be found useful.

5. The latest intelligence from Mr. Metcalfe is that of
the 30th ultimo, the nature of which is already known to His
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. I shall make it an
invariable rule to communicate to His Excellency without
delay such information as may reach me respecting the state
of matters at Lahore.

6. It were almost superfluous to add an assurance that
the most prompt and implicit attention shall be paid by me to
such instructions and suggestions as I may receive from His
Excellency, and that upon this important occasion it shall be
my unceasing endeavour to give in every respect the fullest
and most efficient effect to the plans and orders of Govern-
ment, '
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7. From the Assistant Adjutant-General to Lieut.-Colonel
Ocnrerrozr, Commanding a Deluchment,—dated Head
Quarters, Camp Dowlutpur, Zillah Seharunpoor, the 12th
January 1809.

Tae Commander-in-Chief deeming it advisable from
the tenor of the communication received by you from Mr.
Metcalfe, Envoy at Lahore, under date the 5th instant, that a
detachment under your command should be ordered to advance,
I am directed by His Excellency to forward the following
instructions for your guidance :—

1. Having crossed the Jumna in obedience to Colonel
Marshall’s orders, with the 4th Regiment of Cavalry and the
2nd Infantry Brigade, cousisting of the 2nd Battalion 10th,
1st Battalion 23rd, and 1st Battalion 27th, and detail of
Pioneers under Lieutenant Hay, you will proceed with all
convenient expedition, with the detachment under your
command, to the vicinity of Putteealah by such route as you
may judge best.

2. On receipt of this letter you will be pleased to take
measures for obtaining correct information respecting the
force belonging to Rajah Runjeet Sing of Lahore, which has
been for some time past at Umballa.

8. In the event of those troops being still at Umballa,
His Excellency desires you will require the person in
command of them to return across the river Sutledee, and in
the event of his non-compliance with your requisition, the
Commander-in-Chief desires that you will use your best
endeavours for expelling them from the country between the
Jumna and Sutledge rivers, provided you shall be satisfied
from the information you may obtain that the force placed
under your command is fully adequate to this service. But in
the event of your being of a different opinion, His Excellency
desires you will halt in a convenient situation and make
application to Colonel Marshall, Commanding at Chilkanah,
to advance with the force under his command for the purpose
of accomplishing the objects of these instructions,
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4. 1In the event of your receiving information that the
troops of Rajah Runjeet Sing have retired from Umballa for
the purpose of repassing the Sutledge, you will be pleased to
send a sufficient patrol for the purpose of satisfying yourself
as to the correctness of such information.

5. His Excellency desires you will correspond daily
with Mr. Metcalfe, with Head Quarters, and with Colonel
Marshall, and that you will not advance beyond the vicinity
of Putteealah unless particularly urged to do so by Mr.
Metcalfe, with whose requisitions in such cases His Excel-
lency desires you will comply, but on po account to pass
the Sutledge without further orders from Head Quarters.

6. His Excellency desires you will lay a dawk, with
Rurkaras at each stage, upon the route of your march, in
communication with the dawk at Chilkanah.

7. You aré to proceced with supplies sufficient for the
consumption of your detachment for a week, and always to

keep up that quantity as far as may be practicable by

purchase.

8. Whenever supplies in sufficient quantities can be
procured from other sources by the aid of such bazars as
may be in readiness to accompany the detachment, the store
above mentioned is not to be resorted to. In failure of other
supplies, the requisite quantity is to be issued to the regi-
mental or battalion bazars, to be retailed to the troope at the
current price of the country, unless that price should be at any
time less than 20 seers of atta for the rupee, when it is to
be supplied at that rate, 20 seers per rupee, to the troops.

9. His Excellency desires you will cause the detachment
to move as lightly equipped as may be practicable consistently
with the comfort of officers and troops, and that you will take
with you such a small supply only of public money as may be
necessary for any probable expenditure on the public account.

10. The Commander-in-Chief desires you will ascertain,’

previous to your march, that the requisite provision of every
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kind has been properly made in the department of the Grain
Agent, and those of the Agent and contractors for public
cattle, and for victualling the European troops.

11. His Excellency relies on your preserving the most
perfect discipline and good order in the detachment under
your command, and desires you will exert your own utmost
endeavours to conciliate the Chiefs and inhabitants of the
country in which you may be employed, and require officers
and men under your command to aid and assist you in those
endeavours.

12. The Commander-in-Chief requests you will forward
to Head Quarters a present state return of your detachment as
soon as practicable after passing the Jumna.

18. The Commander-in-Chief requests you will address
friendly letters to the several Sikh Chieftains possessing the
countries through which you may pass or adjacent to your
route, informing them of the march of your detachment and
requesting their assistance in furnishing all requisite supplies.

14. His Excellency directs me to refer you to the
instructions already forwarded to your address under date the
25th ultimo, and to desire that you will consider them still in
force and act accordingly in every case not otherwise provided
for in the subsequent instructions or orders.

8. From A. Serown, Esquire, Resident at Dehli, to Lieutenant-
Colonel D, Ocarerconr, Commanding a Detachment on the
North-West Frontiery—~dated Dehli, tie 12th January
1809.

By last night’s dawk I had the honor to forward to you
a political dispatch of the 26th ultimo from Mr. Scecretary
Edmonstone to your address.

2. In conformity to the orders of Government, I now
have the honor to transmit to you a copy of a dispatch of the
same date ! from Mr. Secretary Edmonstone to my address, on

1 8 supra.
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the subject of our political relations with the Sikh Chiefs Policy to be

\X between the Jumna and the Sutledge, and the line of conduct ::vsve::fthe

which it is the intention of the British Governmeunt to observe Sikh Chiefs

bet the
towards them. . Jumna and
8. With reference to such part of the instructions the Sutlej.

contained in the 11th paragraph of Mr. Edmonstone’s letter to
your address as relates to myself, I beg leave to assure you
that I shall consider it as a most pleasing and important part
of my duty to communicate with you in the most unreserved
manner on the subject of your political negotiation, and to
furnish you as speedily as possible with copies of any of the
records of the Residency which you may be pleased to apply
for or which from my knowledge of their tenor may appear to
me to contain information which may be eventually useful to
you.

4. Being of opinion that your being attended by such
Vackeels on the part of those Chiefs as, from their general
intelligence as well as from their knowledge of our character
and our manner of conducting business, may eventually be of
service in enabling you to keep up a friendly intercourse with
their masters, I thought it expedient, some time ago, to direct
the Vackeels of the Chiefs in question to proceed to Kurnaul
to join you there, and accompany you when you should
advance towards Putteealah, which they accordingly did. I
at the same time communicated information of the measure
to the Chiefs and explained the object and motives thereof.
I understand the Vackeels have now joined you in camp. A
list of their names is transmitted herewith. As they have
long resided at Dehli, I am persuaded that their zeal and
exertions will acquire additional animation from their personal
knowledge of you, and from those feelings of respect and
attachment which that knowledge is calculated to inspire.

5. Having been instructed by Government to furnish
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief with an accurate list
of the places seized by Runjeet Sing between the Jumna x
and the Sutledge during his late expedition, I transmitted to
Head Quarters the most accurate account which I could
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obtain. A copy of it accompanies this letter. Being diffi-
dent, however, a8 to its complete accuracy, I have requested
Mr. Metcalfe to transmit to His Excellency as perfect a
list as may be procurable.

9. From A. Serow, Esquire, Resident at Dehli, to N. B, Ebxo~-
sron8, Esquire, Secretary to Government in the Political
Department, Fort William,—dated the 15th of January
1809,

I mave this day been informed on the part of His
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief that he had authorized
the immediate advance of the detachment under the command
of Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony, His Excellency at the
same time acquainted me that the advance had been
authorized at the recommendation of Mr. Metcalfe, and that
gentleman had informed him that Runjeet Sing had actually
dispatched orders to withdraw the detachment of his troops
from Umballa,—a circumstance which leads me to conclude
that the intelligence stated in the Putteealah newspaper of the
9th instant, to which I adverted in my letter of yesterday to
the Military Secretary to the Commander-in-Chief (a copy of
which accompanied my letter of the same date to your
address), was well founded. '

2. I this day received a letter from Rajah Bhaug
Sing communicating his arrival at Kurnaul and asking me
whether I would advise him to proceed to Dehli according to
his original plan, or to repair to Colonel Ochterlony. As it
forcibly struck me that, under existing circumstances, the
presence of the Rajah would be much more useful with the
detachment under Colonel Ochterlony than at Dehli, I
recommended to him to join that officer without delay. A
copy and translation of my letter to him upon this occasion
are transmitted enclosed.

3. T also have the honor to enclose a copy and translation
of a letter which, with reference to the present state of affairs,
I have this day addressed to Rajah Saheb Sing of Putteealah,
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Ex~crosuvre (1) To 9.

Translation of a letter from the Resident at Dehli to Rajah
Brave Sine, written the 15th January 1809.

I BAVE just received your friendly letter acquainting me
that you had proceeded to Kurnaul in the hope of meeting
Colonel Ochterlony, but that, on your arrival there, you found
he had left that place and repaired to Chilkanah, and you
conclude by asking whether it would be advisable that you
should proceed to Chilkanah to meet Colonel Ochterlony, or
that you should come to Dehli.

After your late long journeys, it gives me sincere pleasure
to find that you are in good health and have reached Kurnaul
in safety. I know your merits, and am a sincere well-wisher
to you and yours.

You ask me whether I would advise you to proceed to
Colonel Ochterlony or to repair to me at Dehli., My friend,
you must be sensible that nothing could give me greater
pleasure than to see you; but, as a desire to gratify one’s self
must ever give way to public business and to a sense of
propriety, and as upon the present occasion your being with
Colonel Ochterlony, who, as well as myself, is an old friend of
yours, appears to me to be desirable, I think it best to deny
myself the pleasure of secing you at Dehli and to recommend
to you to join Colonel Ochterlony. You must have a perfect
recollection of the representations which you repeatedly made
to me in March last when at Dehli, and must be convinced
that the first and immediate object of the measures now
adopting by the British Government is the security and
preservation of yourself, Rajah Saheb Sing, Bhye Laul Sing
and the other Sikh Surdars on this side of the Sutledge, who
have deserved well of that Government. It is, therefore,
highly proper that you should accompany Colonel Ochterlony
when he proceeds towards the Sutledge with the detachment
which is now about to march for your benefit. I recommend
to you, therefore, to proceed to him as speedily as possible.

4
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Should you have anything to communicate to me, I
request that you will state it in a letter and deliver to Colonel
McGrath, by whom it will be forwarded to me. Whatever 1t
be, you will of course make it known to Colonel Ochterlony
when you reach his camp. With him you should have no
reserve. I enclose a letter, which I request you will present
to him on your arrival.

I sincercly wish you a safe journey and a speedy and
happy meeting with Colonel Ochterlony.

P. §.—When you see or write to your son Koor Pertaub
Sing, I request to be remembered to him in the kindest
manner. I hope he has not forgotten me. I recollect with
great pleasure our late meeting at Dehli.

Excrosure (2) 10 9.

Translation of a letter written on the 15th January 1809 by the
Resident at Dehli, to Rajah SangB Sing of Putteealah.

(After the usual complimentary exordium.)

On the 14th of this month I acknowledged a letter
from you which reached me on the preceding day. You will
no doubt have received it. Your proved attachment to the
British Government is well known to its rulers, and is a
source of great gratification to them. They will ever take
the most lively interost in your safety and welfare. It is
known to all that, in conformity to this sentiment, the
principal object of the measure now carrying into effect by
that Government is the maintenance of the security and
prosperity of yourself, Rajah Bhaug Sing, Bhye Laul Sing
and other Sikh Chiefs on this side of the Sutledge, who have
claims on its protection. This being the case, there cannot be
& doubt that when Colonel Ochterlony proceeds towards the
Sutledge with a detachment assembled for your preservation

‘fyou will evince the most unequivocal marks of zealous and

unalterable attachment of the British Government,

Continue to consider me as your friend, and to rejoice me
with good accounts of yourself.
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10. From LieutenantsColonel D. Ocurerionr, Commanding a
Detachment on the North-West Frontier, to N, B. EbMox-
sronE, Esquire, Secretary to Government sn the Political
Department, Fort Willsam,—No. 1, dated Camp Dadoo-
pore, 4 miles north of Booreah, west bank of the Jumna,
the 16th of January 1809,

I BAVE the honor to acquaint you, for the information of
the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General in Council, that in
consequence of orders from His Excellency the Commander-in-
Chief I marched this morning with the force under my
command from Chilkanah and crossed the Jumna at a very
fine ford about five miles above Booreah and am now encamped
on the western bank of the Jumna.,

2. I have just received a visit from the Dewan of
Bugwan Sing of Booreah, accompanied by the nephew of the
latter, a boy of about ten years of age, who delivered me a
letter from his uncle expressive of his high satisfaction that
the British Government has assumed the protection of the
country, and assuring me that he should soon seck a personal
interview, though recent circumstances had compelled him
to submit to a temporising policy, and he now was with
Mohkum Sing on the west bank of the Sutledge at Philour
or Ludeeana Ghaut. Goordut Sing writes me from his place,
Ladooah, where he arrived two days since, in terms of friend-
ship, but seems to entertain expectations and refers me for
information to a Vakeel who will hereafter attend.

3. Rajah Bhaug Sing is on his way to join me from
Kurnaul,

4. Bhunga Sing, and Cheyn Sing, the Dewan of Sahib
Sing, are reported to have left Putteealah, and I think it
improbable that any Chief on this side of the Sutledge can be
80 blind to his own interest as to embrace the cause of
Runjeet in any determination he may have formed to resist
the British power; nor would it perhaps be either politic or
just in this early stage to consider men as his adherents who
are merely associated from necessity.

5. Time and information will disclose those who are
cordially attached, if any are so, and till then I shall consider
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afl as friends, observing in a military point of view every
Pprecaution,

6. I have issued the most positive orders against
plundering, and shall take the utmost care that their
prejudices are not offended.

7. With many I am personally acquainted, and I am

persuaded they are generally so well informed of my
disposition and character as to know that I will not encourage
false hopes or groundless pretensions, nor attempt to allure
by false promises.
- 8. It appears to me, however, as a very probable event
that the Rajah of Lahore may descend from the high tone he
originally assumed, and so far perceive his true interest as to
make a voluntary offer of the principal and original objects
of Mr. Metcalfe’s mission unclogged and unembarrassed by
any stipulations. Should his jealousy, yielding to apprehension
or converted into confidence in the known good faith of the
British Government, induce him to solicit those points which
he would not at first concede, I beg to be informed if such
proposals are also to be referred for the decision of the Right
Hon’ble the Governor-General, or whetber I am authorized
to form any treaty, and on what basis.

9. I bave just received the directions of Colonel Mar-

shall, under the orders of His Excellency the Commander-in-
Chief, to halt on the ground till further orders.

11. From Lieutenant-Colonel D. Ocurerroxr, Commanding
a Detachment on the North-West Frontier, to N. B. Ev-
MoNsToNE, Esquire, Secretary to Guvernment in the
Secret, Political and Foreign Department, Fort TWil-
liam,~—No. 2, dated Camp Dadoopore, west bank of the
Jumna, the 18th of January 1809.

IN continuation of my letter under date the 16th instant,?

I have now the honor to inform you that the Vakeel of

Goordut Sing, Ladooah, arrived yesterday in my camp, but

has not yet entered into any explanation of his master’s

views or intentions.
3 10 supra.
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2. It cannot have escaped the recollection of the Right
Hon’ble the Governor-General that the hostile conduct of
this Chief and his avowed enmity to the British name
and Government occasioned his expulsion from Kurnaul and
the small district of Junjana in the Dooab, and that in a
conference with Mr. Metcalfe he is declared by the Rajzh
of Lahore to be “regarded as a Father’” TUnder these
circumstances it is unlikely that Goordut Sing should be
influenced by any motive but self-interest to co-operate with
a British force, and in as far as his possessions are on
this side of the Sutledge that self-interest is evidently in
our favor.

3. This Chief, however, in common with many others
who have been considered friends, and some who bave received
large grants from the British Government (Bhye Lall Sing
and Rajah Bhaug Sing), has benefited very considerably by
the encroachments of Runjeet Sing, and, though his Vakeel
has not yet entered on the real objects of his mission, I am
fully convinced that he will solicit a confirmation of the
grants which have been made to him by that Chief, either
as a gratuitous reward, a refaining fee, or under certain
stipulations of service.

4. From the instructions with which I have been
honored it appears to be the immediate intention of Govern-
ment to assume and restore all the conquests of Runjeet Sing
during his late expedition in September to the original pesses-
sors, and I have received in consequence a list or statement
of these recent acquisitions from the Resident at Delhi ; but,
as the Rajah of Lahore has been long encroaching on the
territory on this side of the Sutledge, and occasionally making
grants of such acquisitions to his adherents, as in the case
of Goordut Sing, some of the Chiefs have consequently been
enriched at the expemse of others; and those who have
benefited by his assumptions will, of course, be adverse to
any interference which will deprive them of the advantages
they bave gained, whilst these who have suffered from his
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usurpations will be naturally desirous to resacquire their
right.

5. As I am dubious whether it is the intention of
Government to take any retrospective view of the encroach-
ments of Runjeet Sing and his bountiful distribution of
the property of others, I feel at a loss what reply I shall
make either to those Chiefs who are now in possession by
his grants or to those who may claim the restitution of
their lands on the ground of long established right. For
instance, the territory of Roy Illias of Kote Jugraowa and
Ludeeana, has bcen divided amongst Rajah Bhaug Sing,
Goordut Sing, Jisswunt Sing and Futteh Sing, Ullooah,
in different proportions, whilst a very small portion is left
to the Ranee for her personal expenses.

6. As all these usurpations have taken place and the
grants bestowed since the Treaty of Peace with Maba Raja
Doulut Rao Scindia, it would seem advisable, on the sameo
principle of justice which demands the restoration of all
the districts acquired in his late expadition, that the territory
of Kote Jugraowa should be restored to the Ranee,—an
act of justice which would afford us all the interest and
influence which gratitude could give on the spot which is
now deemed the most eligible as a military position, and
the command of a fort (Lodceana) which may prove of
the greatest consequence in our future operations.

7. Bhye Lall Sing.is now with Runjeet endeavouring
to obtain similar favors from the man against whom he
was amongst the most solicitous to obtain our protection.

8. I shall submit my doubts on this subject to His
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief and Mr. Seton requesting
their instructions and sentiments; but, as it is possible the
same doubts may have arisen in their minds, and as it
strikes me to be of particular importance to obtain early
information of the precise intentions and wishes of Govern-
ment respecting the extent of the retrospect, I have preferred
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soliciting an explanation direct through you than risking
the least unnecessary delay.

12. From A. Seron, Esquire, Resident at Delli, to N. B.
Epxonsrong, Esquire, Secretary to the Government in the
Polstical Department, Fort William,—dated the 18th
January 1809,

I yesterpAY had the honor to communicate to you, for
the information of the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General

in Council, the latest political intelligence which I had received
from the Punjaub.

2. In the newspapers which have arrived in the course of
this day it is stated that on the 10th instant Rajah Runjeet
Sing arrived at Umritser from Lahore, and that Mr. Metcalfe
was expected there on the following day. Of the arrival of
Runjeet Sing at Umritser, there cannot be a doubt, since the
circumstance is mentioned by Jugun Laul, our news-writer at
that place. He also states that Mohkum Sing, Dewan, one of
the confidential servants of Runjeet Sing, with Jodh Sing of
Ramgur and other Surdars and troops, had proceeded to the
Sutledge and reached the neighbourhood of Philour on that
river, adding that he intended to cross it without delay and
join Gaindeh Sing, who commanded at Umballa. It is not
easy to reconcile this with the accounts stated in the last
newspaper from Putteealah relative to the evacuation of
Unmballa, which by no means indicates in Runjeet Sing that

spirit of hostility which might be inferred from the conduct of
his Dewan.

3. Kheyalee Ram, our news-writer at Putteealah, states
in his intelligence of the 14th instant that a person by
name Bhye Goor Buksh had arrived there on the part of
Runjeet Sing for the purpose of desiring Rajah Bhaug Sing,
Jeswant Sing and Cheyn Sing (the confidential servant of
Rajah Saheb Sing) to attend his master at Umriteer. I
think it, however, very unlikely (more especially under the
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circumstance of the advance of Licutenant-Colonel Ochter-
lony’s detachment) that any part of the requisition will
be complied with.

13. From A. Seron, Esquire, Resident at Delli, to N. B.
Epnonstoxs, Esquire, Secretary to Government in the
Political Department, Fort William,~dated the 19th of
January 1809,

IN my dispatch of yesterday to your address I had the
honor to observe that a person called Bhye Goor Buksh had
arrived at Puttecalah on the part of Rajah Runjeet Sing for
the purpose of requiring the attendance of Rajah Bhaug
Sing, Jeswant Sing and Cheyn Sing (the principal and most
confidential officer of Rajah Saheb Sing). From intelligence
of a subsequent date it appears that, when the object of
Bhye Goor Buksh’s visit was explained to Rajah_Saheb Sing
by Cheyn Sing, the latter observed that Jeswant Sing might
go if he chose, but that none of his (Saheb Sing’s) people
must accompany him, adding : “ Rajah Bhaug Sing’s havinz
gone to Kurnaul is a most fortunate circumstance, as it
furnishes me with an excellent pretext for not sending Cheyn
Sing. It is only with the British Government that I have
any concern or connection.”” When Bhye Goor Buksh
was introduced to Rajah Saheb Sing, he expressed his
astonishment at Rajah Bhaug Sing’s having proceeded in such
haste to attend the English gentlemen, although he must
have heard of his (Bhye Goor Buksh’s) deputation. Rajah
Saheb Sing replied that Rajah Bhaug Sing could not well
avoid going, as he had been repeatedly solicited.

2. I mention these -circumstances because in my
humble opinion their very minuteness seems to me to evince
the partiality of Saheb Sing to the British Government, and
Plainly to shew the line of conduct which he will adopt in
the event of circumstances rendering it necessary for him to
take & decided part in the present difference between that
Government and Rajah Runjeet Sing.
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14. From Licutenani-Colonel D. OcurErronr, Commanding
a Detachment on the North-West Frontier, to N. B.
Epmonsrone, Esquire, Secretary to Government in the
Secret, Political and Foreign Department, Fort
William,—~No. 3, dated Camp Dadoopore, west bank of
the Jumna, the 20th of January 1809.

IN my letter of the 17th instant I had the homor to
inform you that Rajah Bhaug Sing was on the way to
join my camp, and I have now the pleasure to acquaint
you that he arrived on the afternoon of the 18th, having
been met at a short distance from camp by my Major of
Brigade. '

2. He yesterday paid me his first visit, when, as usunal
on these occasions, the conversation turned on general subjects
with very little allusion to any matter of sufficient importance
to claim a recital. The only thing worthy of notice was a
question whether I corresponded with Mr. Metcalfe, and
when answered in the affirmative, he requested to know the
latest news. I replied that the Rajah promised much, but
performed nothing, on which he observed that the Rajah’s
counsellors disagreed amongst themselves and kept him in
a fluctuating state.

8. This day he again sent me word that he intended to
call, and, soon after receiving my reply that I should be
happy to see him, he waited upon me unattended by any
one but a confidential Moonshy and a Vakeel.

4. After the usual complimentary enquiries, he informed
me that a person from Sirdar Jodh Sing solicited through
him an introduction to me in order to ascertain my orders
and to explain his master’s situation. He went on to state
that Jodh Sing, having been long in the service of Runjeet
Sing, bad received from him many years since a grant of
certain land west of the Sutledge, and very recently some
other grants on this side the same river ; that in consequence
of the favors he had received he was unwilling to shew
himself the first to desert that Chief, and on that account
he wished to be excused paying me a visit at the present

5
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moment notwithstanding the camp was so near his residence.
He further assured me that it was Jodh Sing’s determination,
in the event of hostilities, to join the British Army, and
that all he wished was to delay our meeting till my arrival
at Putteealah, when his conduct would be countenanced and
supported by the Surdars in general.

5. I replied to the Rajah that at this moment tve
were in a state of amity with the Rajah of Lahore, which I
hoped would continue, and that so far as related to Jodh
Sing I did not wish him unnecessarily to injure himself
with Rajah Runjeet Sing; that I respected his character
for bravery and general .candor, and would readily dispense
with his visit at this moment; but, as a proof of his future
intentions, I requested a written assurance to that effect and
his word as a soldier that, in the event of supplics being
sent through .his possessions for my camp, he would afford
every assistance in his power in forwarding and protecting
them if requisite.

8. I observed in continuation that this was a proper
time to inform him what I wished to be generally known,
that T had received orders to resume and restore all conquests
made-by Rajah Rumjeet Sing in his late expedition; that
of course not only the lands on this side the Sutledge lately
granted to Jodh Sing would be restored to the original
possessors, but those which he himself and our other friends
had obtained at or since that period would share the same
fate, for it was to prevent injustice and oppression that we
had been invited to interfere, and the security they would

- obtain in their own ancient possessions would indemnify them

for the loss of places which they held at the wile of a man
whom they had experienced was actuated only by interest
and would not scruple to resume what he had so given or
even the districts they had long held.

7. The Rajah did not hesitate to declare himself pleased
at my explicit declaration, and congratulated himself that
he should lose only four thousand rupees by its being carried

-
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into effect. He then requested to know what was to be done
with the earlier conquests of Runjeet Sing, and I frankly
told him I had not received orders on that subject, but had
applied for them, and till then I did not wish to give any
answer for fear of deceiving one party or encouraging
another. '

8. I requested Rajah Bhaug Sing to explain all that
T had said fully in their own dialect to the Vakeel of Jodh
Sing, both as to what related to him and of the resolution
to restore all places seized since September, and they left
me with the strongest assurances of that Chief’s good-will
and of his joining me at Putteealah,

9. From the whole of the conversation, which lasted
a considerable time, I thought it was evident that the Rajah
considered that every Chief on this side the Sutledge would
co-operate with us cordially notwithstanding some might
sustain loss by the resolution to restore the recent conquests,
and it was no less apparent that he thinks Runjeet Sing
very desirous to avoid war, though his own never-ceasing
jealousy and the counsels of others are not unlikely to involve
him in one, It was evident from the whole tenor of the
conversation that Rajah Bhaug Singh was anxious for the
advance of the detachment and that he thought the Chiefs
on this side would not be led to declare themselves till its
arrival at Putteealah,

15. From A. Serown, Esquire, Resident at Dehli, to Lieutenant-
Colonel Davip Ocarerconr, Commanding a Detachment
on the North-West Frontier,—dated the 23rd of January
1809.

I mAVE been honored by the receipt of your letter of the
16th instant to my address, accompanied by copies of your
dispatches of the same date to Mr. Secretary Edmonstone,
and of the 19th to the Military Secretary to His Excellency
the Commander-in-Chief, on the subject of the expediency of
extending the requisition to Runjeet Sing for the surrender of
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Interpretation his late usurpations on this side of the Sutledge to sach dis-
of theorders ¢ ricts a8 were conquered by him in that quarter prior to
regarding the °© ° .q y al q prsor
:;“g";f;f:' his late expedition in the latter end of the year 1808.

Bingh. 2. As this appears to me to be a question upon which
Government has, in a manner, decided by declaring that the
requisition shall, ¢ for the present,”” be limited to the lafe
conquests of Runjeet Sing, by informing Mr. Metcalfe that
every question of retrospective restitution is to be “ considered
as a subject of reference,” and by observing in its letter of
political instructions to you, under date the 29th December,?
that “the detachment was to be eventually employed in
resuming the conquests made by Runjeet Sing on this side of
the Sutledge during his Jate expedition,® it strikes me to be
the intention of Government that nothing should, *for the
present, >’ be done with respect to those acquisitions, which
might have a tendency either to alarm Runjeet Sing, or
to raise expectation and encouragement in the minds of those
from whom the districts in question have been wrested.
But, as it is now brought forward as a matter upon which
doubts have arisen, and with respect to which Government
may be desirous of having the sentiments of its executive
officers in this quarter submitted for its consideration, I shall
communicate to you without reserve the light in which it

appears to me.

8. Asby the Treaty of Peace concluded with Dowlut
Rao Scindiah in December 1803 ¢ the whole of the territories,
rights and interests of that Chief in the countries to the
northward of those of the Rajahs of Jeypoor and Joudpoor
were transferred to the British Government, that Government
had an unquestionable right to exercise every power of inter-
ference which Scindiah had been in the habit of exercising
with respect to the Sikh Chiefs between the Jumna and the
Sutledge, and although the justice, liberality and moderation of
its political system induced it to decline that vexatious and pil-
laging species of interference which is the invariable practice
of Native Powers towards weaker and inferior States, and

b 4 supra.
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which Scindiah would unquestionably have exercised had Xe
remained in posscssion” of Dehli and its dependencies, still
there cannot, I think, be a doubt of the régA¢ of the British
Government to assume the exercise of the power in question
the moment that its political security rendered that conduct
necessary. The mere non-exercise of a power, while un-
accompanied by any declaration, can never be considered as
tantamount to the relinquishment of the reght of exercise.

4. Until the latter end of the year 1808 this necessity
does not appear to have existed. It was then that Runjeet
Sing’s real character became fully known. It was then
that his territorial usurpations, heretofore unconsiderable and
remote from the British frontier, assumed, from their in-
creasing magnitude and proximity, an aspect which, by
threatening the tranquillity of our provinces, required our
immediate interference for the support and protection of the
petty Sikh Chiefs in our vicinity, whose power and independ-
ence were menaced with annihilation., This interference on
our part became the more necessary from the circumstance
of Runjeet Sing’s having repeatedly declared to the British
Envoy in his camp that he considered himself warranted
to subjugate all the Sikh Chiefs between the Jumna and
the Sutledge, and from its being evident that the completion
of such subjugation made part of the system of that restless,
ambitious and oppressive Chieftain.

6. It is indeed true that in the early part of the year
1808, when the protecting interference of the British Govs
ernment was solicited by the greater part of the petty Chiefs
in question, the reply which they received to their then
application was of a general nature; but it is to be observed
that it contained an acknowledgment of their merits during
the late war which was calculated to raise in their minds
an expectation that, in the moment of extreme need, they
would not be abandoned by the Government which made
that acknowledgment.

6. The interference thus solicited has now ta.ken place;
But its operation is declared to be limited to the effects of the
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‘Interpretation Jasf expedition of Runjeet Sing, and to his usurpations on

et the left bank of the Butledge during the latter part of the

:;“;ﬁ;‘l‘;“‘ year 1808. 1In the 33rd paragraph of the letter of instructions

Biogh, from the Political Secretary to Mr. Metcalfe, under date
the 21st October, it is expressly declared that * it is mot
the intention of Government to require from him, at the
present moment, the surrender of those districts, on this side
of the Sutledge, which have been long in his possession,
although they may have originally belonged to the Rajah of
Putteealah,’’ and in the 85th paragraph of the same letter
Mr. Metcalfe is informed that “in the event of the point of
the restitution of the district in question (s. e, Runjeet
Sing’s former conquests) being agitated in the course of his
discussions with the Rajah,”” he is to state it to be a
“ subject of reference to his Government.’” Such being the
positive instructions of Government, every political requisition
to Runjeet Sing and every communication made to the petty
Sikh Chiefs should, I conceive, have reference to them.
The question now proposed I understand to be whether, with
reference to the nature and effect of such of Runjeet Sing’s
usurpations on this side of the Sutledge as were made sul-
sequently to the peace with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, but prior
to the year 1808, it might not be proper to solicit the orders
of Government as to the expediency of exercising a certain
degree of retrospective interference with respect to them also,
by requiring that the lands taken from their rightful Chicfs
by Runjeet Sing in the district in question, during the
interval above described, should be restored.

7. The question seems to me to be very nice, and to
be susceptible of being viewed in a great variety of points.
It may be examined on the grounds of justsce and on those of
policy ; and on each of those grounds it appears to me that
much may be urged both for and against retrospective
interference.

8. 1In support of the justice of the measure it might be
alleged that, as the successor to the power of Scindiah,
the British Government had from the firs¢ (that is, from the
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conclusion of peace in 1803) an undoubted right to interfere TInterpretation
for the prevention of encroachments of the Sikh Chiefs m’&%’g’g‘
upon each other, and that, if the right be exercised during “;"Br{;tj&m
the Zatter portion of the period, it appears consistent to gingh.?
exercise it during the former part also, more especially when
it is considered that many of the petty Sikh Chiefs' who
- in March last solicited the protection of the British Govern-
ment obtained part of the territories wrested from those who
were the first victims of Runjeet Sing’s violence. In favour
of the policy of the retrospection it might be urged that by
restoring to the ancient and rightful owners all the districts
of this description we should establish a claim on their
friendship and gratitude, and thereby create a degree of local
influence which might eventually be beneficial ; whereas by
leaving those lands either in the actual and immediate
occupancy of Runjeet Sing himself, or in the possession
of dependants, we transfer to ¢kem that influence, and thereby
disgust the ancient proprietors. In the 6th paragraph of
your letter of the 18th instant to Mr. Secretary Edmonstone
you seem to me to place this argument in the strongest
possible point of view by applying it to the predicament
of the ancient proprietors of Ludhianeh. ,

9. On the other hand, it might be urged that, as
the usurpations in question took place long before the
British Government declared its intention to interfere ; as
they have for some time been in the undisturbed possession
of the present occupants; as no application for protection
was made to Government by the dispossessed parties;and as
their restitution was not in the contemplation of Government
when it first opened the present negotiation with Runjeet
Sing—they may now be said to have, to a certain degree,
received the <prescriptive sanction of time, and that that
Government is not bound to demand their surrender. The
Zater conquests on this side of the Sutledge having been made
pending the reference to the British Government relative
to Runjeet Sing’s right to make them, the demand of ¢Aesr
gurrender seems so fair and reasonable that even Runjeet
Sing himself appears sensible of its justness. But: the
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retrospective requisition, from its relating to matters which
during the ecarly part of Mr. Metcalfe’s mission seemed to
be admitted, might have the appearance of retracting an
acquiescence which had been tacitly given,and, as such, might
be considered by Runjeet Sing as vexatious and unjust. In
Savor of the polscy of refraining from retrospection it might
be alleged that, whether the districts in question be in the
occupancy of Runjeet Sing himself or in that of Bhaug Sing,
-&ec., by leaving these persons in undisturbed possession, we not
only forbear to irritate, but we gratify the present occupants ;
that from the vicinity of our detachment the influence arising
from the occupauncy cannot be oonsiderable; and that from
the facility with which we could at any time dispossess
the holders they might be regarded as holding the lands
by sufferance, and that the indulgence might perhaps be
considered as a pledge of the inoffensive conduct of the Chiefs
in question.

10. Few political arrangements are totally free from
some degree of hardship. On the present occasion it might be
desirable to make a general retrospective euquiry into all
tenures and occupancies of land, and to restore to every
dispossessed person that which he may have been deprived of
since the conclusion of the late treaty with Scindiah; yet
even this might not be entirely satisfactory, or completely
conformable to the dictates of justice, since, considering the
distracted state’in which the country to which these remarks
relate has long been, it is probable that many of the
persons dispossessed by Runjeet Sing were themselves
usurpers or the favorites of usurpers.

11. Upon the whole, I confess it appears to me
that the refraining from retrospective interference would be
the line of policy the least embarrassing, and that on the
.grounds above stated the British Government adopting
hat line could not be considered by the dispossessed parties
.28 unjust towards them. In my humble opinion, the great
difference between merely requiring the surrender of the lafe
usumpations and the extending the demand to those which
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were effected prior to Mr. Metcalfe’s mission consists in this,
that, though neither of them made a part of the original
object of his deputation, yet the lafe usurpations became
almost immediately (and with the Rajah’s own consent) a
matter of reference to the British Government; while those
of a more ancient date never came under discussion. If,
therefore, their surrender were now claimed, it might induce
Runjeet Sing to suppose that every concession on his paré
was to be followed up by a new requisition on ours,—an idea
which might alarm and irritate his mind in the extreme.
This, I think, would by no means be desirable, as Government
can have no object in rendering that Chief an irreconcilable
enemy, but must rather wish the reverse, provided it can
be done without sacrificing our rights, committing our
dignity, or endangering our security. This desire on the
part of Government to avoid all unnecessary irritation of
Runjeet Sing’s mind, and to give as little offence as possible
to his feelings, is strongly and clearly expressed in the 7th
paragraph of Mr. Secretary Edmonstone’s dispatch of the
30th November to my address.

12. While I acknowledge these sentiments to be sub-
mitted with the utmost diffidence, I confess them to be the
result of much deliberation and of an attentive, comparative
reference to the several letters containing Government’s
instructions on the subject. In all these it appears to me
to be the intention of Government to limit its present
requisitions to the recent usurpations of Rajah Runjeet Sing.
After a careful inspection of these documents I do not find
any instructions which preseribe the requiring the restitution
of all the conquests of that Chief. From the tenor of your
letter of the 18th instant to my address and from the
2nd paragraph of your dispatch of the following date to the
Military Secretary to His Excellency the Commander-in-
Chief, you appear to be of opinion that the dispatch of the

26th December from Mr Secretary Edmonstone to my address

differs in some respects from the instructions transmitted
to you for your guidance and seems to imply retrospection.
6
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Interpretation  Yet on an attentive re-perusal of the dispatch in question I

:sgil:i{:gife do not find that it differs from the other documents convey-

L’f’“l?;?fjifé“ ing the instructions of Government on the subject. In one of

Singh. Mr. Secretary Edmonstone’s dispatches of that date it is said
that “the Governor-General in Council will at the same time
communicate to His Excellency the sentiments and wishes of
Government on the measuves to be pursued with respect to
those places on this side of the Sutledge which have been lately
geized and are at present occupied by the troops of the
Rajah of Lahore.”” And in another dispatch of the same dato
to my address reference is made to * the sentiments of
Government regarding the march of the detachment and the
expediency of speedily resuming the usurpations effected by
Rajah Runjeet Sing during his Jaf¢ expedition on this side of
the Sutledge, >’ and I am directed to “ furnish His Excellency
the Commander-in-Chief with an accurate statement of the
places seized by Rajah Runjeet Sing during that expedi-
tion and at present occupied by his troops.

16. From A. Seroxn, Esquire, Resident at Delhi, to N. B, Epyox-
sToNE, Esquire, Secretary to Government in the Political
Department, Fort William,~dated Delli, the 25th of
January 1809. '

};rtgetnglyf IN my dispatch of the 15th instant ! to your address, I
:hel’ ﬁa;:of had the honor to acquaint you that, in reply to a reference
Jhind, from Rajah Bhaug Sing, I had recommended to him to

relinquish his intention of proceeding to Dehli, and to repair
to camp to Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony. I have now the
honor to transmit a copy and translation of the Rajah’s answer
to my letter upon that occasion.

2. With reference to the subject of the dispatch in ques-
tion, I have now the honor to acquaint you, for the information
of the Right Honorable the Governor-General in Counecil,
that I have this day received intimation from Colonel
Ochterlony that on the 18th instant Rajah Bhaug Sing
reached his camp, and on the 20th paid him a visit, during the
course of which most satisfactory explanations took place on

* 9 swpra.
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both sides. Colonel Ochterlony observes that he took that
opportunity to explain, in a candid but friendly manner,
to the Rajah that the British Government considered itself
bound, in honor and in justice, to require from Rajah Runjeet
Sing the restitution to the rightful owners of all lands seized
by him during his late expedition to the southern bank of the
Sutledge, and that, as reason and equity required that a
measure of that description should be conducted with
impartiality, even he (Rajah Bhaug Sing), notwithstanding
the friendly disposition of the British Government towards
him, must not expect to be exempted from its operation.
With the frankness of this communication the Rajah appeared
to be much pleased, and with a candour which did him honor
observed that by the effect of the system of restitution he
would not lose a country yielding above Rs. 4,000 annually.

8. The conversation, as Colonel Ochterlony further
informs me, then turned upon Jodh Sing, the Sikh Chief of
Chichiroulee, in the vicinity of Booreah. Rajah Bhaug Sing
observed that Jodh Sing was well disposed towards the
British Government, but, baving received obligations from
Runjeet Sing, he was unwilling to be one of the first Chiefs
who appeared to abandon him, on which account he could not
with propriety wait upon Colonel Ochterlony, notwithstanding
the vicinity of the camp to his place of rendezvous, adding,
however, that, in the event of hostilities taking place, he would
join the British army, but could not take that step until it
reached Putteealah, when he would be kept in countenance by
other Sikh Surdars. With this assurance Colonel Ochterlony
declared himself perfectly satisfied, and observed that, under
the delicate circumstances stated on the part of Jodh Sing, he
did not desire to be then visited by him, but that he desired to
receive an assurance in writing to the effect of the above
declaration, as also a solemn promise on the part of Jodh Sing
that that Chief would facilitate the passage of supplies sent
through his country to camp.

4. From the nature of the conversation it appeared
evident to Colonel Ochterlony that the Rajah was of opinion
that the British Government might depend upqn the
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co-operation of every Sikh Chief on this side of the Sutledge.
He will no doubt address you himself ere long on the
subject. In the meantime I have deemed it my duty to
submit, although in an imperfect state, the substance of the
communications which I have received from him. IHe seems
to be decidedly of opinion that the mere advance of the
detachment will be attended with the happiest effect.

Excrosure 10 16.°

Translation of a letter from Rajah Buave Sine to the Resident
at Dehli, received on the 25th January 1809.

A¥TER expressing my wish for the invaluable happiness
of waiting on you (which is indeed beyond description), I beg
leave to submit, for your favorable consideration, that I have
had the extreme happiness of receiving your kind reply to
my letter, in which out of your goodness and kindness you
have dirccted my attendance on Colonel Ochterlony, who is
proceeding to this quarter expressly for the protection of
myself and of the other Chiefs on this side of the Sutledge,
and that I should join him with my troops. .

Condescending Sir, my zeal and attachment to the British
Government under every circumstance, whatever they 'may
have been, must be well known. Previously to the receipt
of your letter I had reached Kurnaul with the design of
waiting on you and on the Colonel. In this interval it
was that I had the honor to receive your gracious answer
to my letter directing me to attend the Colonel with all
expedition. In conformity to your gracious orders I reached
Booreah by successive marches, and there I had the distin-
guished honor of meeting the Colonel.

The kindness and favors with which you have always
loaded me have even been exceeded by those of the Colonel.
Still, as you are the guardian of the concerns of the great
and the small in this quarter, you must continue the cordial
kindness which you have hitherto extended to us. In the
degree that we hope for our welfare from you, we never can
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hope to see our welfare so promoted by another as it has been
promoted by you. May Almighty God long preserve in health
and in recollections of us your noble and beneficent life! We
have every assurance that in the protection of the British

Government our prosperity and welfare will in every respect
be found.

I am at present in attendance on the Colonel and will

obey whatever orders may be given. Of this, you may rest
assured. You kindly say that on business of importance I
should write to you through Colonel McGrath. Accordingly
I wrote to you through the Colonel from Kurnaul on a
subject very interesting to me, and I depend on you for its
arrangement. The English letter to the address of Colonel
Ochterlony enclosed in yours to me has been submitted to him.,

Relying on your favor and kindness, and trusting that
you consider me as a zealous adherent to the British
Government, I hope you will always keep me in remembrance,
and honor me with your gracious letters, in which I consider
my happiness included.

P, 8.—Your faithful servant Pertaub Sing hopes yom
will accept his humble respects. He! prides himself on your
former kindness and recollection of him.

17. From N. B. Epxonsrons, Esquire, Chief Secretary to Gov-
ernment, to Lieutenant-Oolonel Ocmrerronr, Command-
ing a Detachment on the North-West Froutzer,—dated
Fort Willsam, the 30th of January 1809,

As the intelligence lately received of the favorable change
in the aspect of affairs on the Continent of Europe justifies a
conviction that the projects of France against the British
possessions in India must, if not entirely abandoned, at least
be so far suspended as to render any extraordinary and
immediate preparations of defence unnecessary, the views and
intentions of Government under which your instructions of the
29th ultimo ? were framed are materially altered. The object
of stationing a military force in the territories of the Sikh

? The son of the Raja. k
3 4 supra.
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Revisedorders Chiefs south of the Sutledge, which before had reference
m‘gg“g’tﬁ“’ to the approach of a European enemy, is now limited to the
Military post gecurity of the territory between the Sutledge and Jumna

}’;,;‘{;,ff unjab against the encroachments of Rajah Runjeet Sing; and the
reduction or subversion of the power of that Chieftain, which
under other circumstances was considered an event highly
desirable, and expected to be a probable conscquence, though
not a settled purpose, of the approximation of our troops to the
frontier of the Punjaub, is no longer of the same importance
to our interests. The Right Honorable the Governor-General
therefore, although still resolved on grounds distinct from the
eventual invasion of a European enemy to protect the
territories in question from the encroachments of Rajah
Runjeet Sing, is disposed, with a view both to facilitate an
accommodation of the differences with that Chieftain and to
remove that source of irritation and of mutual distrust
which the presence of a British force near the frontier of the
Rajah i calculated to create, to fix the position of the
detachment at a much greater distance from the frontier of
the Punjaub than was originally intended, if not to withdraw
it to Kurnaul; and the necessary communication upon this
subject has accordingly been transmitted to His Excellency
the Commander-in-Chief, from whom you will receive instruc-
tions regarding the position of the detachment under your
command. That part of the instructions of Government
addressed to you under date the 29th of December therefore
which relates to your eventual communications with the Rajah
of Lahore and with the Chiefs and subjects of his Govern-
ment is inapplicable to the circumstances above described.

2. In the event of an open rupture with the Rajah of
Lahore occasioned by the necessity of expelling his troops
from the territories south of the Sutledge, Government bas
authorized a pacification on the principle of arrangement
above stated, deeming the substantial and only essential basis
of such a pacification to be that the Rajah shall withdraw his
troops from the territories south of the Sutledge, which is to
be considered as forming the boundary of his dominion in that
direction.
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8. Under present circumstances, therefore, the Governor-
General in Council deems it advisable that any communications
with the Rajah which may be found necessary on this occasion
should continue to be conducted by Mr. Metcalfe (who, in the
event of his being compelled by the hostile conduct of the
Rajah to retire, has been directed to join the British troops
in the field) whether it should be proper that he should repair
to the Rajah’s camp or confer with the Rajah’s Vakeels in our
own ; but in the latter case, the Officer in Command will be
united to him in conferences, which in either case are to be
conducted under the orders of the Commander-in-Chief.

4. If a military post had to be maintained on the
Rajah’s frontier, Government would have continued to think
the Officer in Command at that post the most convenient and
proper channel of communication with the Rajah, but for the
single object of accomplishing an early pacification the
Governor-General in Council thinks it proper to continue the
powers of Mr. Metcalfe, who is either now, or was very
recently, in the exercise of similar functions and has been for a
considerable time in constant habits of intercourse with the
Rajah and his ministers.

5. Copies of this dispatch will be transmitted to His
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief and to the Resident at
Delhi,

18. From A. Srron, Esquire, Resident at Dehls, to N, B.
Epmonsrons, Esquire, Secretary to Government in the
Political Department,~dated Dehls, the 3rd of February
1809.

I TaINK it my duty to address you for the consideration
and orders of Government on the subject of a letter which I
received from Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony, Commanding
the Detachment now on its march towards the Suiledge. As
the letter in question, although relating to public matters, is
not strictly speaking official, my transmitting a copy of it
might perhaps be deemed irregular. I shall therefore confine
myself to the communication of the substance of its contents.
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2. After some introductory remarks on the nature and
duties of the political branch of his situation, Colonel
Ochterlony proceeds to observe that, in the course of his
intercourse with the Sikh Chiefs and others, and for the
purpose of making the requisite reports to Government on the
subject, a Persian Interpreter appears to him to be indispen-
sable, and that, as his English correspondence may eventually
prove voluminous, he is of opinion that a Head Assistant
would greatly tend to facilitate the dispatch of business.
With a view to those points, Colonel Ochterlony further
observes that, partly from personal knowledge and partly from
general report, he has reason to believe that Captain Kenneth
Stuart, formerly an officer in the Marhatta service and now a
resident at Dehli, is eminently qualified to discharge the
double duty in question, and he accordingly surgests to me
(in the event of my sentiments relative to Captain Stuart coin-
ciding with his) the expediency of its being submitted to
Government as his opinion that the nomination of that
gentleman to the situation of Persian Interpreter and Head
Assistant would be attended with benefit to the public service.
In further support of the expediency of the measure, Colonel
Ochterlony observes that in the event of the command which
he now holds devolving upon another, either from some
accident bappening to him or from any other cause, it would
be extremely desirable that some person should be in readiness
to explain to his successor the then state of the intercourse, as
also o make him acquainted with the views, characters and
conduct of the Sikh Chiefs with whom he may have been
negotiating, and to point out to him such parts of the English
and Persian correspondence as might be deserving of his par-
ticular attention, and to put him in complete possession of the
knowledge of all the acts, plans and intentions of his pre-
decessor,—advantages which, as Colonel Ochterlony observes,
could not be obtained from a reference to native servants, who
generally consider themselves rather as attached to the persons
than to the offices of those by whom they are employed.

8. From the present situation of Colonel Ochterlony
I think it my duty to lose no time in making kmown to
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Government the nature of his desire, and the grounds and
considerations in which it originates.

4. 'To no one could the task of addressing Government
upon this subject have been more grateful than it is to me
from its giving me an opportunity of bearing testimony to the
uncommon merits of Captain Stuart, whose talents I consider
to be no less extraordinary than his indefatigable and successs
ful cultivation of them is praiseworthy. In point of honorable
principles, respectable character, amiable, conciliating manners,
excellent conduct, great ability and useful acquirement, I am
enabled by long acquaintance to say with some degree of
certainty that Captain Stuart, as a perfect gentleman and a
complete man of business, would do credit to any situation ;
while his thorough knowledge of the langunages of this country
and the customs of the natives renders him peculiarly well
qualified to discharge the duties of the office now in question.

5. On these grounds, permit me most respectfully to
seek the favorable consideration of the Rizht Honorable the
Governor-General in Council.

19, From Lieutenant-Colonel D. Ocnrerronr, Commanding a
Detachment on the North-West Frontier, to N. B.
Ebxonsrone, Esquire, Secretary to Government in the
Secret, Political and Foreiyn Department, Fort Wil-
liam,~No. 4, dated Camp near Putteealah, 4th February
1809.

SiNcE my last from Dadoopore dated the 20th ultimo
nothing has occurred deserving the notice of the Right
Hon’ble the Governor-General, as the Chiefs who joined me
on the march contented themselves with general but amicable
professions or interested enquiries similar to those I had
already reported, and deferred every discussion of a political
nature till our arrival at Putteealah, where a general meeting
of all the Chiefs on this side of the Sutledge had been
previously settled.
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2. Previous, however, to my march from Dadoopore and
before I had sent the summons I intended to the Officer in
Command of the Rajah of Lahore’s troops, I received intima-
tion by report of the evacuation and surrender of Umballa
to the agents of the Ranee Dyah Koour, which was
confirmed on my arrival at my ground, a march distant from
that place, by ber people, and shortly after by the Ranee
herself, who insisted on waiting on me veiled to hear her
Vakeels express her gratitude for the interference of the
British Government and her restoration to her possessions.

8. Of this place, its revenue and management I shall
bave the honor to submit a detailed report when I am more
assured that I can depend on the accuracy of the information
I have obtained. At present I shall only say that the
oppression of her Dewan was a general subject of complaint.

4. Several of the villages of this district having been
given by the Rajah of Lahore to Rajah Bhaug Sing and
Bhye Lall Sing, I had an opportunity of observing the very
cheerful and ready obedience of the former to the wishes
and intentions of Government by his instant compliance
with my desire that he should withdraw his thannahs and
put the Rance in possession, which occasioned as immediate an,
acquiescence on the part of Bhye Lall Sing’s Vakeel, who
knew his master too well to think he would wish to be
outdone by the Rajah in any mark of respectful attention, or
afford any additional suspicion of his views in still continuing
in the suite of Rajah Runjeet Sing.

5. On my arrival at my camp about 13 miles distant
from this place, I was met by the Dewaun of Rajah Sahib
Sing, who after a very short conversation seemed eager to
inform me that my approach was most desirable and most wel-
come, and anxious to do away with any unfavorable impression
which might have been made by the Rajah’s recent interview
and engagements with the Rajah of Lahore, assuring me
that they were dictated by the most urgent necessity and
alone could have saved Putteeallah from the grasp of Runject,
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with whom its possession had long been a favorite object, as
implying the actual sovereignty over, and consequent homage
and tribute of, every Chief on this side of the Sutledge.

6. The letters of the Rajah had previously given
the same assurances in still stronger terms, and as I marched
past on the morning of the 2nd instant the Rajah came
out of the town to meet me, requesting me to consider his
house as mine and the city as the property of the British
Government.

7. 1 should not dwell on these expressions so common in
the East if the tone and manner had not evinced the sincerity
of the sentiments expressed and shewn that his mental
imbecility had not rendered him uninformed of the dangers
he had escaped or insensible of the benefits to be expected.

8. 1 paid him my first visit yesterday accompanied by
Brizade-Major Brownrigg and Licutenant Brooke, Quarter
Master, and during the whole time of my stay he repeatedly
expressed a childish joy in being delivered from all apprehen-
sion of the Rajah of Lahore by the protection of the British
Government. The character of this Prince is too generally
known to render it necessary for me to enter into any
description. I shall only mention one circumstance in eluci-
dation, v7z., that, although the visit was intended to be at an
early hour, we did not receive intimation that he was ready for
our reception till past noon, and I was subsequently informed
that this long delay was occasioned by the joint but fruitless
endeavours of all the Chiefs to admit his son, a youth of
about 12 years old, to be present at the ceremony.

9. Whilst waiting in expectation of the return of my
visit to the Rajah, I received a visit from Rajah Bhaug Sing
of Jeend, who was accompanied by a confidential person
in the service of the Rajah of Lahore; and, as the conversation
which took place was of considerable length and importance,
I beg leave to refer to the accompanying notes, No. 1,! which,
were taken by my order the moment after he took his leave.

3 Not traceable in the Punjab Records.
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10. I am not perfectly convinced that the Right
Hon’ble the Governor-General will approve either of the
information given or arguments used on this occasion, but
I considered that a clear and candid explanation would be
most likely to remove the doubts of the Rajah of Lahore
and prove to him that his own suspicions and conduct had
alone led to the assembly of the army which excited his
apprehensions by their advance to the Sutledge, and took some
pains to prove that the force I was originally destined to
command of itself sufficiently evinced the friendly intentions
and pacific views of the British Government, as the detach-
ment did not exceed many posts established in our own
territory and that the larger force now sent originated in
his having ordered his army from a distant expedition to
the banks of the Sutledge, which naturally led to a supposition
that he meant to oppose its establishment. I also remarked
that Mr. Metcalfe’s assurances had a claim to the fullest
confidence, as it could not but be observed that whenever
any question arose on which he felt hesitation or doubt he
uniformly declared it was a subject of reference to his
Government, but on this he had no reserve, and explicitly
declared what was expected from the Rajah and intended
by us. In conclusion I observed that it struck me as most
advisable that he should prove his confidence in the assurances
of Mr. Mectcalfe by ordering his army to retire, and when
he gave proof that he no longer harboured improper suspicions
it might lead to the Treaty he appeared so anxious to obtain,
but that it was evident the Rajah was surrounded by
interested advisers who excited his suspicions to answer
their own purposes.

11. I have just parted with the Rajah, with whom I
exchanged the usual presents and received repeatedly the
same assurances of gratitude and satisfaction which he
expressed at our first interview. I shall have the honor of
addressing you to-morrow and have only now to add that the

Dewaun, Cheyn Sing, marches with me in command of what
is called a Thousand Horse,
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90. From Lieutenant-Colonel D. Ocurerronr, Commanding a
Detachment on the North-West Frontier, to N. B. EbMON-
sro~E, Esquire, Secretary to Government in the Secret,
Political and Foreign Department,~No. 5, dated Camp
near Mullair Kotla, 9th February 1809.

Waex I transmitted my last dispatch and mentioned
my intention of addressing you the following day, I hoped
that I had overcome the spirit of procrastination so common
with the natives, and should be enabled to forward the most
authentic proofs of the general good-will and satisfaction
of the several Sikh Chieftains who have claimed and received
the protection of the British Government.

2. The delay which has taken place, however, has not
changed my opinion of their sentiments, but is solely to be
attributed to their habitual indolence, which requiring the
continual application of stimulants ceased to operate with
my early departure from Putteealah, and may also be ascribed
to the distressed state of Rajah Sahib Sing’s finances, who
finds it difficult to raise the advances requisite for the troops
he intended, and I am persuaded wished, should proceed
with me.

3. I marched, in obedience to my orders, on the &th
instant from Putteealah and encamped at Nabah, where I
was received by Rajah Jeswunt Sing with equal but more
decorous satisfaction than has been shown by the Rajah
of Putteealah.

4. This Chief is considered next in rank, and from
his superior sense possesses superior influence, to the Rajah
of Putteealah, and, although I had declined all interchange
of presents with lesser Chiefs, I found that the distinction
with which he had been treated by Lord Lake and the
respect in which he was generally held rendered it necessary
to depart from the resolution as well with him as the Rajah
of Putteealah, and visits of ceremony with the usual exchange
of presents consequently occurred,
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5. This Chicf has received very considerable grants
from Runjeet Sing of his early conquests in the Fuslee years
1214 and 1215, and is consequently apprehensive of suffer-
mg from the interference of the British Government ; to his
verbal and written interrogations on this subject I sent
a letter, the copy of which I have the honor to transmit.

6. It will be my first object to procure, as soon as
leisure and opportunity afford the means, a full and explicit
gtatement of all the earlier conquests and grants of Runjeet
Sing and transmit them to you for the information and
decision of the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General in
Council, and until 'that information is obtained I would
wish to decline offering any decided opinion on the subject.

7. 1It, however, appears to me at present, from the
anarchy and confusion hitherto prevalent, that my first
appeal to the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General in Council
respecting retrospective restitution, though founded on my
ideas of general justice and a repugnance to countenance
the oppressions of the powerful over the weak and the
defenceless, would, if attended to, lead to such a variety of
intricate claims as might perhaps perplex and embarrass
the most upright intention and give general disgust without
affording individual satisfaction ; and to this observation
I may venture to add that the policy which induced the
Rajah of Lahore to bestow his favors on the Chiefs of most
power and influence may perhaps dispose the British Govern-
ment to continue them. '

8. From Nabah, after a halt of a day at the earnest
solicitation of the Rajah, I marched to Amer Gurh and
yesterday arrived at this place, the residence of a vencrable
and much respected Patan Chief called Utta-oola Khan,
from whom the Rajah of Lahore, as mentioned in Mr.
Metcalfe’s dispatches, levied a very heavy contribution in
ready money and for the payment of the balance demanded the
securities of Cheyn Sing, the Dewan of Sahib Sing, Rajah
Bhaug Sing, Jeswunt Sing and Bhye Lall Sing, whose
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thannahs and collectors I found established in every part
of the Patan’s territory.

9. As the late accounts from Mr. Metcalfe indicated a
more pacific disposition in Rajah Runjeet Sing, I considered
it advisable to embrace the pretext for delay afforded me
by their establishment to enforce the orders of Government
by reinstating the Patan Chief in his former authority ;
aud I have much satisfaction in reporting to the Right
Hon’ble the Governor-General that this act of justice has
been completely effected this day, without demur on. the
part of the several pretended securities and to the great
joy of the Patan Chief, who but a few months since
anticipated another visit from the Rajah of Lahore, which
would doubtless have terminated in his absolute expulsion
and ruin.

10. My letters from Mr. Metcalfe, under date the
3rd instant, indicate a greater confidence in the Rajah’s
expressed intention to concede every point which has been
demanded, and my own intellizence from his Court informs
me that his mother-in-law has urged him in the most
earnest manner to avoid hostilities with the British power,
which, as coming from one who has so much cause of com-
plaint and dissatisfaction, will probably have greater weight
at this moment than he has been accustomed to pay to her
representations.

——

21. Translation of a Precept or Ittillah-nameh under the seal of
General St, LecEr and under the seal and signature of
Colonel OcHTERLONT, written the 9th February 1809,
corresponding to the 23rd Zel Hijeh 1223 Hijereh,

Tae British Army having encamped near the frontiers
of the Maharaja Runjeet Sing, it has been thought proper
to signify the pleasure of the British Government by means
of this Precept, in order to make all the Chiefs of the
Maharaja acquainted with the sentiments of the Britich
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Proclamations Government, which have solely for their object and aim to

issued by
General St.
Leger and
Colonel
Ochterlony.

confirm the friendship with the Maharaja and to prevent
any injury to his country, the preservation of friendship
between the two States depending on particular conditions
which are hereby detailed.

The Thannahs in the Fortress of Khurr, Khanpore and
other places on this side of the River Sutledge which have
been placed in the hands of the dependants of the Maharajah,
shall be raised and the same places restored to the ancient
possessors,

The force of Cavalry and Infantry which may have
crossed to this side of the Sutledge must be recalled to the
other side of the country of the Mabharajah.,

The troops stationed at the Ghaut of Philour must
march thence and depart to the other side of the river
a8 described, and in future the troops of the Maharajah shall
never advance into the country of the Chicfs situated on this
side the river, who have called in for their security and
protection Thannahs of the British Government; but if in the
manner that the British have placed Thannahs of moderate
number on this side of the Sutledge, if in the like manner a
small force by way of Thannah be stationed at the Ghaut of
Philour, it will not be objected to.

If the Maharajah persevere in the fulfilment of the above
stipulations, which he so repeatedly professed to do in
presence of Mr. Metcalfe, such fulfilment will confirm the
mutual friendship. In case of non-compliance with these
stipulations, then shall it be plain that the Maharajah has no
regard for the friendship of the British, but on the contrary
resolves enmity. In such case the victorious British Army
shall commence every mode of defence.

The communication of this Precept is solely with the
view of publishing the sentiments of the British and to
know those of the Maharajah. The British are confident
that the Maharajah will consider the contents of this Precept
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as abounding to his real advantage and affords a conspicuous .Proc;iul:)mtionc
1881 y

proof of their friendship, that with their capacity for war, General st
they are also intent on peace, (I;'flﬁfef tE;‘ch.
terlony,

(True Translation.)

K. B. STUART.

22. Translation of another Precept, without date,

A Precept or Ittsllak-namek was formerly written on
the 9th February 1809, corresponding to the 23rd Zee Hijeh
1223 Hijereh on the subject of evacuating Khurr, Khanpore,
Furreedkote, and other places situated on this side of the
Sutledge, and, although only Khurr, Khanpore and Furreedkote
are immediately required to be evacuated, orders not having
yet been received regarding the places more antecedently
placed in the hands of the dependants of the Maharajah ;
accordingly for the satisfaction of the minds of the Maha-
rajah’s Chiefs, this Precept is given, and the preservation of
friendship between the two States is included in the condi-
tions to be mentioned :— .

That the dependants of the Maharajah immediately
raise their Thannahs from the places of Khurr,
Khanpore and Furreedkote and restore them to the
ancient possessors ;

That in future the troops of the Maharajah shall not
enter into the country of the Chiefs on this
side of the River, who for their safety and -
protection have called in Thannahs from the British
Government ;

That the force of horse and foot under Gunda Sing,
who have come to this side, shall be recalled to
the other side to the Maharajah’s own country ;

8
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Proclamations That the force stationed at Philour Ghaut shall march
Jasned DY thence and depart into the Rajah’s country on
%:E)e:e?!gch- the other side the Sutledge ;
terlony. That in the same manner that the British have
placed small Thannahs, so shall the Maharajah
only place at Philour Ghaut a force by way of
Thannah and adequate to the necessity.

By such acts the continuance of friendship between
the two States may be expected, but in case of non-agree-
ment to the above conditions, then shall it appear that
the Maharajah has not at heart the preservation of friendship
between the two States.

(True Translation.)

K. B. STUART.)
23. From N. B. Ebpmonsrone, Esquire, Chief Seorelary to
Government, to ILieutenant-Oolonel OcHTBRLONT,~— dated

Fort William, the 13th of February 1809.

Restoration of I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
}';’:;j‘;:t’g;’gf‘ under datq the 20th ultimo,! and to signify to you the Right
gﬁ:mg ” Hon’ble the Governor-General in Council’s entire approbation

of your communications to Rajah Bhaug Sing, both on the
subjects of Jodh Sing and of the restitution to the original
proprietors of the lands usurped by Rajah Runjeet Sing
during his late expedition, although by such restitution the
Sikh Chiefs may be deprived of some part of their actual
possessions ; and you will observe that the principle stated
by you on that occasion to Bhaug Sing is in exact conform-
ity to the tenor of the instructions of Government conveyed
to you in my dispatch of the 6th instant, and the Governor-
General in Council observes with satisfaction Bhaug Sing’s
acquiescence in the justice of that principle, and confidently
trusts that it will be general among all the Sikh Chiefs
who may be affected by the intended restitutions,

! 14 supra.



L] LUDHIANA AGENCY REOORDS, 1808-09. 59

84. From Licutenant-Colonel D. Ocarerronr, Commanding a
Detachment on the North-West Frontier, to N. B.
Ebxuonsrons, Esquire, Secretary to Government in the
Secret, Political and Foreign Department,—~No. 6, dated
Oamp near Nutthi, 9 miles south-east of Loodeana, the
14th of February 1809,

Waer I transmitted my last dispatch from Mullair
Kotla it was my intention to have proceeded direct to
Loodeana, but these intentions having been prevented by the
arrival of Vakeels from the Rajah of Lahore, and from
circumstances which arose out of their arrival, I judged it
most advisable to pursue a north-easterly direction, which
would shorten my distance from the ultimate point of my
destination and enable me to form a speedy junction, if
Decessary, with the army commanded by Major-General St.

Leger.

2. In forming this decision I was influenced by a firm
conviction that it was not the wish of Government to
engage in hostilities whilst accommodation was practicable,
and if war was inevitable it would be unadvisable to run
any risk when success could be insured.

8. My report to Major-General St. Leger accompanies
this dispatch, and I bave great satisfaction in adding that
the line of conduct I adopted has been honored with his

approbation.

4, Shortly after my arrival on my present ground,
the Vakeels were introduced to me by Rajah Bhaug Sing,
and soon entered into a long and tedious enumeration of
various grounds of complaint which the Rajah had or
pretended to have against Mr, Metcalfe for an undue reserve
on points in which their principal was particularly interested
and desirous of information, and specified in proof his
answers relative to the conquests of the Rajah previous
to that gentleman’s arrival at his Court,

Discussions
with Vakils of
Ranjit Singh.
Halt of Lieu-
tenant-Colonel
Ochterlony’s
force,
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5. I heard everything they had to say without the
slightest interruption, and then told them that, although
the subjects they had mentioned were not immediately in
my province, I felt no objection to assign what appeared to
me the obvious reasons of the reserve of which they com-
plained. Mr. Metcalfe in answer to all the Rajah’s enquiries
had invariably given the same answer, that it was a point
for reference, and if that reference has not been made, and
a decisive answer obtained, they must attribute it solely to
the delays and repeated breach of promises which Mr.
Metcalfe had experienced in the fulfilment of the previous
requisitions, and which, if I remembered rightly, Mr. Metcalfe
had candidly declared must be executed before any other
subject could or would be discussed ; that if Mr. Metcalfe had
received the proofs he required of the friendly disposition of
the Rajah, he would doubtless have instantly solicited the
decision of his Government, and before this an answer would
have been obtained. No improper reserve could therefore
justly be attributed to Mr. Metcalfe, and the question being
at this moment in a state of uncertainty was indubitably
to be ascribed to the conduct of the Rajah himself,

6. When they urged the suspicions and apprehensions
of Runjeet Sing, I replied that, even if Mr. Metcalfe’s
assurances had failed of their due effect in quieting the
mind of the Rajah, he ought to have been convinced by
events and circumstances which had recently fallen under
his own observation that an increase of territory was by
no means an object with or a wish of the British Govern-
ment, as he might have recollected the immediate unsolicited
restoration of a considerable territory to Jesswunt Rao
Holkar and our long resistance of the repeated and earnest
supplication of the Chiefs on this side where we had an
indubitable right to exercise our interference. In conclusion,
I observed that the right to the places in question was
certainly, as Mr. Metcalfe observed, a subject of doubt, but
it might not be unworthy the Rajah’s serious consideration
how far it was advisable for him to engage in hostilities
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on subjects declaredly reserved for reference, and whether it
would not be time enough to involve himself in such a contest
when he found that the decision was unfavorable to his
pretentions.

7. How far the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General
may approve of my engaging in such a long and particular
conversation I acknowledge I feel diffident, but, under the
impression that the views of Government were perfectly
pacific, I hope it will not be thought that in entering into
such an explanation I conceded anything inconsistent with its
character, dignity or honor.

8. It is a sacred duty in me to report faithfully every
transaction, and it will be a source of sincere regret and morti-
fication if His Lordship should think that my explanations
have exceeded the limits of duty or propriety. It is, how-
ever, I trust, warrantable to add that this appeared to make
a very strong impression on the minds of the Vakeels, who
after paying me some compliments on my candour and
sincerity most earnestly solicited me to halt for five days,

until the whole of the conversation should be made known to
the Rajah.

9. A report of this conversation was immediately made
to Major-General St. Leger, and I must confess that, if there
is any impropriety in a compliance with their urgent solicita-
tions, it is justly to be attributed to my opinion, which the
General condescended to ask, viz., that from the late letters
from Mr. Metcalfe and the altered conduct of the Rajah the
delay could not have any injurious, and might produce the
most beneficial, consequences.

10. It is with pleasure I add that the first measure of
the Vakeels was to order Gunda Sing and the troops on this
side of the Sutledge to cross, taking the responsibility of the
measure on themselves, and my accounts late last night
informed me that the whole were withdrawn.
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25. From Lieutenant-Colonel D. Ocmrerroxr, Commanding a
Detachment on the North-West Frontier, to N. B.
Ebxonsrons, Esquire, Secretary to Government sn the
Becret, Political and Foreign Department,—No. 7, dated
Camp near Loodeana, the 18th February 1809,

IN my dispatch No. 6! I had the honor to report my
proceedings up to the 12th instant, and I have now the honor
to acquaint you that the promised time of our halt expiring
on the night of the 16th, I marched yesterday morning with
the approbation of Major-General St. Leger to this place,
which I reached without the slightest interruption about
10 o’clock .M., and took up a strong position with my rear
to the town and a nullak covering my front and flanks,

2. To the west of the town, and on an eminence
which completely commands it and the northern and western
faces, is & fort of considerable extent, which, though out of
repair, might I apprebend be of the greatest use in defending
our post should this be the place ultimately decided upon,
and the ground around affords elevated situations for the
construction of field redoubts. On this important point I
shall be assisted by the more scientific opinions of Colonel
Kyd, who intends minutely to examine and report the result
of his investigations to His Excellency the Commander-in-
Chief.

8. The object of my writing in this early stage of the
business is to re-advert to the circumstance of the district
being one of the earlier conquests of Raja Runjeet Sing from
the widow of Roy Illias and by him bestowed on Rajah
Bhaug Sing, his maternal uncle, one who, notwithstanding
that connexion and the favors of Runjeet, I believe to be most
sincerely desirous of restraining his encroachments and
anxious to benefit by the avowed protection of the British
Government.

4. This Chief, however, in common with all those who
bave received grants from Runject Sing, is very anxious
respecting the extent of retrospective restitution, and hopes a

1 24 supra. -
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confirmation from Government of all lands obtained from that
Chief. They do not, or will not, seem to regard the injustice
of the act; indeed, seem rather inclined to defend it on the
plea that the death of the heir of Roy Illias had placed it
in the hands of a woman unfit and incapable of managing
so extensive a property, and who had in fact mo legitimate
right to the possession.

6. This Chief, adverting to the expressed desire of
Government to establish a post on the left bank of the
Sutledge, has already intimated to me his wish of exchanging
the district of Loodeana for Kurnaul, which he states to be
of only equal value and which he says the Mundul Patans
are very desirous to relinquish.

6. In reply to this intimation, I reminded him that until
the orders of Government were received his right to this
district must be considered as in a state of suspense, but that
I should make known his wishes to the Right Hon’ble the
Governor-General in Council and to Mr. Seton, with whom it
wag probable such an arrangement, if acceded to, would
ultimately rest. I am not aware that his assertion respecting
the dissatisfaction of the Mundul Patans is founded on fact,
and if it is it probably arises from the same cause which
would deter them from the acceptance of this remote district
equally surrounded by Sikh Chiefs, and consequently equally
liable to the inconveniences and embarrassments ; but if there
appears no objection to this exchange, in any other point of
view, it would seem desirable to introduce a Mussulman Chief
where there are already a great number of that persuasion
and who must be more devoted to us than we can ever expect
a Sikh to prove.

7. It may not be improper in this place to remark that,
from a very attentive observation of their conduct and con-
versations ever since my first knowledge of them to the more
recent experience afforded me by this command, I am disposed
to believe that, though very earnest and sincere in their wishes
for the British interference to guard them against the
rapaeious visits and extortions of the Rajah of Lahore, no
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cordial co-operation is to be expected from them in the event
of actual hostilities with that Chief, as I am persuaded they
connect the subjection of his territory and dominion with the
extension of their own power as a nation, and, though I am
fully aware of the disaffection which his ambition, tyranny
and oppression have excited in the Punjab, I am still dubious
whether without previous stipulations the Western Chiefs would
desert his standard and subject themselves to foreign interfer-
ence, differing so essentially in manners, customs and opinions.

28. From A. Szron, Esquire, Resident at Dekli, to Lieu-
tenant-Colonel D. Ocurerroxr, Ludhianch,—dated the
24th of February 1809.

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 18th instant, on the subject of the nature of
Rajah Bhaug Sing’s tenure of the district of Ludhianeh,
his desire to relinquish that district for purgunnak Kurnaul,
and the expediency of the British Government’s agrecing to
that arrangement. I have also received your dispatch of
the same date on the same subject to Mr. Secretary Edmon-
stone, left open for my perusal.

2. In my humble opinion the exchange would be a
measure extremely desirable, in the event of the position now
taken up at Ludhianeh by the detachment under your
command being permanent. At the same time, however, it
does not appear to me that, even in that case, the fixing
the Mundul Patans in Ludhianeh, instead of continuing them
at Kurnaul, is an object of sufficient importance to induce
the British Government to make any very great sacrifice
for its attainment, since the attachment of Rajah Bhaug
Sing will, at all times, facilitate the procurement of supplies,
and secure the general good-will of the district, in an equal
degree, perhaps, to what might be expected were it in the
possession of the Mundul Patans.

8. I do not, however, think it likely that the lattor
would agree to the exchange; for, though I have had no
opportunity of sounding them on the subject, I am suffi-
ciently acquainted with their general sentiments to be
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convinced that they would not consent, without the utmost
reluctance, to an arrangement which removed them still
further from the Doaub, to which they anxiously wish to
return. In the 6th paragraph of your letter to Mr. Secretary
Edmonstone you have expressed with accuracy the sentiments
which I am persuaded they entertain. Their dissatisfaction
with Kurnaul (which is very great) originates in causes
which would operate still more strongly with regard to
Ludhianeh, viz., remoteness from their former possessions,
and its being surrounded by Sikh Chiefs. 1If, however,
Ludhianch were fixed upon as the permanent place for our
military position, and if, on political grounds, Government
deemed the acquirement of still greater local influence in
the district a matter sufficiently desirable and important
to lead it to make a compensation, either territorial or
pecuniary, to the Mundul Patans, for the purpose of in-
ducing them to relinquish Kurnaul, there is no doubt that
the measure might easily be effected,—that is, the Mundul
Patans might cither obtain land elsewhere or pecuniary
allowances in lieu of Kurnaul, which might then, if Govern-
ment thought fit, be bestowed upon Rajah Bhaug Sing,
in which case Ludhianch, being surrendered by that Chief,
would be at the disposal of Government.

4. The above sugmestions are hazarded under the
supposition that our advanced military post is to be perma-
nently fixed at Ludhianeh. You will, however, have been
apprized ere now, by Mr. Secretary Edmonstone’s dispatch
of the 30th ultimo ! to your address, that the necessity of
pitching upon Ludhianeh for that purpose appears less
urgent than was formerly the case, and that it is possible
that a position remote from the Sutledge may be ultimately
fixed upon for the detachment,

5. The present case, as you justly observe, is a marked
instance of the strong idea of legitimate right attached
to the former usurpations of Runjeet Sing on this side
of the Sutledge, and clearly proves the embarrassments in

1 17 supra.
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which we should be involved by attempting to effect a
general retrospective restitution without at the same time
offering an equivalent. To find equivalents in all cases in
which such restitution, in a just, moral and humane point
of view, would be desirable were impossible,—a consideration
which is hostile to the execution of the truly liberal sug-
gestion of restoring Ludbianch to the orphan family of
the unfortunate Roy Illias. '

6. If Ludbianch only yiclds an annnal jumma of
16,000 rupees, its value cannot be much more than a third of
that of Kurnaul, if properly managed. The circumstance,
however, of the jumma being so small may be considered
as facilitating to Government the means of granting an
equivalent to its present possessor in the event of its being
deemed expedient, either from motives of justice and
humanity or on political grounds, to induce him to surrender
it to the British Government,

7. With respect to Kurnaul, its situation is truly deplor-
able, The turbulent and lawless conduct of the zumeendars
and their immediate dependants has given rise to disorders
which the Jagheerdar has not the means of preventing or
checking. I have long been convinced that nothing but the
local presence of a disposable military force could restore
tranquillity and introduce subordination., Hitherto circum-
stances have not admitted of my having recourse to this
mode ; but the time iz now come when it can be resorted
to with effect.

27. From N. B. Epxoxsronk, Esquire, Ohief Secretary to
Government in the Secret, Political and Foreign Depart-
ment, to Lieutenant-Colonel D. OcnrerLoNy, Commanding
a Detachment on the North-West Frontier,—dated the
27th of February 1809,

I ax directed to inform you that the Governor-General
in Council has this day been pleased to appoint Captain
Stuart to be Persian Interpreter and Assistant to you in the
discharge of your political duties, with a salary of two
handred rupees (200 rupees) per mensem,
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28. From N. B. Ebpuonsrone, Esquire, Chief Secretary to
Government sn the Secret, Political and Foreign Depart-
ment, to Lieutenant-Colonel D, OcurerroNy, Commanding
at Lodhiana,—dated the 27th of February 1809,

I ax directed to acknowledge the receips of your.letter
of the 4th instant, No. 4, reporting your further progress
and the occurrences which have taken place since the date
of your former dispatch.

2. The Governor-General in Council directs me to state
to you that he has derived great satisfaction from your report
of the effect which your advance appears to have had on the
minds of the Chiefs through whose territories you have
passed. The ready acquiescence of Rajah Bhaug Sing and
of the Dewan of Bhye Laul Sing in your requisitions to them
to restore o Ranee Dya Koour the places belonging to her
which had been made over to those Chiefs by Rajah Runjeet
Sing is extremely satisfactory.

3. His Lordship in Council further directs me to observe
that the tenor of your discourse to Bhaug Sing and the Agent
of Runjeet Sing at the conference which you held with them
was consistent with the views and intentions of Government
relative to Runjeet Sing, excepting only in the degree in
which you encouraged an expectation of the future conclusion
of a treaty, with regard to which it might have been
advisable, for the reasons stated in the Governor-General in
Council’s instructions to Mr. Metcalfe, to avoid any declaration
on which such an expectation could be founded. At the same
time His Lordship in Council is aware that what you stated
on that subject was consistent with the language employed
by Mr. Metcalfe at the Rajah’s Durbar.

29. From Lieutenant-Colonel D. OcarERLONTF, Commanding at
Loodeana, to A, SEron, Esquire, Resident at Dehli,—

dated Camp Loodeana, the 1st of March 1809,
I mavE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 24th instant,! and begleave to express my sincere
acknowledgments for the communication of your unreserved
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opinions on the subject of the proposed exchange of
Loodeana for Karnaul.

2. In submitting some further observations to your
consideration I am actuated by my ideas of the importance of
Loodeana as a post, both in a military and political point of
view as well as by an earncst desire to meet the wishes of
Rajah Bhaug Sing, whose conduet bas met my entire
approbation.

3. T address mysclf on this subject directly to you in
preference to the Sceretary of Government because I would
wish that my sentiments, i just, should have the sanction
and support of your superior loeal knowledge and experience,
and, if unfounded, that they may be wholly suppressed or
accompanied by an explicit exposition of your objections to
the measure proposed.

4. Only two objections occur to me as of the least
weight against fixing on this place as the permanent military
pust,—1st, its distance from our own territories and con-
sequent difficulty of early reinforcement ; and, 2ndly, its
vicinity to some of the anterior usurpations or encroachments
of Rajah Runjeet Sing which have been bestowed on some of
his most staunch adherents, such as the Dewaun Mokum
Chnund and Ghirba Sing of Bhurt Gurh,

5. To the first objection I would oppose the natural
strength of the ground supported by a fort, which may at &
small expense be converted into a strong depdt and serve as @
protection to the cantonment which will be situated to the
west and under cover of the guns; and to the second I can
only oppose a hope that the regularity and discipline of
the troops, combined with my own anxious endeavors to
prevent any just ground of offence, will guard us against any
dispute or interference.

6. Of the relative value of the two districts I canmot
from memory speak with precision, but it occurs to me that
many of the most productive villages of Karnaul were
bestowel on individwals who had claims, and the residue of
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the district not much exceeding Loodeana in estimated
value was given to the Munduls.

7. Admitting, however, the superior value of Karnaul,
I would still contend that it would be of the greatest
advantage to Government to make a compensation, either
territorial or pecuniary, to the Munduls and acquiesce in
the proposal of Rajah Bhaug Sing, because, admitting, as
I am ready to do, his attachment to the British Government,
I do not consider him to possess that local influence at
this place which would be really useful not only from its
Leing a recent acquisition, but from the superior number of
Mussulman inhabitants and Jaut cultivators who are adverse
to Sikh controul, and he has already stated that with the
loss of the fort he considers the collections involved.

8. In the bands of Govermment and under an amfl
appointed by and subject to the orders of the Commanding
Officer, the troops and followers would not dare to commit
the slightest injury to the inhabitants, and I should hope
that the collections might be increased by the demands of
the detachment to a great extent. However, the revenue
eannot be an object of the slightest comsideration, whilst the
restoration of this little Zaloog to the Rance of Roy Illias and
her adopted son would be such a strong proof of our declared
disinclination to augment our territorial possessions, redound so
highly to the honor of the British character, and form such
a contrast to the rapacious conduct of the Rajah of Lahore,
that I own I feel an earnestness atd solicitude in the decision
of Government which perbaps it would be more prudent to
suppress,

9. It may be proper on this occasion to correct a
statement in my letter to the Secretary of Government under
date the 18th January, where I mentioned that the whole
territory of Roy Illias had been wrested from her with the
exception of only a few villages for subsistence. I am mow
enabled to state on better information that the unfortunate
Ranee was stripped not only of all her territorial possessions,
but even of much personal property, and is now indebted to
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the benevolence of Rajah Sahib Sing for the few villages
which, held and managed by her adopted son, form her sole
support.

10, In'my last of the—— I sent an exaggerated statement
of the possessions of Surdar Jodh Sing, which I now find,
including mssuldars or petty Surdars dependent, do not exceed
one lack-and-a-half of rupees, In reporting the conduct of

.this Chief I performed a duty, but, with every prospect of an

accommodation with the Rajah of Lahore, I own I should be
gorry to see him deprived of his possessions for a fidelity
excited by attachment and gratitude, and which disdained the
temporising policy of the other Chiefs who had equally
benefited, and some of whom, I am afraid, would have been
more dangerous as friends than foes,

11. Revertiag again to your letter of the 24th and with
reference to the despatch of the Secretary of Government of
the 30th January ! alluded to therein, I would wish, with
deference, to observe that the nearer and closer our intercourse
with the Rajah of Lahore, the more our proximity admits
of his witnessing the discipline and regularity of our troops,
and the more clearly we evince the injustice of his doubts and
suspicions, the more likely we are to acquire that degree of
confidence which will tend to the ultimate accomplishment of
those views which first suggested the mission of Mr.
Metcalfe,

12. The apprehensions of a French invasion may be
thrown more distant by the recent events in Europe, but in
my humble judgment should never be so far lost sight of,
whilst there is a possibility of such an attempt, as to induce
us to neglect every means in our power of conciliating the
good-will and inspiring the confidence of every intermediate
power through whose territories they must pass, and on this
account I feel a firm persuasion that much good might
result from the conclusion of a general treaty of amity with
the Rajah of Lahore, and under a like conviction should

117 supra,
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hope great advantages from the appointment of a permanent
Resident at his Court.,

13, Embassies dispatched in moments of exigency and
for particular purposes can never be expected to be attended
with those advantages which must be derived from a constant
cultivation of mutual good-will when no immediate danger is
pending, and, whilst it is considered as a mark of respect,
affords the means of acquiring a knowledge of parties, in-
terests, influence and character, which is essential to the
successful issue of every negociation; and if these ideas are
well founded, I should regret the recall of Mr. Metcalfe, who
appears under many disadvantages to have latterly acquired
the favorable opinion of the Rajah and has doubtless acquired
that information which would be useful hereafter.

380. From A. Sgrov, Esquire, Resident at Dehli, to N. B,
Epxonsrong, Esquire, Chief Secretary to Government,
Fort William,~dated the 3rd March 1809,

HaviNg received a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Och-
terlony enclosing & memorial from Rajah Bhaug Sing,
requesting that on resigning Zalooker Ludhianeh to the
British Government he may obtain in lieu thereof a grant
of either Kurnaul or Panipat, I have the honor to transmit
the original memorial, accompanied by a translation, together
with copies of Colonel Ochterlony’s letter and of my reply,
for the consideration and orders of Government.

ENcLosURE T0 30.

Translation of a memorial from Rajah Brave Sine which
accompanied Lisutenant-Colonel Ochterlony’s letter of the
25th February 1809 to the Resident at Dehls,

~ Tae British army has now reached Ludhianeh, and,
together with the fort, has selected four or five thousand
beegahs. I am ready to agree to everything, even to sacrifice
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arc 41 villages now in my possession, the annual fumma of
which is Rs 17,800, The collections of these villages depend
upon the possession of the fort, and when the fort shall no
longer be in mine their realization will be rendered difficult
and the productiveness (sic). As I have again and again
evinced my attachment to the British Government, and as the
system of that Government is ever strictly conformable to
the principles of justice, I hope that, in lieu of the fort of
Ludhianeh with the adjacent talookek of 41 villages, the
purgunnak of Kurnaul, including the collection of the dutics
as well as the possession of the land, may be bestowed upon
me, or, if that cannot be, that purgunnak Panipat, including
the privilege to collect duties, may be conferred upon me. In
the event of the jumma of Paniput exceeding that of
Ludhianeh (v¢z. Rs. 17,800), let my talookek of Chundyalch
and other villages belonging to me be transferred to the
British Government in lieu of that excess. In other words,
I request that, on my relinquishing the fort and villages of
Ludbianeh, the talookek of Chundyaleh and other detached
villages, a sunnud for purgunnak Paniput, including the right
to the duties as well as to the land, may be bestowed upon
me.

31. From A. Strov, Esquire, Lesident at Delli, to Licutenant-
Colonel D. Ocnurercoxr, Commanding at Ludliundl,—

dated the 4th of March 1809.

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 25th ultimo, enclosing a memorial from Rajah Bhaug
Sing requesting that, in exchange for Ludhianeh, he may
obtain from the British Government a grant of Kurnaul or
Paniput.

2. From the honorable testimony borne by you to the
good conduct of Rajah Bhaug Sing and from the decided
preference and steady attachment evinced by him to the
British interests at a moment, and upon an occasion which,
from his conmnection with his nephew Rajah Runjeet Sing,
must have cost him a painful struggle, it would certainly be
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desirable to meet his wishes with respect to the exchange if it
could be done without giving rise to inconvenience. To
myself I confess it appears that, on the grounds of policy, the
arrangement would not be altogether advisable. However
trustworthy Rajah Bhaug Sing himself may be, we cannot
be certain that his successors will be equally deserving of our
confidence ; even in his own time it may be presumed that his
principal officers being Sikhs (as would probably be the case)
would be partial to their countrymen, and inclined to keep up
an intercourse with Lahore, which under certain circumstances
might be found detrimental to our interests. But, supposing
this objection to be visionary or the supposed evil to be too
remote to be allowed to influence our present conduct, I do not
think the arrangement could be adopted with respect to
Kurnaul from the difficulty of devising an eligible and
suitable indemnification for the present Jagheerdars, who
could not, consistently with the good faith of Government, ba
removed without their own consent, and who, if removed,
would expect an equivalent in land. With respect to Panipuf,
it appears to me that, from its greater vicinity to Delhi, the
political objection operates still more forcibly to that purgus-
nah than to Kurnaul, exclusive of which it may be observed
that, from the physical position of Paniput and from its
present condition (great part of it being granted in jagheers),
it may be expected in the course of time to become a most
productive district to Government. When, by the deaths of
the present grantees, the jagheers shall become escheats, the
revenue will become very considerable ; and if the canal of
Dehli be reopened, which, from the happy termination of our
difference with the Sikhs, may, I think, be considered as more
likely than at any former period, the purgunzak in question
would be rendered invaluable,

8. Such are the grounds upon which, in my humble
opinion, it would not be altogether advisable to comply with
Rajah Bhaug Sing’s application. No one, however, can be
more sensible of his merits than myself, and no one can be
more desirous of preventing our military post at Ludhianeh

10
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from being attended with loss to him. For the mere ground
occupied by our cantonment (supposing it to be fixed at that
place) a pecuniary indemnification might, I imagine, be
tendered to him ; or, if that could not be done without hurting
his feelings as an independent Chief, a portion of land, equally
productive, might be bestowed upon him in some part of the
Assigned territory. With respect to the fear expressed in his
memorial, that our occupying the fort would embarrass the
collections of the whole talookek, I should imagine it must
be partly ill-founded, and that it might be found practicable
to adopt measures which would give effectual protection to his
lands and people.

4. 1 shall transmit a copy of your letter to me on the
subject, together with a transcript of this my reply, and the
Rajabh’s memorial, for the consideration and orders of the
Right Honorable the Governor-General in Council.

32. From A. Serown, Esquire, Resident at Dekli, to Lieutenant-
Colonel D. Ocurerionr, Commanding at Iudhianeh,~—
dated the 10th of March 1809.

I was duly honored with your letter of the 1st instant ?
and have maturely considered its interesting contents.

2. With respect to that part of it which relates to the
district of Ludhianeh, I think the question may be divided
into two parts, v¢z., the expediency of obtaining the right to
dispose of that falookck by bestowing an equivalent upon
Rajah Bhaug Sing, and the fixing upon Kurnaul as the
equivalent. With regard to the former, I concur most
sincerely with you in opinion that, considering the merits and
claims of Bhaug Sing and the unfortunate and very pleading
predicament of the widow and family of the late Raee 1lias,
the making a compensation to the former and the restoring

¥ 20 supra.
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the district to the latter would exhibit to the surrounding
nations a striking proof of the justice, public gratitude and
liberality of the British Government. I also think that the
restoring the district to the family of Raee Ilias would be
attended with the great political advantage of convincing the
Sikh Chiefs that we have no desire to extend our territorial
possessions. But, though it certainly appears to me, upon
these grounds, that the inducing Rajah Bhaug Sing to accept
an equivalent for Ludhianeh, and the then bestowing the
district upon the family of Raece Ilias, would be an arrange-
ment no less honorable to our national character than desirable
in a political point of view, I confess that, for the reasons
stated in my letter of the 4th instant to your address, I still
continue of opinion that it would not be advisable to establish
a Sikh Chief in purgunnak Kurnaul, even though the Mundul
Patans could without injury or inconvenience be transferred to
another part of the country. I should, however, be extremely
happy to see the merits of Rajah Bhaug Sing rewarded in a
manner which, to himself, appeared adequate to his claims.

8. With respect to the conduct of Surdar Jodh Sing, I
think with you that, considering the prospect which has for
some time prevailed of our differences with Runjeet Sing
being brought to an amicable termination, his having joined
that Chief cannot be considered as a mark of hostility
‘towards us sufficiently decided to render him liable to the loss
of his dominions on this side of the Sutledge, although it is
‘pretty evident from it that, had war taken place, he would
‘have become a hearty partizan of Runjeet Sing.

4. Although upon the present occasion you do not
express a desire that your letter should be laid before
‘Government, I nevertheless think it my duty to submit
it for consideration, as I conceive it must be desirable

Wish of the
Raja of Jhind
to exchange
Ludhidna for
Karnil.
Views of the
Resident at
Delhi.

_ Case of
Sardar Jodh
Singh, Kalsia.

to His Lordship in Council to be made acquainted with .

the sentiments of all executive officers holding high and
responsible situations on points immediately connected with
those situations. . Under this impression I shall transmit to
the Chief Secretary a copy of your letter and of this my reply.
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83. From N. B. Epwonsron®, Esquire, Ohief Secretary to
Government, Fort William, to Lieutenant-Colonel OcH-
r2rLoNr, Commanding at Lodhiana,~dated the 13th
March 1809.

Orders of I mave the honor to ackmowledge the receipt of your
Qovernment  XNo. 5, dated 9th  digpatches of the dates and numbers

en Colonel February.* . ;
g;htea;ny’- No. 6, dated 14th  noted in the margin, and to state to you

a e8 L] .
Noo' to. Fe;‘:“‘;” “dated 18t  Fuch observations as the contents of them
February.® have sugg-ested to the P.ight Honorable

* 20, 24 and 25 swpra.  the Governor-General in Council.

9, I am directed, however, in the first instance, to advert
to the enclosed copy of the Governor-General in Council’s
instructions of this date to the Envoy at Lahore, which is
transmitted to you because His Lordship in Coumncil deems
-it proper, under the arrangements now prescribed, that you
should be apprized of the grounds of their adoption, and of
the views and intentions of Government relative to the Rajah
of Lahore and the other Sikh Chiefs,

Detormination 8. You will observe from this document, and you will

zem,f;ftt:,? be informed by His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief

Ludhidaa. previously to your receipt of the present dispatch, that Gov-
ernment has resolved to maintain the post of Lodhiana with
the detachment under your command. When Mr. Metcalfe’s
mission therefore shall be considered to have completely
terminated, the charge of any eventual communications with
the Rajah of Lahore will devolve upon you, according to
the arrangement described in my letter to your address of the
29th of December.

gesireof . 4. The Governor-General in Council is aware that, in
that the " consequence of the Rajah of Lahore’s compliance with all the

%f:;l{ 'S'ii;:h requisitions of the British Government, Mr, Metcalfe may

should be con- have quitted the Rajah’s Court before his receipt of the
ﬂmtg Mr instructions now transmitted to him. But in that event it
is still the intention of the Governor-General in Council that
the measure of concluding the intended Treaty should be

accomplished through Mr, Metcalfe’s agency, as being so



1.] LUDHIANA AGENOY REOORDS, 180809. 77

immediately connected with his anterior negotmtxons at the
Court of Lahore.

5. The transmission of the enclosed document supersedes
the necessity of any further discussion of the subject of the
resumption of Rajah Runjeet Sing’s ancient conquests on
this side of the Sutledge, and of any reply to the observations

on that subject contained in your dispatches now acknowl-
edged.

6. The Governor-General in Council entirely approves
the measure of reinstating the Patan Chief, Utta Qolla Khan,
in the full possession of his territory, as reported in your
dispatch of the 9th ultimo. It is proper to observe that the
<opy of your letter to Rajah Jeswunt Sing of Nabah, referred
to in the bth paragraph of your despat.ch of the 9th ultimo,
has not been received.

7. The Governor-General in Council received with some
concern the report of your conference with the Vakeels of
Rajah Runjeet Sing, contained in your dispatch No. 6, dated
the 14th ultimo, and especially the information conveyed in
a letter from the Adjutant-General to the Secretary to Gov-
ernment in the Military Department, that you had referred
to Major-General St. Leger the preposition of the Vakeels
soliciting the halt of the British troops during five days.

8. Mr. Metcalfe intimated to Government that the
ostensible objects of the dispatch of these Vakeels to your
camp were to shew to the world that the establishment of
a military post on the frontier took place with the concur-
rence of Rajah Runjeet Sing, and to attend you to the place
which might be fixed for the station of the detachment,
observing that the Rajah’s real view probably was to
obviate public discredit by appearing to have a share in
the arrangements connected with that measure; and the
Governor-General in Council concludes that in announcing
to you the despatch of the Vakeels, Mr. Metcalfe communi-
cated to you these objects of their mission. His Lordship in
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Council therefore observes that you would have acted more
prudently by refusing to attend to any representation on their
part directed to the object of restraining the advance of the
detachment, and therefore inconsistent with the declared
purpose of their mission.

9. His Lordship in Council observes that, by entering
into those points of discussion which formed the subject of
your conferences with the Vakeels, you incurred the hazard
of the evils generally attending a double negotiation, and, by
listening to remonstrances founded on an impeachment of the
candor and sincerity of the Envoy and an indirect menace of
hostility, you exposed to risk the credit of the Envoy and the
dignity of the British Government. In proportion as the
Rajah of Lahore manifested a disposition to hostility, the

‘honor and the interest of the British Government required the

exertion of promptitude and firmness. His Lordship in Council
therefore cannot avoid remarking that the very arguments
by which the Vakeels endeavoured to induce you to halt were
precisely those which should have led you to advance agrec-
ably to the instructions which you bad received from the
Commander-in-Chief.

10. His Lordship in Council at the same time is
satiéfied that you acted in the manner which appeared to
you to be most conducive to the public interests, and most
conformable to the pacific intentions of Government, and,

‘although the Governor-General in Council is bappy to find

that no serious embarrassment has ultimately resulted from
the measures which you adopted, His Lordship in Council

is compelled, by the obligation of his duty, to express his

opinion of the error of your proceedings on this occasion.

11. The Governor-General in Council further observes,

in the 3rd paragraph of your letter of the 10th ultimo

to the address of Major-General St. Leger, an allusion
to a declaration under your seal and that of the Major-
General, in the possession of the Vakeels, containing a full
explanation of the intentions of the British Government
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and of the orders which you had received, and remarks
that no copy of that important document has been transmitted
to Government.’

12. With the exception above stated, your proceedings,
as reported in the dispatches now acknowledged are entirely
approved.

13. The Governor-General in Council is "disposed to
concur in opinion with you that the exchange of Lodhiana
for Kurnaul suggested by Bhaug Sing is objectionable,
and at all events does not consider it an object of suffi-
cient importance to warrant any sacrifice, territorial or
pecuniary, on the part of the British Government. His
Lordship in Council, however, suspends his final judgment
on that question until the receipt of a report from the
Resident at Delhi respecting the state of the district
of Karnaul and other local points connected with the
subject.

14. As the concluding paragraph of your despatch of
the 18th ultimo implies & supposition on your part that in
the event of an open rupture with Rajah Runjeet Sing, and
of the destruction of his power, it was the intention of
the British Government to appropriate the territories of the
Punjaub, I am directed to signify to you that this design
was never in the contemplation of Government, and that if
war had taken place with the Rajah of Lahore, and had
terminated in the subversion of his dominion, Government
would have judged it consistent with the principles of a
wise and liberal policy to restore to the several Chiefs of the
Punjaub the possessions and the rights of which they have
* been deprived by the systematic usurpation and ambition of
Raja Runjeet Sing. '

15. - A copy of this despatch will be transmitted to
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief and to the Resident
at Delhi.
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From Iieutenant-Colonel D. Ocurerrony, Commanding at
Loodeana, to N. B, Epmonsroxg, Esquire, Chief Secre
tary to Government, Fort William,—XNo. 8, dated
Loodeana, 17th March 1809,

T BaVE the honour to transmit, for the information of the
Right Hon’ble the Governor-General in Council, a statement
of the Forces' and Revenues of the Sikh Chiefs on this side of
the Sutledge.

2. In submitting these documents to His Lordship’s
attention, and with reference to the 10th paragraph of your
dispatch of the 29th December 1808, it becomes my duty to
communicate such opinions as are the result of local observa-
tion; and in obedience to those instructions I shall submit
them to His Lordship’s consideration with diffidence but
without reserve,

8. When the Sikh Chiefs first solicited the protection
of the British Government, their jealousy would have yielded
to their apprehensions, and whatever measures it had tken
thought proper to adopt would not only have received the
cordial co-operation of those who urged our interference,
but would have been aided by a reasonable pecuniary contribu-
tion for the support of such a force as might be considered
requisite to the object.

4. It would have been a subject of stipulation in which
our own interest or distant possible events would have been
unknown, and they would have clearly understood that they
were left an option of acceding to the offered and regulated
terms of a just and liberal Government, or submit to the
rapacious demands of a capricious and arbitrary tyrant, whom
they had seen at one hour levying a contribution and the
next seizing & whole district. They knew that they were
certain of continually repeated exactions, without feeling any
confidence that such payments would ultimately preserve their
property.

} Printed as Appendices A, B and C to “ The Rajas of the Punjab.”
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5. When His Lordship in Council determined on
assuming the long established, though neglected, privilege,
these Chiefs had learnt from the Mission to Lahore that
their protection was only a secondary object, and I belicve
they are not without suspicion that circumstances might have
rendered them entirely dependent on the Rajah of Lahore,
with the sanction and approbation of the British Government.
Under these circumstances and impressions the majority, and
particularly those who felt the greatest apprehensions, rejoiced
the more sincerely in our approach and interference from
an idea that they should now derive a permanent, essential
and also a gratuitous advantage.

6. When, in obedience to orders, I transmitted the docu-
ments which form a part of this dispateh to His Excellency
the Commander-in-Chief, I remarked that—‘The revenue
of each must be considered in a great degree conjectural, and
with reference to the system of collection universally adopted
throughout the country, which is a very small part in money
and a portion of the crop varying according to the degree of
indulgence or favour wished to be extended to the individual,
and in some cases a politic attention to the strength of the
village and disposition of its inhabitants.”

It is, however, on the whole the most accurate I have
been able to obtuin, though not so much so perhaps as I could
have wished, the necessary enquiries having led to surmises
and reports unfavourable to its prosecution and perfectly
foreign to the object.

7. The reports and surmises alluded to were most
industriously circulated, and detailed minutely conversations
that had never passed and demands that were never made,
yet had a slight foundation in fact, which gave the colouring
of truth to the grossest and most interesting falsehood.

8. The whole originated in my investigations respecting
the general resources of the country, and lately in a short
desultory conversation in which I wished to sound the leading

11
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Chiefs on the subject of a pecuniary demand, and in order
to do away the unfounded rumours which I found these
general enquirics had excited, I not only mentioned it with
great caution, but prefaced what I was about to say by a
declaration that it was neither by orders from Government nor
bad I reason to believe it an object, but that I thought it
possible they themselves might feel more satisfaction in
making such an offer which, if received, would be the mrore
acceptable as the result of their own choice, and would terd
to produce such orders from His Lordship as would frec
them from an anxiety as to the future which I was well
informed they had felt and canvassed.

9. The exaggerated details which followed were with
some the cffect of design, but in general only the result
of that vague and uncertain information obtained by common
native news-writers on subjects of real importance, and which
compels them to substitute eonjecture for faet to amuse those
whose credality attaches importamce to their information.

10. From these enquiries, from the manmer in which
they have been sedulously reported and exaggerated, from the
result of my short conversation, and from a long amd very
attentive observation of the Sikh character, and a particular
acquaintance with some of the leading Chiefs, it is my humble
opimion, 1lst, that their revenue system docs not admit of
any pecuniary contribution which would be an object of con-
sideration ; 2ndly, that it would be advisable for Government
early to declare to the Sikh Chiefs through the Resident at
Deblie, or such other channuel as is judged proper, in the most
elear and explicit terms the exact nature of the relations of
protection and dependence which shall permanently exist
between them and the British Government, and to what
extent and in what cascs the adjustment of their concerns,
eollectively or individually, shall come under the cognizance,
notice or deeision of the Resident at Deblic or other authority
subordinate to him.

11.  Their suspicion and jealousy, however strong, bends
to the confidence they place in any written declaration of
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the British Government, and as its decisions cannot be unjust
or unrcasonable they cannot, in my humble judgment, be
too soon promulgated.

12. With the greatest deference I beg leave to offer
it as my opinion, after the most attentive observation, that
the cordial and sinccre co-operation of the Sikh Chiefs, the
facilities and resources of the country, the passage and pro-
tection of convoys and all other advantages expected from
our connection with this confederacy of Chiefs can only be
relied on by, 1st, the declared exemption from all pecuniary
tribute; 2nd, a declaration not to interfere further in the
internal economy of the country than to insist that they
shall abstain from all violences or encroachments on each
other, and that actual possession at a defined period shall be
considered to constitute a right of property which will not
admit of infringecment without an appeal to the Supreme
Government or Resident at Dchlie; 8rd, that the British
Government shall have a right to call on the several Chiefs
for a certain portion of their known permanent force for
three months in every year, if required, without pay, and
to demand and expect their zealous and cordial eco-operation
with the British troops on any invasion of their country,
and their assistance to and protection of all convoys pro-
ceading to the British Detachment or Armies; 4th, that
all European articles shall be exempted from duty in passint.g
through the country ; 5th, that all horses purchased on account
of the Company and having the passport of the Resident at
Dehlie shall be exempted from the payment of duties to any
Chief through whose districts they may pass.

138. I indulge a hope that the suggestion mentioned
in the 5th article would greatly facilitate and increase the
supply of Cavalry horses, and by limiting the exemption
to those only who have the passports of the Resident of
Dehlie, it permits the free exercise of their former privilege of
sayer duty on all those brought for private trade without their
being liable to deception by forged parwanahs, and that the
whole, taken as to their effects on their opinions or prejudice
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Views of are such as are likely to subdue jealousy, excite confidence and
82,‘1‘:‘1:;} a(zdtl; inspire gratitude.

the policy

which should 14. Adverting to occurrences of recent date and to
be observed g

towards the  arguments brought forward by the Sikh Chiefs themselves

Sikh Cuiefe. 4 support of some of the early usurpations of the Rajah
of Lahore, it may not be considered unadvisable to insert
some clause which shall define the rights of widows, establish
the claims of adopted children, and assert their own paramount
authority to assume or bestow possessions where there is
no legal heir.

15. Under such declarations or definitive regulations,
which leaving them the uncontrouled exercise of their former
power in all just cases and only depriving them of the
privilege of preying upon or injuring each other, I should
hope that time and experience of substantial benefit must
produce the good effects which I have described ; and if such
consequences should be the result—and I trust they will not be
considered as unreasonable inferences—we shall have derived
advantages from assuming the protection of the Sikh Chiefs
which appear to me of far greater value than any pecuniary
contribution their military habits or revenue system would
possibly admit.

18. It is for the superior wisdom of His Lordship in
Council to decide on the probable justness of the conclusions
I have drawn and the propriety of the measures I have
proposed. It will be my anxious endeavour, as it is my
bounden duty, to give effect, to the utmost of my power
and ability, to such other plan or system that may be thought
more salutary or advisable.

17. Supposing the suggestions I have taken the liberty
with diffidence to recommend to form the groundwork of our
arrangements with the southern Chiefs, and the attachment
and gratitude to follow, which I have ventured to predict,
1 should consider that on any emergency we might calculate
on the cordial co-operation of at least 5,000 Irregular Cavalry ;
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and it may also be a subject not unworthy the consideration of
higher authority whether the advanced position we have now
taken and the relation in which we shall now stand with
the neighbouring Chiefs do not diminish, if not do away, the
necessity of the large force now maintained in Z¢//ak Merutt,
and suggest the expediency of increasing the usual force now
at Karnaul, from which place we could advance in any force,
on the slightest indication of hostile intentions, either direct to
this post and enter the Punjab, or take such centrical position
between the eastern hills and the sandy and arid districts to
the west as must, I should imagine, intercept any large bodies
attempting to enter the Doab or our southern possessions on
this side of the Jumna.

35. From N. B. Epmonstone, Esquire, Chief Secretary to
GQovernment, Fort William, to A. Seron, Esquire, Resi-
dent at Dehli,—dated the 3rd of April 1809,

T au directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch
under date the 11th ultimo, enclosing a copy of a letter from
Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony representing the merits of
Rajah Bhaug Sing, the expediency of rewarding him by a
grant of Karnaul, and the good effects likely to be produced
by the restoration of the district of Lodhiana to the family
of Raee Ilias Khaun, together with a copy of your reply.

2. The sentiments of Government on the subject of an
exchange in favor of Bhaug Sing of Lodhiana for Karnaul,
which correspond with your own, have already been communi-
cated to you and to Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony. Those
sentiments remain unchanged. However desirable it may be
both to gratify Bhaug Sing and to obtain the credit of an
act of justice and benevolence by restoring Lodhiana to
the family of Raee Ilias Khaun, those objects must not be
prosecuted at the hazard of other political interests, unless the
prosecution of them were connected with the obligation of
public faith, the fulfilment of which must ever be considered
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of paramount importance. In the present case no such obliga-
tion appears to exist beyond the necessity of compensating
Rajah Bhaug Sing for the loss which he may sustain by the
cantonment of a detachment of British troops at Lodhiana,
and this compensation has been already authorized by the
orders of Government contained in my letter to your address
of the 20th ultimo. The conduct of Bhaug Sing has certainly
been highly commendable, but it must be remembered that,
while he sacrificed no interest for which he will not obtain
an equivalent, he has derived in common with the other
Sikh Chiefs on this side of the Sutledge the solicited benefit
of the British protection.

3. An obligation to effect the restoration of the district
of Lodhiana to the family of Raee Ilias Khaun could only
be admitted by the recognition of a principle of action which
would require the interposition of our influcnce and power in
all other similar cases, our cognizance of which cannot justly
be expected, nor prudently exercised. To pursue the dictates
of abstract justice and benevolence by the indiscriminate
redress of injuries, beyond the limits of our admitted authority
and controul, would be to adopt a system of conduct of which
the political inconvenience and embarrassment would not be
compensated by the credit which might attend it.

4. TFor these reasons, the Governor-General in Council
does not decm it expedient to adopt either of the measures
suggested by Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony, and the compen-
sation, or rather the remuneration, proposed for Rajah Bhaug
Sing is the less necessary, as you will observe by my despatch
of the 13th ultimo, and my separate despatch of this date,
that the occupation of the military post of Lodhiana is only
intended to be temporary, and that consequently the fort and
the ground at present occupied by the British detachment
will revert to that Chief.

5. A copy of this letter will be transmitted to His
Excellency the Commander-in-Chicf and to Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Ochterlony.
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86, From Lieutenant-Colonel D. Ocurerronr, Commanding
at Loodeans, to N, B. EpwonsroNe, Esquire, Clief
Secretary to Government, Fort William,~No. 9, dated
28th March 1809,

As it appears from the communications of Mr. Metcalfe
that he is apprehensive the delays which have occurred in the
surrender of Furreed Kote originate in a deep laid system of
deception and for purposes hostile to the British interests, I
take the liberty to press an early consideration of the proposi-
tions contained in my dispatch No. 8 ? asbest tending to secure
the cordial co-operation of the Chiels on this side the Sutledge.

2. My own secret intelligence from the Rajah’s Durbar
coincides also with the Envoy’s information that Jodh Sing
Kulseeah is the most strenuous advocate for war, and I
would humbly submit to the Right Hon’ble the Governor-
General in Council the necessity of ordering provisionally,
and in the event of actual hostilities, the immediate seizure
of the districts and villages held by that Chief, to remain
in a state of sequestration till the re-establishment of peace.

8. I should be inclined to recommend their instantaneous
distribution amongst those Chiefs who have manifested the
most zeal and steadiest adherence to the British interest, if
the Sikh character admitted of such demonstrations of our
generosity and good-will. But if any circumstances of policy
should induce His Lordship to resume the grants and restore
the lands to Jodh Sing, I am apprehensive no previous
explanation would prevent the grantees from considering such
a measure as much an infringement of their rights as though
they had been long in actual possession.

4. Unaccountable as such conduct might seem and how-
ever unnatural such a character may appear, it is not the less
true, and in my long acquaintance with mankind I have
never seen a race so strongly characterised by an almost
brutal ignorance, selfish depravity, shameless falsehood, un-
principled cunning and a suspicion so excessive that even
benefits must be long felt before they are received as uncon-

nected with some sinister design,
34 supru,
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387. From A. Ssron, Esquire, Resident at Dehli, to N. B.
Epxovstong, Esquire, Chief Secretary to Government,
Fort William,—dated 1st April 1809.

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a despatch No. 9 ¢
from Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony to your address, which
that officer transmitted open for my perusal.

2. As far as I have yet been able to ascertain the wishes,
doubts and expectations of the friendly Sikh Chiefs on the left
bank of the Sutledge, I think it my duty to take the liberty of
respectfully submitting it as my humble opinion that nothing
would be more likely to tranquillize the minds and secure the
confidence of those Chiefs than the adoption of the suggestion
contained in Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony’s despatch No. 8
(under date the 17th March)? to your address. 1f the principle
of the suggestion be honored with the approbation of Govern-
ment, it may perhaps be deemed desirable to accelerate its
exccution, with the view of counteracting the intrigues now
practising by the Dewan of Runjeet Sing and others for the
purpose of rendering them doubtful and diffident as to the
ultimate intentions of the British Government. I have every
reason to believe that, if Rajah Bhaug Sing now manifests
a degree of anxiety which he did not at first express on the
subject of our occupying the fort of Ludhianeh, it is entirely
to be ascribed to the effect of the intrigues to which I now
allude. I have endeavoured, but with less success than I
wished, to tranquillize his mind by observing to him that the
occupancy of the mere fort cannot be attended with loss
to him, since the ground is totally umproductive ; that the
presence of the British troops, by preserving order and reg-
ularity in the district, must promote its general prosperity ;
while the ready market for every species of produce which the
vicinity of the cantonment affords must greatly add to the
value of the land. From Rajah Bhaug Sing’s replics to letters
from me, containing these and other arguments, it forcibly
strikes me that a new influecnce of a pernicious and counter-
acting nature operates upon his mind, and I attribute it to

1 36 supra.
3 34 supra.
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the intrigues of the emissaries of Mohkum Sing, the Dewan
of Rajah Runjeet Sing,—a circumstance which renders me
extremely desirous to convince Rajah Bhaug Sing and the
other friendly Sikh Chiefs in a similar predicament, that the
British Government has it not in contemplation to over-set
their independence.

38. From N. B. Epxovsrong, Esquire, Chief Secretary to
Qovernment, Fort William, to Lieutenant-Colonel Ocn-
rerLoNy, Commanding at Lodhiana,—dated 10th April
1809,

I au directed to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch
No. 8, dated the 17th ultimo,! enclosing statements of the
conquests and grants of Rajah Runjeet Sing and of the
estimated revenue and military establishments of the Sikh
Chiefs between the Sutledge and the Jumna, and submitting
to the consideration of Government a plan of arrangement
calculated to determine the exact nature and extent of the
relations which shall hereafter subsist between the British
power and those Chiefs, and to communicate to you the
sentiments and resolutions of the Right Hon’ble the Gover-
nor-General in Council on the points to which your despatch
relates.

2. With this view it is necessary to refer to the funda-
mental principles and objects of the policy which has been
pursued with relation to these Chiefs and to apply them to
actual circurnstances and to future contingent events.

3. The views of the British Government in declaring
these Chiefs to be under its protection coincided entirely with
their interests and wishes at the time when that declaration
was promulgated. They had experienced the effects of that
rapacity and usurpation on the part of Rajah Runjeet Sing
against which they had previously solicited our protection.
The career of his violence and ambition was arrested by the

3 34 supra.

Orders of
Government
as to the
declaration
of policy to
be made to
the Protected
Sikh Chiefs.



Orders of
Government
as to the
declaration
of policy to
be made to
the Protected
8ikh Chiefs.

80 LUDHIANA AGENOY RECORDS, 1808-09. [ Camae.

interposition of the British Government, and while we pursued
the dictates of our own interests, by setting bounds to the
progress of his usurpations we established a just claim to
the gratitade and attachment of the Chiefs who derived the
immediate benefit of that exertion of our influence and power.
It is true the advance of a detachment of British troops to the
Sutledge was connected with a precautionary system of
defensive arrangements against the expected danger of a
French invasion, but it involved also the effectual protection
of the Chiefs on this side of that river and was proximately
directed to that object. Their entire satisfaction at the
advance of the detachment therefore was naturally to be
expected, and appears to have been evinced.

4. It is to be assumed as a principle that the interests
of these Chiefs are incompatible with the interests and designs
of the Rajah of Lahore. It is their object to be independent
of his controul, but only in the degree in which the British
protection is necessary for that purpose to be dependent upon
us. Obligations, however, between States, as between individ-
uals, must to a certain extent be reciprocal, and the true point
of policy is to balance those obligations. It is equally our
interest, as it is the interest of the Sikh Chiefs, that the
Rajah of Lahore should not be suffered to extend his dominion
over them, and thercfore their concurrence and co-operation
in measures admitted on both sides to be necessary for that
purpose might reasonably be expected, but this bond of com-
mon interest would be materially weakened, and confidence

‘and attachment would give place to jealousy and aversion

if our interference in their concerns should impose upon
them obligations of a nature to place them in a condition of
absolute dependence upon our authority and of subjection to
our controul. All that our interest requires of them is that
they should facilitate the execution of measures of which the
object is their security and advantage as well as our own. Of
this description is the optional march of our troops through
the territories under their authority. But this measure may
eventually be expedient at a time when to them it may appear
unconnected with any object in which they have a direct and
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immediate interest. The right, however, must be asserted and
maintained on the ground of the dependent relation in which
they are placed towards the British Government by the per-
manent protection afforded them. The report contained in
your despatch now acknowledged warrants a belief that they
already apprehend a diminution of the independence they
formerly possessed and an encroachment on their rights, and
that they view the position of our troops as & means of
establishing over them a direct controul. It is of importance
therefore, as you have observed, to apprize them distinctly and
without delay of the relation in which they are in future to
stand towards the British power. It is also, for the same
reason, of importance to regulate that relation by the principles
above described, and in a manner calculated rather to confirm
their confidence than to secure advantages by demanding
concessions referable to future events and not to the actual
situation of affairs, nor indeed would any stipulations not
conformable to their own sense of interest secure such advan-

tages.

5. At the date of the imstructions to which you refer
events were contemplated of a nature to require, on the basis
of common interest, the establishment of more intimate re-
lations with the southern Chiefs. The expectation of such
events cannot now be pleaded as a ground of argument for
demands applicable only to their occurrence.  Our interference
in the concerns of the Sikh Chieftains relatively to each other,
abstractedly considered, was never an object of interest to this
Government ; a commixture in their dissensions and disputes
must ever be embarrassing and vexatious ; our interference in
their internal concerns was intended only in the degree which
might be unavoidable at a time when by the position of our
troops the British authority might be said to be planted
within the limits of their possessions, and which might be
necessary on a principle of indulgent and conciliatory attention
to their interests. It forms no part of the general objects of
our policy, nor is it necessarily connected with the obligations:
of general protection which we have assumed.
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6. This view of the subject is substantially described in
my despatch of the 6th of February, but Government having
recently had-occasion to enter more directly into a discussion
of the subject and to communicate its sentiments to His
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, I am directed to transmit
to you the enclosed extract from that communication.

7. It only remains to state to you the precise terms
of the declaration to be promulgated among the Sikhs on
the subject of their future relation towards the British power,
with reference to the views and principles described in the
enclosed document and in the present letter ; and the Gover-
nor-General in Council is of opinion that it may be limited to
the following points :—

1st, an assurance of permanent protection from the
authority and controul of Rajah Runject Sing.

2ndly, their exemption from all pecuniary tribute.

3rdly, their continued exercise of the same rights and
authority that they have hitherto enjoyed with-
in the limits of their respective possessions.

4thly, that they sball afford every facility and ac-
commodation to the British troops whenever
Government shall judge necessary, for purposes
connected with the general interests of the
State, to march its troops into their country.

Gthly, that they shall zealously co-operate with the
British power on any invasion of their country.

8. The Governor-General in Couucil will have no objec-
thon to the addition of the 4th and 5th articles suggested in
your dispatch, both on account of the reduction of charges
on Europe articles required when a British force may be in the
country of the Sikhs and on horses purchased for the Cavalry,
and as an indication of the acknowledged supremacy of the
British power, which could not perhaps without some degree
of discredit be subjected to the payment of duties to Chiefs
placed in a condition of dependence upon it.
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9. The Governor-General in Council is also of opinion
that it would be advisable to suffer it to be generally under-
stood that the advanced post at Lodhiana is not intended to
be permanent.

10. You are authorized to convey to the Sikh Chiefs in
such mode as you may judge proper a declaration to the effect
above described.

11. T am directed to observe, before closing this despatch,
that the statements which accompanied your letter now ack-
nowledged contain much highly desirable information.

12. A copy of this despatch will be transmitted to His
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief and to the Resident at
Delhi.

39,

From Lieutenant-Colonel D. Ocmrerronr, Commanding
at Loodeana, to N. B. Epmonsrone, Esquire, Chief
Secretary to Government, Fort William,—No. 11, dated
Loodeana, 19th April 1809.

O~ the 7th instant I had the honour to address His
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, No. , to which not
having yet received a reply, but concluding my application
has been forwarded and being mest anxious to preserve the
favorable opinion which honored me by the selection for this
command, I am induced to submit to the consideration
of His Lordship in Council a copy of such part of the
correspondence I have maintained with His Excellency the
Commander-in-Chief as will account for the request I have
deemed it necessary to make.

In general I have forborne to make any comment, because
a consciousness of rectitude will not submit to the language of
complaint, and accusation would be improper.

The pointed animadversions of the Right Hon’ble the
Governor-General communicated in your letter of the 13th
ultimo ! appear to have been produced by a letter from the

1 88 supra,
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Adjutant-General of which I have yet no other information
than what your letter has afforded, nor bas His Excellency
condescended to acquaint me through any other chaunel of
his disapprobation, or the reasoning on which it was founded.

In my letter to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief
of the 7th instant I have considered it an act of justice
to myeelf to state—what I entreat may be fully understood
by the Right Hon’ble the Governor-Geuneral—that there was
no indirect menace of hostility, but on the contrary the halt
was solicited as & boon and received as a blessing,

5. It has occurred to me, however, on a re-perusal of my
letter to Major-General St. Leger of the 10th February
that the indirect menace alluded to may have originated in
the interchange of messages which took place before the
conference, and if this] was the fact I must observe that my
conduct was not only evidently uninfluenced by that message
in its harshest construction, but was in direct eonformity to
my instructions to keep only so far in advance of Major-
General St. Leger as to admit of his being within a day’s
march to support any attack, if necessary. My only subject
of deliberation that night (and I determined only after a
very considerate and serious review of all my instructions from
Government, His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief and
the Major-General Commanding in the Field) was whether
I should proceed direct to my ultimate position and singly
risk the occurrence of hostilities, or whether I should move
in such a line as would approximate the advance corps to this
post and to Major-General St. Leger’s supporting army at
the same time,

6. The conference with the Vakeels on the succeeding
day gave a new aspect to every object, and I yielded to earnest
entreaty a halt which appeared to me to be in strict con-
formity with the wishes of Government and afforded time
for the amicable completion of a work which Mr. Metcalfe’s
letters informed me was in a favorable train, whilst they
indicated a supposition that I should remain some time at
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Putteealah, and clearly evinced that I was further advanced
than either tbat gentleman or the Rajah of Lahore had
imagined,

7. His Lordship has been graciously pleased to assign to
my conduct the praise of good intention, but waving such
negative applause I would wish, if the preservation of peace
was really an object of solicitude, to urge my claims to superior
distinction, and with all deference, but with the confidence
of truth, to assert that, disclaiming as I did all right or power
of negotiation, the conference with the Vakeels and conse-
quent halt were at that moment most particularly calculated
to allay, and did for the time extinguish, the suspicions that
rankled in the mind of the Rajah of Lahore: it stamped

irresistible conviction of the true value of Mr., Metcalfe’s -

oft-repeated assurances, and I would proudly boast that in
this act alone I gave effect to that officer’s endeavours to
accomplish amicably the objects which the Right Hon’ble the
Governor-General bad in view, and which would have been
frustrated if I had acted otherwise than I did, and I prevented
the unnecessary occurrence of hostilities without any compro-
mise of the honor of the British Government, at a time when
the British Government was desirous of a pacification, and
when the Rajah of Lahore had not only evinced a spirit
equally amicable, but had given proofs of his final submission
to all the demands which had been the subject of discussion
at his Court for a considerable period of time,

My reply to the letter of the Rajah of Lahore delivered
to the Vakeels shews no desire to intermeddle in any points
of negotiation, but indicates in firm, though polite, terms my
determination to examine, if not canton in, our present
position ; and if delays have occurred, if suspicions have again
been excited, they will not be found to originate in any act of
mine, and I feel the greatest satisfaction in thinking that the
Envoy at Lahore will not hesitate to vouch that he has found
me most anxious to conform to his suggestions and promote
the objects of his mission, the interest of the service and the
.dignity and honor of the Government,
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In entering into this detail I have only in view my
own justification. To remain in this command when the
sentiments of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief are in
opposition to the favorable opinions which called me from
obscurity must, I fear, be attended with inconvenience, if not
danger, to the publick service, and to myself must prove a
source of continual mortification and regret. :

40. From N. B. Epwnonstone, Esquire, Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort William, to Licutenant-Colonel OcHe-
r2rL0NY, Commanding at Lodhiana,—~Dated 29th April
1809.

Tae Right Hon’ble the Governor-General in Counecil
has received from the head-quarters of His Excellency the
Commander-in-Chief copies of His Excellency’s orders to
your address of the 23rd ultimo, of your reply, and of your
subsequent letter to the Adjutant-General of the 7th instant,
from which His Lordship in Council has learned with great
concern that you have judged it necessary to resign the
command of the detachment posted at Lodhiana.

2. On this occasion I am directed to express to you
the particular regret of the Governor-General in Council that
your resignation and the circumstances attending it should
have led to a termination of your command so different from
that which was contemplated when you were selected for that
service, and should have required the expression of those
sentiments of disapprobation which accompany the acceptance
of your resignation and which will be communicated to you by
the Commander-in-Chief.

8. The Governor-General in Council is nevertheless
desirous of rendering the justice that is due to your general

conduct in the execution of the important duties assigned

to you, by acknowledging with satisfaction the proofs you
have afforded of that activity, local knowledge and judgment
which first recommended you to the choice of Government, and
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which, with the single exception of what relates to the
Vakeels from Runjeet Sing, have entitled every part of your
political conduct to approbation.

4, The minute and satisfactory information which you
have furnished respecting the possessions, power and dis-
positions of the different Chiefs on this side of the Sutledge
is deemed worthy of particular acknowledgment, and your
judicious suggestions and advice respecting the policy to be
pursued in that country, and the relations to be established
with it, have become in truth the foundation of the measures
which have been adopted by Government on these important
subjects.

5. The Governor-General in Council has great pleasure
in conveying to you this testimony of approbation of that
part of your proceedings which appears to him entitled to
it, and His Lordship in Council bas only to regret that
the points which are deemed reprehensible in your conduct
are of a nature too important to admit the suppression of
sentiments calculated to excite painful sensations in your
mind, but demanded, in the judgment of the Governor-General
in Council by the occasion, for the maintenance of subor-
dination both in the Civil and Military Department of the
State.

6. You will be pleased to deliver over the public docu-
ments in your possession connected with the political duties
of your command to the Resident at Delhi.

—

41. Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel D. Ocmrerzoxr, to Raja
Sanrs Sinen of Putteealah,—dated 2nd May 1809,

WHEN I had the pleasure of a personal meeting with you
at Putteealah, and on many other occasions through your
Vakeel, I had the satisfaction of making you acquainted with
the generous disposition of the British Government in sending
a detachment of troops for the protection of the Chiefs on

13

Resignation of
his command

by Colonel
Ochterlony
and orders of
Government.

Letter from
Colonel Ochs
terlony to the
Raja of
Patidla.



Letter from
Colonel Och-
terlony to
the Raja of
Patidla.

98 LUDHIANA AGENCY RECORDS, 1808-09. [ Caar.

this side of the River Sutledge in assent to your and their
repeated application to be protected from violence and oppres-
sion. A Treaty has also been concluded on the 25th of April
1809 between Rajah Runjeet Sing and Mr. Metcalfe on the
part of the British Government in which it is particularly
provided that Rajah Runjeet Sing shall in future abstain
from the acts of violence which he had been accustomed to
pursue, and in which he has renounced in future all right and
authority to interfere with the Chicfs of Malwah.

Agreeably to this Treaty, of such benefit to the interests
of all the Chiefs and particularly to you, by which you are all
received into the protection of the British Government, I am
convinced that, in return for such distinguished display of
their favor, you will seek the pleasure of the British Govern-
ment above every other consideration.,

For your further satisfaction I have the pleasure of
acquainting you with the substance of instructions which I
have just received from Government regarding the Chiefs
of Malwah:—

Ist.—In'[future the country of all the Chiefs on this side
of the river shall be guarded from the encroachments of Rajah
Runjeet Sing.

2nd.—TFor the protection thus granted to the Chiefs no
tribute shall be demanded.

3rd.—The Chiefs shall remain in full exercise of all
their usual and former rights and privileges in their own
possessions,

4¢h.—Should the British army, through views of general
welfare, have occasion to pass through this country, the Chiefs
shall to the utmost of their power assist the British troops
with supplies and every other necessaries.

5¢h.—Should an enemy approach from any quarter for
the purpose of conquering the country on this side of the river,
all the Chiefs, agreeably to the rules of friendship and of
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mutual interest, shall join their force to those of the British
and make one cause in expelling the enemy.

6tk.—All Europe articles which may be bringing for the
use of the army shall be allowed to pass without the demand

of the duty by the Thannadars and Sayerdars of the several
Chiefs of Malwah,

7th.—Also all horses for the use of the army, purchased
in the district of Sirhind or any other quarter, the bringers of
which are provided with passports from the Resident at Dehli

or Officers Commanding the district of Sirhind, shall be

allowed to pass without duty.

(True translation.)
K. B. STUART.

42. Translation of an Ittallah-nameh addressed to the Chiefs of
the country of Malwah and Sirhind on this side of the
River Sutledgey~dated 2nd May 1809.

Ir is clearer than the sun and better proved than the
existence of yesterday that the marching of a detachment
of British troops to this side of the river Sutledge was
entirely at the application and earnest entreaty of the several
Chiefs, and originated solely from friendly considerations in
the British Government to preserve them in their possessions
and independence. A Treaty having been concluded on the
25th of April 1809 between Mr. Metcalfe on the part of the
British Government and Maharaja Runjeet Sing, agreeably
to the orders of the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General in
Council, I have the pleasure of publishing for the satisfaction
of the Chiefs of the country of Malwah and Sirhind, the
pleasure and resolutions of the British Government as con-
tained in the seven following articles : —

1st.—The country of the Chiefs of Malwah and Sir-
hind having entered under the British protection, they shall
in future be secured from the authority and influence of
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Maharaja Runjeet Sing conformably to the terms of the
Treaty. '

2nd.—All the country of the Chiefs thus taken under
protection shall be exempted from . all pecuniary tribute to
the British Government.

3rd.—The Chiefs shall remain in the full exercise of
the same rights and authority in their own possessions which
they enjoyed before they were received under the British

protection.

4th.—Should a British force on purposes of general wel-
fare be required to march through the country of the said
Chiefs, it is necessary and incumbent that every Chief shall
within his own possessions assist and furnish to the full of his
power such force with supplies of grain and other necessaries,
which may be demanded.

&5th.—Should an enemy approach from any quarter for the
purpose of conquering this country, friendship and mutual
interest require that the Chiefs join the British army with
all their forces, and exerting themselves in expelling the
enemy act under discipline and proper obedience.

6¢tk.—All Europe articles brought by merchants from-
the eastern districts for the use of the army shall be allowed
to pass by the Thannadars and Sayerdars of the several Chiefs
without molestation and the demand of duty.

7th.—All horses purchased for the use of the Cavalry
regiments, whether in the district of Sirhind or elsewhere, the
bringers of which being provided with eealed ratdarses from
the Resident at Dehlie or Officer Commanding at Sirhind,
shall be allowed to pass through the country of the said Chiefs
without molestation or the demand of duty.

(True translation.)

K. B. STUART.
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43. From Lieutenant-Colonel D. Ocnrerronr, Commanding
at Loodeana, to N. B. Epmonstone, Esquire, Chief
Secretary to Government, Fort William,~No. 13, dated
Loodeana, 6th May 1809.

I mave the honor to transmit you herewith a copy of
a letter, with translations, written to the Raja of Putteealah
in consequence of the instructions contained in your dispatch
of the 10th ultimo.?

2. Similar letters have been written to all the southern
Chiefs who solicited our protection, varying only in trifles
adapted to the person addressed.

3. T have also given to all the Vakeels in attendance
on me an Ittsllak or Iskitar mamek, & copy of which, with
translation, I have also the honor to transmit under the en-
velope, and copies of this latter document have also been sent
to the restored Chiefs of Khar, Furreedkote and Mullair
Kotlah, as well as to the actual dependants of Raja Runjeet
Sing possessing lands on this side of the Sutledge, with the
exception of Jodh Sing, Kulsiah, to whom I have delayed the
transmission, as, the conduct of that Chief having been
represented to the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General, an
official paper of this nature might be construed into an act
of indemnity interfering with His Lordship’s decision, whilst
the exception for a short period will augment his estimation of
any lenity shewn.

4. I have omitted hitherto to mention that, notwith-
standing my repeated observations to Rajah Bhaug Sing
and Bhye Lall Sing that their attendance with their troops
was no longer necessary, these Chiefs as well as those of
Putteealah and Nabah declined the permission to depart till
the actual surrender of Furreedkote convinced them of the
certainty of an amicable accommodation of all differences.

5. The whole conduct of Rajah Bhaug Sing had been
marked by such a sense of propriety and attachment that
I could not refuse to his solicitation the usual presents on

1 38 swpra.
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his taking leave, which denote favor, and, though by no means
so well satisfied with Bhye Lall Sing, I found I could not
make a distinction between them, without entering into dis-
cussions which had now become unnecessary and of accusations
which he would deny and I was not disposed to support. I
therefore gave to both the customary presents at their taking
leave.

6. The communication of the determination of Govern-
ment to withdraw this post at an early period I have ventured
for the present to withhold, as the expenses which have been
incurred, both in the fort and in establishing cantonments, -
may induce the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General to
change that intention, and in this reserve I have been further
induced by orders from His Excellency the Commander-in-
Chief indicative of a longer continuance at this post than
appears to have been in contemplation when your letter was
written.

7. TFeeling as I do the fullest conviction that the pro-
tection of the Southern Chiefs has been fully effected by the
declaration of the right to protect, it appears a contradiction
to attach much value or importance to this place as a post,
more particularly when I acknowledge that some of the incon-
veniences described in your letter will doubtless be experienced,
but I cannot contemplate its relinquishment without a very
sincere regret, estimating its importance only as connected
with that yet possible event which first suggested the advant-
age to be derived from the maintenance of a force in this
advanced position.

8. As it affects the Rajah of Lahore, it is certainly
a menacing position, but as an object of jealousy it will every
day be viewed with more and more indifference as our for-
bearance and moderation become more conspicuous. As a
grand step in advance towards a Europecan enemy, it cannot
I should imagine be considered unimportant, and as a perpetual
memento of the obligations due to us by the Chiefs we protect
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and of the fidelity and attachment we have a consequent right
to expect it will have its use.

9. Whatever Raja Bhaug Sing may urge to the contrary,
he must in time (if not already) be fully scnsible of the great
advantages derived from troops being stationed in the district,
and the possession of the fort and ground occupied by the
cantonments kept for purposes of exercise would be amply paid
for at Rs. 500 a month or Rs. 6,000 per annum.

44. Translation of a letter without date from Raja Ru~xsEET
Sine,

I mAVE received your kind letter conveying to me agree-
able news of your welfare, health, and acquainting me with the
unjust conduct of Goorbha Sing towards Kesar Sing in
having taken possession of several villages belonging to the
latter, recommending me to take cognizance of the affair, also
other particulars.

I have already written to Goorbha Sing ordering the
evacuation of the places belonging to Kesar Sing and for-
bidding his offering any injustice to the said person and a
servant on my own part has received the strongest charge and
injunctions to caution him in future against conduct which
may cause your disapprobation, which he has been ordered to
pay every attention to avoid. Should any unworthy conduct
a second time proceed from him you may depend that proper
notice shall be taken of it., You have alluded that he might
be the means of (God forbid) estranging the mutual friend-
ship. Dear Sir, what can this mean ? By the blessing of the
self-sufficient Disposer, a Treaty of mutual good-will and
friendship has been happily concluded between the two mighty
States, and unceasing pains are taking on both sides for its
preservation. It cannot be impaired by the instigation of
such a person, who shall not even be allowed to draw his
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breath, but for the good of both States. As far as regards me
and this affair, you may put your mind perfectly at ease. It
would be very improper to represent it to Calcutta, and I hope
this shall not be done. In every instance I have taken, and
shall take, proper care that there be no cause of difference
considering both sides to be a family of one. I hope you will
without ceremony write to me on any affair or business,
assured that I shall accomplish the same. May the days of
joy and happiness belong to your wishes.

(True translation.)

K. B. STUART.

45. From Licutenant-Colonel P, Carer, Military Secretary
to the Commander-in-Chief, to A. Skron, Esquire,
Xesident at Dellv,—dated Head Quarters, Meerut, 23rd
May 1809.

By direction of the Commander-in-Chief, I have the
honor to transmit for your information copy of a General
Order dated 22nd instant, directing Lieutenant-Colonel Och-
terlony to resign the command of the detachment of British
troops at Loodhiana to Lieutenant-Colonel Hutchinson, the
next senior officer, when it may be convenient to him to
do so, and you will perceive by the accompanying copy
of my letter to the latter officer that he has been apprized
of the intentions and wishes of Government regarding
the civil duties which may devolve on him in his new
command.

With reference to the 24th paragraph of Mr. Edmon-
stone’s letter to my address of the 29th April, respecting the
instructions of Government to Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony,
under date the 10th ultimo, I have in obedience to His
Excellency’s command addressed a letter to that officer, of
which the enclosed is a copy, and when I am honored with his
reply you shall be made acquainted therewith,
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Encrosurk 1o 45.

From Lieutenant-Colonel P, Carer, Military Secretary to the
Commander-in-Chief, to Lieutenant-Colonel D, OcHTEER-
zony, Commanding at Ludhiana,—dated Meerut, 22nd
May 1809.

WaeN 1 had the honor to address you on the 20th
instant it did not appear to the Commander-in-Chief that
any instructions regarding the political functions of your
command were necessary. It has, however, since occurred to
His Excellency as well as to Mr. Seton that, in the event of
your being engaged in any correspondence with the Sikh
Chiefs in the course of carrying into effect the instructions of
Government to your address under date the 10th ultimo, and
of your having made to them any explanatory communications
which are not final, it would be, His Excellency conceives, for
the advantage of the public service that you should continue
to hold your present command until the whole be determined,
since it would be much more easy for you to finish what
you have begun (more especially while at Ludhiana) than for
the Resident at Delhi to take up the business and bring it to
a conclusion,

It is, however, by no means the wish of the Commander-
in-Chief that the above suggestion should occasion your
detention at Ludhiana one moment longer than may be agree-
able and convenient to yon. For this reason no alteration
takes place in the order for the transfer of your command to
Lieutenant-Colonel Hutchinson, which is worded as His
Excellency had directed before he deemed it advisable to
desire me to address you on this subject.

46, From Lieutenant-Colonel D. Ocmrerronr, Commanding
at Loodeana, to N. B. Epxnonsrone, Esquire, Chicf Secre-
tary to Government, Fort William,—dated Loodeana,
25th May 1809.

I map last night the honor to reccive your letter of the
29th ultimo,? and on the evening of the 23rd instant I
received from the Military Secretary to His Excellency the
Commander-in-Chief a copy of your dispatch of the same date.

! 40 supra. : .
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2. I feel myself perfectly inadequate to express the

‘regret, contrition and gratitude, which these communications

have excited, and I can only hope that His Lordship will do

justice to those sentiments which I have not language to
define.

3. I would wish to think that there are few officers in
the service who expect and exact more rigid attention to the
essentials of discipline from those under his command than
myself, and I feel a firm persuasion no one is more disposed
to show respect, deference and obedience to superiors ; it was
not therefore without very sincere concern that, whilst I felt
myself compelled to acknowledge the force and justice of
every argument in your address to Lieutenant-Colonel Carey,
I was also obliged to admit that I had permitted circum-
stances and feelings to 'lead me apparently to act in direct
contradiction to my principles and practice.

4. Submitting therefore with the utmost deference to
His Lordship’s decision and acknowledging with gratitude
the lenity I have experienced, I trust I may be permitted,

-without transgressing the bounds of respect, to attempt to

extenuate, and to this end I must solicit His Lordship’s

-attention to a distinction which, however erroneous, had a

considerable share in the censure of the Right Hon’ble the
Governor-General.

5. It struck me that a general order gravely promul-
gated on full and mature deliberation might be considered as
essentially different from a letter of instructions written under
the impression of an inaccurate and erroneous report. A very

strong and important fact was unknown to His Excellency

when the letter of the 23rd of March was written, and I
conceived it not only justifiable but necessary to report for
His Exocellency’s information that the insult and aggression
alluded to appeared to me to have originated in the circum-
stances of Captain Matthews encamping under the walls of a
fort of the Rajah of Lahore with less ceremony than would
have been observed at one of our own, and it therefore became
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necessary I should appeal to those customs and usages which
were familiar to His Excellency, and the infringement of
which on the part of our troops the Commander-in-Chief was
not then aware of.

6. An investigation had been ordered, but the Adju-
tant-General’s letter was written before the result of that
investigation had been reported to His Excellency, and what
is noticed in the 11th paragraph of your letter to Lieutenant-
Colonel Carey as objections to the Commander-in-Chief’s
order were meant only as observations arising from the very
great difference which appeared between the investigation
by Major Adams and report of Captain Matthews. My
expressions have very imperfectly conveyed my meaning,
if they seem to imply disobedience or even an objection
unjustified by that variation, and which were submitted to
His Excellency’s judgment and consideration, not merely as
an act of duty, but with a hope that they weuld prove
acceptable.

7. In the midst of a native territory where every
peasant is armed, where shooting at a mark is a constant
practice, where every revolving moon is ushered in by a
discharge of musquetry, and the celebration of every festival
is attended with a waste of gunpowder, I confess I felt
myself embarrassed by instructions which seemed to me to
leave the population of the country at the discretion of
any officer who might interpret accidents into aggression,
mistake merriment for insult, or resent indiscretions produced
by his own intemperance or misconduct. In elucidation of
these suppositions I hope I may be allowed to refer to the
report of Major Adams where the TRanakdar declared that
the shots fired were at a mark, where it is proved that
the folowers of Captain Matthews’ detachment unmolested
purchased grain and other articles of necessary consumption,
and where it is shown that in order to form a road for his
guns that officer threw part of the glacis into the ditch.

8. My principal aim in submitting these observations
to His Excellency’s consideration was a hope that they would
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produce such a modification of the order as would at least
transfer the discretionary power of inflicting punishment from
every Subaltern euntrusted with the command of a small
party to the officer holding the general command of the
detachment. In the attainment of this object, dictated by
strong feeling, I certainly had no thought of the Raja of
Lahore or his adherents, the Envoy or my own political duties.
It was an effort to obviate measures which appeared to me
unnecessarily harsh and severe, and I am at this moment
convinced that if I had been happy enough to have made my
motives intelligible, instead of being suspected of premeditated
disrespect and disobedience, I should have been considered to
have rendered a service most grateful to His Excellency’s
feelings and disposition. I entrcat His Lordship will believe
my most solemn assurances that I had not the most distant
idea of disrespect, and that I lament most sincerely that my
language could bear an interpretation so foreign to my
intentions, or lead to an idea of either civil or military
insubordination equally repugnant to my principles and dis-
tant from my contemplation.

9. Of my resignation I shall not offer a defence. It
arose not from any but many circumstances, some of which
would be unnecessary and some perhaps improper to be
brought forward. I must be dead to every sense of honor,
ambition and interest if I could be insensible of the importance
of my command and of the great and flattering distinction
it conferred. It was not therefore without reluctance that I
yielded to a strong conviction that it was the most acceptable
sacrifice I could make to His Excellency the Commander-
in-Chief, and would in the strongest and most satisfactory
manner evince my dutiful respect for his sentiments, opinions
and wishes.

10. The view in which His Lordship has seen my
conduct must be a subject of regret, but, whilst I acknowledge
with sentiments of profound gratitude that even under these
impressions justice has been tempered by mercy, I cannot
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but indulge a hope that there may be found in this respect-
ful explanation some circumstances which will palliate my
errors and induce His Lordship not altogether to withdraw
those favorable sentiments which first honored me by the
selection for this command, and which have even in this last
instance condescended to soften the severity of reprehension.

47. From Lieutenant-Colonel D. Ocmrerronr, Commanding at
Loodeana, to Lieutenant-Colonel O4rEr, Military Secre-
tary to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief,—dated
Loodeana, 26th May 1809.

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter accompanying the copy of a dispatch from Mr. Secre-
tary Edmonstone to your address and your private letter of
the 22nd instant, -

In His Excellency’s concurrence in the opinion held by
the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General I feel the sincerest
satisfaction, but I cannot too often repeat that, however
unfortunate I may have been in my expressions, I never for a
moment intentionally violated the deference and submission
due to His Excellency’s situation and authority.

Of my resignation I shall not offer a defence unless by
n reiteration of my assurances that I thought it the strongest
proof I could at the moment give of my respectful submission
to His Excellency’s supposed opinions, but the impressions
under which that resignation was offered having been removed
by your kind and candid private communications, I cannot
transmit the enclosed copy of my dispatch to Mr. Seton
without acknowledging that it would be most grateful to
my feelings to owe my restoration to the command to His
Excellency’s recommendation, not only as it would affect me
in the opinion of Government on the only point which has
incurred their unqualified censure and disapprobation, but as
it would evince His Excellency’s concurrence in the indul-
gent view taken of my conduct by the Right Hon’ble the
Governor-General in Council,
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48, From Licutenant-Colonel D, Ocmrerronr, Commanding
at Loodeana, to A. Skton, Esquire, Resident at Delhi,—
dated 26th May 1809.

I po not lose a moment in transmitting you a copy
of a letter which I have received from the Military Secretary
to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief.

2. In thus early drawing your attention to this letter
and to the observations which I shall have the honor to make
on the arrangements which it has pleased His Lordship to
make in consequence of my resignation of this command, I
am governed by a sense of duty which supersedes every
apprehension of their being liable to a suspicion of an
interested or selfish nature.

8. The letter from His Excellency’s Secretary supposes
that I may bave made some communication of a description
which not being final may require explanation or elucidation,
and for these purposes alone His Excellency, concurring in
opinion with you, conceives it of importance to the publick
service that I should remain till they are completed. Of
this description, however, there are only two which are likely
to require particular reference to Government, and it is
probable instructions on both may arrive before I can reach
Kurnaul, which will render all reference unnecessary.

4. It is not therefore on any ground of effecting a
final explanation of any particular business, but on general
principles of possible publick advantage and utility, that I beg
leave to solicit your opinion how far, under my notion of
probable benefit, it would be expedient or proper for me to
remain in the actual discharge of my political duties till the
further pleasure of His Lordship in Council can be received.

5. You are already apprized of the reasons which for
the present have induced me to withhold any communications
respecting the probability of the relinquishment of the ad-
vanced position, and you are aware that the Rajah of Lahore
has received intimation that in all cases whers he deems
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it necessary he is to correspond and communicate with and
through me as the Officer Commanding at Loodeana.

6. The extensive districts held by himself and his
dependants, the defection of some, his right to others, and
the requisite permission to pass troops to this side of the
Sutledge for the chastisement of the disaffected, and the

general controul of all, have been already the present cause of

correspondence and must be, from the nature of the Treaty
and the locality of the command, a continual recurrence.

7. To appeal in all such cases, trivial perhaps and
unimportant in their nature, but of obvious necessity to
pursue, to you at Delhi will be such an additional burthen to
your other duties, and occasion so great and injurious, and of
course disgusting delays to the parties interested, that I con-
sider it a duty to suggest to you, with your concurrence and
support to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, either
tbat I should remain in command in the exercise of my
political functions till the pleasure of Government is known,
or that His Excellency should take on himself to select such
officer as he may deem competent and invest him with similar
powers under his own authority.

8. As I have taken the liberty ever since my resignation
to state my ideas of the importance of this post, it would
be intrusive to press the subject again on the attention of
His Lordship in Council, but I hope it will not be deemed
presumptuous if I venture to suggest an arrangement, in the
event of a continued determination to withdraw the post of
Loodeana, which in my humble judgment would preserve
many, if not all, the advantages without any very material
expense or inconvenience, which is to retain possession of the
fort and to garrison it with such a number of companies ag
‘His Excellency may think proper, and that it should be made
the stationary residence of an officer, civil or military, who
under your orders should have charge of all political commu-
nications with the Rajah of Lahore and a general controul
and superintendence of the southern Chieftains.
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9. Without an interference beyond the wishes and
intentions of the Right Hon’ble the Governor-General in
Council, I feel a conviction that much anarchy and discord
amongst the Chiefs may be avoided by the simple expres-
sion of his wishes or recommendation. Their dependence and
submission would be confirmed, and all references respeeting
the passage of troops or any other communications with the
Rajah of Lahore would be easily accelerated, whilst the officer
so stationed would, with proper management, keep up such
correspondence and obtain such intelligence as may eventually
prove of the first importance.

10. The mere ocoupancy of the Fort of Loodeana by a
few companies I consider of the greatest consequence, and the
experienced abilities, address, firmness and judgment of Mr.
Metcalfe could in no place be more usefully employed till a
wider field is offered for the exercise of his approved talents,

11. In consequence of the opinions and observations
which I have here ventured to offer, I shall consider myself
at liberty to avail myself of His Excellency’s idea of pub-
lick expediency and remain in command till I receive His
Excellency’s further orders on a cousideration of this letter.
At the same time I earnestly request you will forward my
letter express to Government, for unless His Excellency the
Commander-in-Chief thinks my propositions inadmissible or
improper, I cannot think myself justified in quitting the
command, unless relieved of my political functions on the
spot, also till the Right Honorable the Governor-General is
in possession of my sentiments.

49, From ILieutenant-Colonel D. Ocurirrovr, Commanding
at Loodeana, to A. Ssron, Esquire, Resident at Delhi,—
demi-official dated 26th May 1809.

ConviNceD that a person vested with political functions,
and competent to communicate when necessary with the
Rajah of Lahore, is of more importance, or at least of as much
importance as the post itself, I have sent you the accompany-
ing public letters ezpress.
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It is particularly necessary and important whilst the
detachment remains, but I have already said that protection
is given by assuring the right to protect. Yet so many, and
go various, are the cases for a Political Agent, so much added
toil would be imposed on you, and so many benefits would
I conceive arise from one being stationed in the Fort of
Loodeana in my opinion, that I should have been guilty of a
most reprehensible neglect and a more unworthy silliness if
I had suffered any circumstances to restrain an unreserved
communication of my sentiments on an occasion 8o important.

‘Were I the Commander-in-Chief, I should not hesitate
to order Metcalfe to Lioodeana or invest some military man
with my political duties pro fempore. If the detachment
is to be withdrawn he can retire from political power with
it, but it is my deliberate opinion that such a situation should
exist even if the detachment is withdrawn. I earnestly
request you will forward my letter by express to Government,
for, unless His Excellency thinks my propositions inadmissible
or improper, I do not, I cannot, think myself justified in

quitting the command till the Governor-General is in posses--

sion of my sentiments.

No delay need take place in the transmission, as I have
sent a copy to the Sccretary for His Excellency’s information,
opinion and orders;

50. From A. Seron, Esquire, Resident at Delli, to Lieuten-
ant-Colonel D. Ocurertovr, Commanding at Ludhiuneh,—
dated 29th May 1809.

I ax just honored by the receipt of your dispatch of
the 26th instant,® stating it as your opinion that your
quitting Ludhianeh without leaving at that post some person
vested with political authority to correspond with Rajah
Runjeet Sing and other Sikh Chiefs for the purpose of
adjusting without delay the numerous matters of reference
likely to occur, would be attended with inconvenience to the

public service.
! 49 supra.
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2. 1 have no hesitation in acknowledging that, in my
humble opinion, your view of the matter is very just, and
that, for some time at least, the furtherance of the public
service would be promoted by continuing to station at Ludhi-
anch a person of ability, experience and local knowledge,
vested with political powers for the purpose of adjusting
without delay all disputed points and all those matters of
doubtful right, which may be expected to take place, until the
happy operation of the late amicable arrangements, by soften-
ing animosity and inspiring confidence, shall have lessened the
probability of any such occurrence.

3. The above, however, is only the unimportant opinion
of an insignificant individual. Until the pleasure of the
Right Honorable the Governor-General in Council can be
known, it will rest with the wisdom of His Excellency the
Commander-in-Chief to adopt such arrangements as he may
deem expedient and suited to the circumstances of the
occasion,

P.8.—A copy of this letter shall be sent to the Military
Secretary to His Excellency the Commander-in- Chief, as also,
accompanied by a transcript of your letter to my address, to
the Chief Secretary.

b1. From A. Serox, Esquire, Resident at Dells, to Lieutenant-
Colonel P. C.arer, Military Secretary to His Ercellency
the Commander-in-Chief,~dated 29th May 1809.

HaviNg received a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Och-
terlony expressing his sense of the inconvenience to the public
service with which his quitting Ludhianeh at this particular
time would probably be attended, unless he were authorized
to make over to some able and experienced person on the
spot the charge of the political branch of his appointment, I
have the honor to transmit a copy of my reply, which you are
requested to be pleased to lay before His Excellency the
Commander-in-Chief, to whom it would appear Lieutenant-
Colonel Ochterlony has already submitted a copy of his letter
to my address.
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52, From Lieutenant-Colonel P, Cargr, Military Secretary
to the Commander~in-Chsef, to A. Seron, Esquire,
Resident at Dehli,—dated 31s¢ May 1809.

I BAVE received the honor of your letter of yesterday’s
date, transmitting the copy of your reply to Lieutenant-
Colonel Ochterlony’s dispatch to your address of the 26th
instant.

The Commander-in-Chief is much obliged for the com-
munication of your sentiments on the measure proposed by
Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony, whose wish to retain the
command of the Post at Ludhiana, you will perceive by the

accompanying copy of a letter which I have this day addressed

to him, His Excellency has approved until the pleasure of
Government can be known. For your further information I
have the honor to enclose a copy of the Lieutenant-Colonel’s
letter to which mine is in reply.

53. From N. B. EpxonstoNE, Esquire, Chief Secretary to Gov-
ernment, Fort William, to A. Seron, Esquire, Resident
at Dehli,—dated 3rd June 1809.

You will be apprized by my letter of this date to Mr.
Metcalfe, transmitted to you under an open cover for your
perusal, of the intention of the Honorable the Governor-
General in Council to direct a communication to you of his
sentiments regarding the conduct of Jodh Sing of Chicherow-
lee as described in Mr, Metealfe’s dispatch No. 85, and I
now proceed to execute the orders of Government upon:that
subject.

2. The general principles, which must regulate the de-
termination of Government on the question submitted to its
consideration by Mr. Metcalfe, were stated in my letter to
your address of the 20th of March, and need not therefore be
repeated. That Jodh Sing would have united his interests
with those of Runjeet Sing in the event of a rupture between
the British Government and the latter, is more than probable,
but to proceed to the punishment of the former for acts which,
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although they manifested that disposition, were of a character
much less hostile than those which have been overlooked
in Rajah Runjeet Sing himself, would in the judgment of
His Lordship in Council be inconsistent and discreditable,—
inconsistent, because the acts of Runjeet Sing in which Jodh
Sing may be considered to be implicated by his adherence to
the interests of the former have been consigned to oblivion,
and consequently to punish the adherent of Runjeet Sing
would be collaterally to resent the conduct of the latter when
all cause of difference has declaredly ceased to exist; and
discreditable, because it might expose us to the imputation of
being guided in selecting the object of our resentment by
motives of apprehension rather than of justice, and of inflict-
ing upon the weak and defenceless the punishment of offences
which superior power and means of resistance had induced us
to compromise or overlook in another.

8. No act of positive hostility appears to be alleged
against Jodh Sing. His reported advice to Runjeet Sing
on the subject of resisting the requisitions of the British
Government cannot well be stated as an exception, since it is
stated merely as a report, and cannot therefore form a ground
of proceeding. As Mr. Metcalfe observes, he had that interest
at stake with both Governments which would naturally lead
him to temporize, and he had received benefits, not, like the
other Sikh Chiefs, injuries, at the hands of Runjeet Sing. He
was not therefore equally concerned with them in the measures
adopted for their protection,

4. In the present state of amicable connection with Rajah
Runjeet Sing, Jodh Singh’s attachment to the latter cannot be
considered an offence against the British Government ; but, as
Mr. Metcalfe observes, it will be a ground of suspicion and a
cause of vigilance if ever that connection should be impaired
or dissolved. In the meantime, however, so long as Jodh Sing
shall abstain from any acts of an hostile or unfriendly nature
towards the British Government it would be a measure of
injustice to deprive him of his possessions,
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5. On these grounds the Governor-General in Counecil
is of opinion that, with respect to the lands which he possesses
on this side of the Sutledge, Jodh Sing should be included in
the general arrangement prescribed with regard to the other
Sikh Chiefs placed under our protection.

6. The Governor-General in Council regrets that Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Ochterlony should have excepted Jodh Sing
from the number of the Chiefs to whom he transmitted the
proclamation declaring the nature and extent of the relations
in future to subsist between the British Government and the
dependent Chiefs, because that omission wis a tacit acknowl-
edgment of his dependance upon Runjeet Sing, even for the
lands which he holds on this side of the Sutledge. It is the
wish of His Lordship in Council therefore that the same
declarations should be made to him which have been made to
the other Sikh Chiefs.

7. Mr. Metealfe has observed that if the late conduct
of Jodh Sing should not be noticed, and if he should enjoy
every advantage in common with those who acknowledge the
protection of the British Government, his case would afford a
bad example to others. But the advantage which others are
to derive from our protection, that of being relieved from the

hazard of the Rajah’s future encroachments, is not under’

present circumstances an object of solicitude to him, and
consequently there is no standard of comparison between their
case and his, On the other hand, it is consistent with the
general system of our late arrangements, and even forms a
part of that system, to consider Jodh Sing as far as respects

the territory in his possession on this side of the Sutledge

among the number of those who are placed in a condition of
dependance upon the British Government. In extending to

him therefore the declaration of our protection we prosecute
our own views rather than confer on him an acknowledged"

benefit, and the evil example of bestowing equal advantages

on those who have manifested their attachment to our cause’
and those who have opposed it cannot be considered to touch:

the present question.
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7. The preceding observations bear reference to a part
of Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony’s letter No. 13, dated the
6th ultimo.! You will receive in a separate dispatch the
instructions of Government with reference to the other points
of communication contained in that letter and in Lieutenant-
Colonel Ochterlony’s letter of the 4th ultimo.

54. From N. B. Epuo~stoNe, Esquire, Clief Secretary to Gov-
ernment, Fort Willium, to A. Sgrov, Esquire, Resident

at Delhi,—dated 8rd June 1809,

IN my dispatch of this date I had the honor to inform
you that I had been directed to communicate to you in a
separate address the instructions of Government on the sub-
ject of Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony’s dispatches Nos. 12
and 18, dated respectively the 4th and 6th of May. The
instructions of Government are necessarily addressed to you in
consequence of Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony’s resignation
of the duties of bhis late command.

2. To provide for the case of your not having received
copies of those dispatches, transcripts of them are enclosed.

8. In the 5th paragraph of his dispatch No. 12, Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Ochterlony has justly anticipated the determi-
nation of the Right Honorable the Governor-General in
Council on the question which it was the object of that
dispatch to submit to the consideration of Government.
Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony acted with propriety in restor-
ing to Bhunga Sing the districts of Burareh and Udaweh,
which had been wrested from him by Rajah Runjeet Sing
during his last expedition to the southward, although those
lands were formerly usurped by Bhunga Sing and by an act
of personal interest, involving, however, an act of justice, had
been restored by Runjeet Sing to the legitimate owner. The

' 43 supra.
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reasons, which appear to the Governor-General in Council to
preclude any obligation on the part of the British Government
to investigate the legality of the titles to lands possessed by
the Sikh Chiefs antecedently to the Rajah of Lahore’s last
expedition and wrested from them on that occasion, having
already been fully stated in the dispatch to which Lieutenant-
Colonel Ochterlony refers and in my letter to his address of
the 6th of February, it is unnecessary to renew the discussion
of that subject. It is sufficient to signify to you the desire of
-the Governor-General in Council that should it be requisite
to announce the decision of the British Government on the
question stated by Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony, you will
explain the principle of our proceedings with regard to the
Rajah’s recent conquests, namely that of placing the territories
between the Sutledge and the Jumna in the same condition
with respect to actual occupation as that which existed at
the period of the Rajah of Lahore’s last expedition without
entering into an investigation of anterior rights. The Gover-
nor-General in Council does not deem it necessary under
present circumstances to pass any observations on the tenor of
the Proclamation stated to have been issued under the orders
of the Major-General commanding in the field, of which a
copy and translation form enclosures in Lieutenant-Colonel
Ochterlony’s dispatch No. 12.

4. The terms of the Proclamation promulgated by Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Ochterlony among the Sikh Chiefs, as reported
in his dispatch No. 13, are conformable to the instructions of
Government contained in my letter to his address of the 10th
of April.t His Lordship in Council, however, observes that
the declarations stated in the circular letters, which Lieutenant-
Colonel Ochterlony addressed to the Rajah of Putteealah and
others, differ in language, though not perhaps in substance,
from those of the Proclamation, and some inconvenience may
possibly arise from this variation, especially from the terms of
the Ist Article, which in the circular letter declares the country
of all the Chiefs on this side of the Sutledge to be under the

v 38 supra.
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protection of the British Government, whilst in the Proclama-
tion this declaration is properly qualified by a reference to the
provisions of the Treaty, which recognizing certain dependants
of the Rajah on this side of the Sutledge cannot be supposed
to include them in a guarantee intended to operate against his
encroachments and authority. This error, however, cannot
now be rectified, as the letters cannot be recalled, and all that
can be done is to draw your attention to it in order that you
may be prepared, when the occasion may require it, to explain
the actual intentions of the British Government with respect
to all persons holding lands between the two rivers.

5. I am directed to express to you the wish of the
Governor-General in Council to receive a statement of the
Chiefs and territories thus placed under the protection of the
British Government and of those which are excluded by the
terms of the 2nd Article of the Treaty.

6. The Governor-General in Council entirely approves
the conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony in conferring
the usual presents on Rajah Bhaug Sing and Bhye Laul Sing
on the occasion of their taking leave.

7. Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony having stated in his
dispatch now referred to that the sum of 500 rupees per
mensem would form an ample compensation to Bhaug Sing
for the loss which he sustains by our occupation of the post
of Lodhiana, His Lordship in Council authorizes the payment
of that amount from the date of the arrival of the detachment
at that post until it shall be withdrawn.

8. With regard to the expediency of withdrawing that
detachment, the opinion and determination of Government as
already declared are not altered by the observations stated by
Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony on that subject. The question
has been fully discussed, and it only occurs to His Lordship in
Council to add that the propriety of manifesting a confidence
in the Rajah of Lahore’s adherence to the faith of his en-
gagements renders the removal of the detachment almost a
necessary consequence of the conclusion of the late Treaty;
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for, the detachment having been stationed for the express
purpose of guarding against the Rajah’s encroachments when
the conclusion of a Treaty embracing that object was not
under contemplation, its continuance would manifest a
distrust of the Rajah’s faith now pledged by a solemn en-
gagement to abstain from those encroachments which the
detachment was intended to prevent, and, although the Rajah
has been compelled to acquiesce in its continuance, the res-
toration of real confidence is incompatible with that exterior
indication of mistrust which the permanent establishment of
a British post at Lodhiana for the purpose above described
necessarily involves. You will accordingly observe that the
Governor-General in his letter to the Rajah of Lahore, on
this assumed ground of reliance on the Rajah’s public faith,
has declared the intention of withdrawing the detachment
as soon as it shall be found convenient, maintaining at the
same time the privilege of marching troops into the territories
of our dependants beween the two rivers whenever occasion
may require.

9. Copies of both my dispatches of this date to your
address will be transmitted for the information of His Ex-
eellency the Commander-in-Chief.

10. T am directed to take this opportunity of observing
that the means of communication with Rajah Runjeet Sing,
the necessity of which with reference to past transactions is
likely to be frequent, would be materially facilitated if the
Rajah could be induced to station a Vakeel at Delhi, and this
point is accordingly recommended to your attention.

55. From A. Seron, Esquire, Resident at Dehli, to Licutenant.
Colonel D. Ocurerronr, Commanding at Ludhianel,—
dated 11th June 1809.

1 HAvVE the honor to transmit a letter to Rajah Runjeet
Sing, which I request you to be pleased to forward to him as
speedily as possible, as it contains the ratified copy of the

. Treaty concluded between the British Government and that
Chief, and as it is extremely desirable that it should reach
16
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bim on or before the 24th of this month, as Mr. Metealfe
engaged that it should be in bis possession within two months
from the 25th April last.

56. I'vom A. Serov, Isquire, Resident at Delli, to N. DB.
EvuonsroNg, Esquire, Cliej Seccretury to Gurernment,
Fort William,=—duted 12th June 1809,

WuaeN Mr, Metcalfe Ieft this part of the country to
proceed to the Presidency, he took the precaution to request
me to open any public dispatches to his address which might
reach this place, and in the event of their containing instrue-
tions which required being carried into immediate exccution,
to do, without delay, whatever might be necessary,—a desire
which had a particular reference to the expected arrival of the
ratified copy of the Treaty concluded between the British
Government and Rajah Runjeet Sing. In eonformity te
that desire, I opened your dispatch of the 30th ultimo to
Mr. Metcalfe, which reached Dchli yesterday afternoon,
and, finding that it contained the ratified copy of the Treaty
in question, and that it was deemed desirable that it should
be delivered to that Chief within two months from the 25th
April last, agreeably to the engagement of Mr. Metealfe,
I thought it my duty to forward it without delay. I
accordingly dispatched it last night to Lieutenant-Colonel
Ochterlony at Ludhianeh and requested him to transmit it
immediately to Lahore. It was accompanied by an ex-
planatory letter from mysclf to the Rajah, a copy and
translation of which, as also a copy of my letter to Licu-
tenant-Colonel Ochterlony, you will be pleased to reccive
enclosed.

2. The necessary communications on the subject shall be
made by this night’s post to His Excelleney the Commander-
i-Chicf and to Mr. Metcalfe,
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ENCLOSURE TO 56,

Translation of a letter from the Resident at Delli to Rajah
Runseer Sine of Lahore.

‘WHEN Mr. Metcalfe delivered to you the copy under his
scal of the Treaty concluded between the British Government
and you, he engaged to procure, within the space of two
months from that time, the ratification thereof under the
signature of the Right Honorable the Governor-General in
Council. The copy of the Treaty so ratified has now reached
this place, and would have been delivered to you by Mr.
Metcalfe had he still been with you. But, as that gentleman
is now on his way to Calcutta, the pleasing task of forwarding
it devolves upon me. You will accordingly be pleased to
receive it herewith, and are requested to have the goodness to
return the copy formerly delivered to you by Mr. Metcalfe.

I cannot but consider myself as peculiarly fortunate in
thus being the medium of conveying to you an instrument
establishing the relations of an amity and a concord so
desirable and which will last to the end of time.

In a few days you will receive the reply of fhe Right
Honorable the Governor-General to your friendly letter to
His Lordship. Meanwhile the accompanying ratified copy
of the Treaty is forwarded without awaiting the preparation
of that reply, in order to secure its delivery to you within
two months, as engaged hy Mr. Metealfe.

57. From N. B. Epxoxstoxe, Esquire, Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort William, to Lieutenant-Colonel OcH-
rerLoNr, Commanding at Lodhiana,—dated 13th June
1809,

I ax directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letters
of the 25th ! and 27th ultimo,? and the Resident at Delhi has
transmitted for the information of Government copies of
your letter to his address of the 26th, and of bhis reply 3, the
whole connected with the communications contained in my

2 46 supra.
* Not printed.
3 48, 49 and 50 supra.
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despatches to your address and to that of the Military Sec-
retary to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief of the 20th
of April. !

2. The sentiments expressed in your letters of the 25th
and 27th ultimo are considered by the Right Hon’ble the
Governor-General in Council to be in the highest degree
creditable to your candor and to those honorable principles of
which the uniform tenor of your public conduct has afforded
unquestionable proof. His Lordship gives implicit credit to
the explanations which you have afforded of the motives and
objects of your proceedings in those points in which they have
appeared exceptionable, and has no hesitation in authorizing an
assurance that the errors of judgment ascribed to you on the
occasion of the late resignation of your command,—errors
admitted to originate in the excess and not in the perversion of
the spirit of public zeal,—have produced no alteration of those
favorable sentiments which induced the Governor-General
in Council to sclect you for the duties of that command ;
and His Lordship in Council is bappy to avail himself of the
opportunity afforded by the recommendation of His Excel-
lency the Commander-in-Chief of continuing you in the
command of the detachment and in the exercise of the
functions originally vested in you so long as the post at
Lodhiana shall be maintained. The arrangement described
in my despatch to His Excellency’s Military Secretary of the
20th of April is accordingly suspended, and the necessary
intimation to this effect will be immediately transmitted to
His Excellency and to the Resident at Delhi.

3. Under the arrangement adopted in consequence of the

* resignation of your command, the instructions of Government

on the subjects of your dispatches Nos. 12 and 13, dated the
4th and 6th ultimo, have necessarily been addressed to the
Resident at Delhi. Copies of them are now enclosed for your
information and guidance. If at the period of his receipt of
this communication the Resident at Delhi shall not have en-
tered upon the execution of those instructions, that duty will

} 40 supra.
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devolve upon you. In a contrary case the nature and extent
of Mr. Seton’s proceedings will of course determine the
practicability of the transfer, and this point Mr. Seton will
be directed to adjust in concert with you.

4. The Governor-General in Council has given due
attention to the observations contained in your letter to the
Resident at Delhi of the 26th ultimo ! on the subject of the
maintenance of the post of Lodhiana, either by the continu-
ance of the whole detachment or by the occupation of the
Fort with a proportionate garrison, a military or civil officer
being at the same time vested with political powers for the
adjustment of local questions,

5. His Lordship in Council observes that the ground
of your suggestion still supposes a more extended and minute
superintendence and guarantee of the rights and possessions
of the Chiefs on this side of the Sutledge, and a greater
interference in their concerns than is consistent with the ul-
timate object of our policy as described in my dispatch to your
address of the 10th of April ? ; and, adhering to the opinions
and views therein stated, His Lordship in Council retains his
solicitude for the early and entire evacuation of the post
of Lodhiana, even although the maintenance of it, in the
modified form suggested by you, were compatible with the
declaration contained in the Governor-General’s late letter to
the Rajah of Lahore and with the considerations stated in
the 8th paragraph of my dispatch of the 3rd instant ® to the
Resident at Delhi. Unless any new circumstances shall have
arisen, motives of convenience as it respects the period of
the march of the detachment towards the British territories,
and of policy as it relates to the countenance which it may
afford to Mr. Elphinstone’s eventual retreat from attack
through the Punjaub (on which point the sentiments of
Government have already been communicated to His Excel-
lency the Commander-in-Chief), can now alone be permitted
to retard the evacuation of the post of Lodhiana.

1 48 supra.
* 38 supra.
® 54 supra.
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8. You will infer from the tenor of the present com-
munication that, in the possible event of your baving quitted
Lodhiana previously to the receipt of this dispatch, it is the
wish of the Governor-General in Council that you should
return and resume the command.

7. 1 am further directed to inform you that the orders
relative to the cessation of your civil allowance of 500 rupees
per mensem are to be considered as rescinded, and also that
Lieutenant K. B. Stuart is to continue to hold the situation
of Persian Interpreter with the salary annexed to it.

58. From N. B. Ebpxoxsrove, Esquire, Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort William, to Licutenant-Colonel D. Ocn-
rercoNy, Commanding at Lodhiana,~—dated 26th June
1809.

I Ay directed to transmit to you for your information the
enclosed copy of a letter this day addressed by me to the
Military Secretary to His Excellency the Commander-in-
Chief.

Excrosure To 58.

From N. B Enwoxsroxe, Esquire, Chicf Secretary to Government,
to Lieutenant-Colonel Carer, Military Secretary to His
Ercellency the Commander in Chief,—duted Fort William,
the 26th June 1809.

I ax directed to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch
under date the 7th instant, in reply to the observations of
Government contained in my letter of the 29th of April on
the question of withdrawing the military post at Lodhiana.
Mr. Metcalfe’s despatch No, 90 on the same subject has also
been received.

2. The Right Honourable the Governor-General in
Council deems it unnecessary to pursue the discussion of a
subject which has already been placed in every light in which
it is susceptible of being viewed. Whatever the opinion of the
Governor-General in Council may still be of the inconvenience
and embarrassment attending the maintenance of the post of
Lodhiana, the security of the main object of our policy,
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that of preventing the extension of Rajah Runjeet Sing’s
dominions over the territories between the Sutledge and the
Jumna now placed under our protection, cannot certainly be
exposed to hazard by the continuance of the detachment at
that station ; whereas that security, in the event of the
removal of the detachment, forms the most important subject
of doubt in the minds of those reputable authorities whose
opinions, founded on local knowledge and expericnce and
directed by judgment and abilities, arc entitled to the greatest
weight,

8. This consideration therefore, combined with a due
respect for those high authorities, has induced the Governor-
General in Council to suspend his resolution regarding the
immediate removal of the detachment, and to leave the
decision of the question to the result of further experience
and of future deliberation.

4. His Lordship in Council deems it not improbable
that, under a knowledge of the reference to Government on
this question, the Resident at Delhi may have judged it
proper to postpone the transmission of the Governor-General’s
letter to Rajah Runjeet Sing, in which the resolution to
withdraw the detachment is announced, until apprized of the
result of that reference, and under this supposition another
letter, in which the passage relative to the detachment is to
be omitted, will be immediately prepared and transmitted
to the Resident at Delhi, to be substituted for the former.
But, as the intention stated in the letter to Runjeet Sing is
not only indefinite with respect to the period of withdrawing
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determination respecting the employment of troops in that
quarter without being responsible to the Rajab, the resolu-
tion stated in this despateh will not be affected by the actual
transmission of the Governor-General’s first letter to Rajah
Runjeet Sing,

5. A copy of this dispatch will be forwarded to the
Resident at Delhi and to Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony.
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59. From A. Seron, Esquire, Resident at Dehli, to Lieutenants
Colonel D. Ocurerroxr, Commanding at Ludhianeh,—
dated 28th June 1809.

HaviNe received from the Chicf Secretary a copy of his
dispatch of the 24th ultimo to your address, I think it my
duty to re-transfer to you all the correspondence with the Sikh
Chiefs which would otherwise have been conducted through
me.

2. The enclosed letter from the Right Honorable the
Governor-General to Rajah Runjeet Sing reached me two
days ago, but, having understood that the road near Tenasser
tas infested by robbers, I thought it expedient to postpone
the transmission of it until I should write to Bhaug Sing
on the subject. Having taken that precaution, I think it
needless to detain the letter in question any longer. You will
be pleased to forward it in the manner which you may deem
most speedy and secure. I also have the honor to transmit a
copy of a letter from the Chief Secretary to Mr. Metcalfe in
which it was enclosed.

ExcrLosure To 59.

Translation of a letter from the Right Honoralle the Governors
General of India, to Rujuh Ruzseer Siveu, writien 3rd
June 1809.

I HAVE had the pleasure of receiving your letter (recapitu-
late that received 24th May), and the friendly contents of it
have afforded me the highest satisfaction.

The disposition of the British Government towards you has
uniformly been of the most amicable nature. The mission of a
gentleman of rank to your Court afforded the strongest proof
of my desire to cultivate and improve the relations of friend-
ship between the two States. The object of that mission was
to warn you of an approaching danger, and to propose the
co-operation of the two States in repelling it,—an object
obviously incompatible with any other than the most amicable
views on my part, Even when circumstances rendered it
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necessary to assemble a considerable force near your frontier,
notwithstanding the indications on your part of intentions
remote from the dictates of friendship,—especially the pro-
positions which you conveyed to Maha Rajah Dowlut Row
Scindiah through Goor Dyal Misser and your Vackeels,
Inderdeo and Sahib Sing, with the details of which I have
long been acquainted,—no attempt was made to disturb the
tranquillity of your dominion, and the British Government
patiently awaited the effect of amicable negotiations for
the fulfilment of requisitions, the justice of which was
unquestionable, and no sooner had you complied with themn
than the main body of the British troops retired from your
frontier, and I immediately authorized the conclusion of a
Treaty of mutual and perpetual amity.

You have now therefore experienced the most irrefrazalle
proofs of the unfounded nature of those apprehensions regard-
ing the views and design of the British Government with
which interested persons had inspired you, and it affords me
the highest satisfaction to observe from the tenor of your
letter that every sentiment of suspicion is now removed from
your mind, and that you are equally solicitous with this
Government to preserve and improve the relations of mutual
cordiality and good understanding.

I repose the fullest reliance on the professions of sincere
attachment contained in your letter and on your strict adher-
ence to the engagements which you have contracted. Such
indeed is my confidence in this respect that I shall not now
think it necessary to maintain a detachment of British troops
in advance for the protection of those Chiefs who are
guaranteed by the Treaty. I shall consider them sccure
against the encroachments of your servants and dependants
by the faith of your engagements.

It is accordingly my intention to direct the return of the
detachment at present stationed at Lodhiana as soon as may be
found convenient. You are now, however, so well convinced of
the amicable views and disposition of the British Government

17
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{ltl":(f; f rom that the continuance or removal of the detachment can be a

General to matter of little concern to you. When the power of the

:.{.":'j;,‘h"““'jit Marhattah Chiefs was established in the north of Hindoostan,
their troops were frequently advanced into the country between
the Sutlelge and the Jumna without occasioning in your
mind the slightest apprehension or exciting on your part any
enquiry or solicitude regarding the object of their advance.
With the experience you bave now had of the amicable
disposition of the British Government and with your
knowledge of its invariable adherence to the obligations of its
engagements, which is proverbial throughout Hindoostan, I
expect that you will manifest the same degree of confidence
in the British Government.

I bave already transmitted to you an exact copy of the
Treaty as concluded by Mr. Metcalfe ratified by my seal and
signatures of the members of this Government, and I have
now only to express my firm hope and expectation that the
foundations of mutual friendship and good-will thus happily
established will continue unimpaired until the end of time.

P.S—(In reply to the postscript enclosed tn the Rajak’s
letter).—With respect to your desire that the words “ null and
void >’ should be omitted, which would in fact be the omission
of the 3rd Article of the Treaty, My Friend, it is certainly
true that the Article in question cannot be eonsidered abso-
lutely necessary, not only for the reason you have stated,
namely, that a departure from the rules of friendship and a
violation of the engagement is impossible, but also because
without any such express stipulation it is evident that if
either party should act in that manner the Treaty would
become null and void. But I have not judged it proper to
expunge the Article in question, because the Treaty having
been settled after much discussion between you and Mr.
Metcalfe and appearing to be in all respects proper, 1 wished
to return a copy signed and sealed by myself precisely the
same as that which you delivered to Mr. Metcalfe, and because
such an alteration would have rendered it nccessary to return
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the latter and obtain another from you in its amended form,
which would have occasioned mach delay.

60. From N. B. EpxovxsroNe, Esquire, Chief Secretary to
Qovernment, Fort W:illiam, to Lieutenant-Colonel D.
Ocnrerroxr, Commanding at Lodhiana,—dated 1st July
1809.

I ax directed to transmit to you, for your information
and guidance, the enclosed copy of a letter this day addressed
by me under the orders of the Right Honorable the Gover-
nor-General in Council to the Military Secretary to His
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief.

Excrosure (1) To 60.
From N. B. EpwonsroNe, Esquire, Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort William, to Lieutenant-Colonel C.irer,

M:ilitary Secretary to His Ercellency the Commander-in-
Chief,—~dated 1st July 1809.

I ax directed to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch
under date the 13th ultimo, enclosing copies of a letter to your
address from Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony and of your reply,
on the subject of the aid to be afforded to Rajah Runjeet
Sing in the recovery of certain places forming a part of
his early conquests, which the original proprietors, taking
advantage of the advance of the British troops, had resumed,
and of the expediency of retaining the post of Lodhiana.

2. Mr. Metealfe’s report upon the former of those two
subjects, contained in his dispatch No. 88, dated the 21st
of May, afforded reason to suppose that the mediation of
Mr. Metcalfe and Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony had secured
the restoration of the places in question, v¢z., Bhugta and
Sydookee, to the Rajah’s authority. On that occasion it was
proposed that Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony should endeavour
to persuade the zemindars to submit peaceably to the Rajah’s
authority, and if those efforts should fail, that punishment
should be inflicted on the part of the Rajah by mutual consent,
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To this proposition the Rajah agreed, and in a letter to the
Envoy, received the 16th of April, he writes as follows :—

“The zemindars of Bhugta and Sydookee have not yet
attended. According to Colonel Ochterlony’s recommendation,
when they attend, their fanlt shall certainly be pardoned;
and in the event of their delaying to appear an order shall
be sent to Dewan Mohkum Chund to punish the two villages
with the consent and concurrence of the Colonel, and not on
any account to act differently from the Colonel’s advice.”

3. This arrangement secms entirely conformable to the
mode of proceeding recommended by His Excellency the Com-
mander-in-Chicf, and perhaps the controul over the measures of
the Dewan in recovering the revolted villages, which controul
on this occasion the Rajah has consented to place in the hands
of Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony, may obviate the ohjection
which on general principles appears to oppose the expedicney
of permitting the Rajah to employ his troops on services of
this description on the left side of the Sutledge, and which
the Governor-General in Council is disposed to think of
suflicient force to render advisable the employment of our own
troops instead of those of the Rajah on similar occasions. His
Lordship in Council will, however, be happy to learn that the
success of Licutenant-Colonel Ochterlony’s amicable mediation
has precluded the necessity of having recourse to force.
His Excelleney will have observed by the tenor of my letter
to Mr. Metcalfe of the 15th ultimo, a copy of which has been
transmitted to you for His Excelleney’s information, that the
Governor-General in Council recognized the right of Runjeet
Sing to re-occupy the villages in question, and approved
the interposition of Mr. Metealfe and Lieutenant-Colonel
Ochterlony for the purpose of effecting their restoration to
the Rajah’s authority.

4. My letter of the 26th ultimo to your address will
kave apprized His Excellency of the resolution of Government
to authorize the continuance of the post of Lodhiana until
further orders. It is unnecessary therefore at present to
resume the discussion of that subject. It appears proper,
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however, to advert to a question which Lieutenant-Colonel
Ochterlony bas discussed in Lis letter to your address of the
6th ultimo, and which is treated more at large in Mr.
Metealfe’s dispatch No. 93, dated the 17th ultimo, namely the
necessity of our interference in the event of disputes among
the Sikh Chieftains and others between the Sutledge and the
Jumna, so far at least as to prevent the encroachments of the
strong on the possessions of the weak.

5. Solong as the detachment of British troops shall
continue to occupy its advanced post, the Governor-General
in Council is aware that our interference in such disputes
must in a great degree be unavoidable. It was never the in-
tention of Government publicly to announce a resolution not
to interfere; on the contrary, in the instructions of Govern-
ment to Licutenant-Colonel Ochterlony of the 6th of February
it was declared that Government reserved the right, without
acknowledging the obligation, to exercise such interference,
and in cases in which our neutrality might tend to the
re-establishment of the power and influence of Rajah Runjeet
Sing within the territories under our protection, such interfer-
ence must be exercised, whether the detachment be continued
or withdrawn, and by this standard it must be regulated.
The cases stated by Mr. Metcalfe exceed the limits of those
petty dissensions in which our interference has been considered
unnecessary and inexpedient, and are certainly such as would
require the interposition of the British Government, and
under the powers vested in Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony
that officer will consider himself authorized to take cogni-
zance of complaints preferred to him and of occurrences among
the Sikh Chieftains according to the general principle above
described, referring on occasions of difficulty and doubt for
instructions to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief.

6. As His Excellency may not have received a copy of
Mr. Metcalfe’s dispatch above referred to, I am directed to
transmit enclosed a copy ! of that part of it which relates to
the latter subject of this letter.
' 1 Not printed, -
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7. A copy of this dispatch will be forwarded to Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Ochterlony for his information and guidance,
and also to the Resident at Debli,

61, From A. Serown, Esquire, Resident at Delli, {0 N, B,
EpwonstoNE, Esquire, Chief Secretary to Gorernment,
Fort William,—dated 15th July 1809.

Continnance I nave the honor to acknowledsze the receipt of your

if,,:nhﬁ‘ﬁ:t ! Jetter of the 26th ultimo, enclosing a copy of one to
the Military Secretary to His Excellency the Commander-
in-Chief, communicating the intention of Government to
authorise the continuance of the detachment at Ludhianch
until further orders.

2. Under the circumstance of the present modification
of the former arrangement, it is a matter of decp regret to
me that I did not take upon mysclf the responsibility of
postponing the transmission of the reply of the Right
Honorable the Governor-General to Rajah Runjeet Sine,
until I should know the result of the reference made to
Government on the subject of continuing the post at Lu-
dhianeh, since my doing so would have left the question more
completely,in the hands of Government. I did hesitate as to
transmitting or withholding (for a time) the letter, and T
did keep it by me from the 2:tth of June, when it reached me,
until the 2Sth, when it was transmitted to Lieutenant-Colonel
Ochterlony, as you will have been pleased to observe from my
letter of that date to your address. What principally induced
me to forward it (indzpendently of the regularity of so doing)
was the consideration that the communication is so worded
as still to leave with the British Government a certain
latitude as to the time of withdrawing the detachment,
which, the Rajah is informed, will take place “as soon as may
be found convenient,””’—an expression which, being rather
relative than absolute, does not fetter Government, since
His Lordship in Council is alone to determine when it may
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be convenient, without reference to the desire or opinion of
Rajah Runjeet Sing.

3. I have the honor to return enclosed the letter from
His Lordship to the Rajah which accompanied your dispatch
of the 26th ultimo.

62. From O. Lusaincroy, Esquire, Acting Secretary to
Government, Fort W.illiam, to Lieutenant-Oolonel D.
Ocarerronr, Commanding at Lodhiana,—dated &th De-
cember 1809. '

I mavE had the honor to receive and lay before His
Excellency the Vice-President in Council your letter of the
8th ultimo, reporting the resignation by Captain Stuart of
his appointment as your Assistant, and requesting that Mr.
R. P. Ochterlony be nominated to the vacant situation, and
to inform you that His Excellency in Council has been
pleased to appoint that gentleman to be your Assistant in the
room of Captain Stuart.

63. From Lieutenant-Colonel D. Ocrrerconr, Commanding at
Loodeana, to C. Lusnineron, Esquire, Acting Secretary
to Qovernment, Fort Williamy—No. 33, dated &th
December 1809.

IN my last dispatch No. 82 I had the honor to report
that a Vakeel from Ameer Khan had made his appearance at
the Durbar of the Rajah of Lahore.

2. My intelligence from that quarter since that period
states that he bas not yet received an audience, and the object
of his mission does not appear to be known or to excite
curiosity. The inference I would draw from this circumstance
rests entirely on conjecture, but seems warranted when com-
bined with others which rest on positive information. This
inference is that, although he has not been publickly received
on the purpose of his visit in the least, some private channel
of commaunication has been adopted, which, having no
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suspicion of Amcer Khan's proceedings, has escaped the obser-
vation or attention of my emissarics.

3. It was well known and has formed the subject of
my report to His Excellency in Council that great pains
were taken to conceal the arrival of the Mahrattah Vakeel,
and, although he appeared in the Durbar, it was only as one
on a pilgrimage to Jawalla Mooky, and he was early sent off
from Umritsir under an idea that the conferences might be
more private at Lahore.

4. Large quantities of stores and ammunition are now
said to be collecting at his different forts, and he is reported
to have summoned his different Chiefs to attend him
immediately with their respective forces. All this is mentioned
by both my news-writers, who have no communication with
each other, and it is mentioned certainly in a manner which
clearly shows that they have no suspicions of its being for
any purpose in which we have an interest, but merely as the
result of his general custom at this scason.

5. In the intellizence received yesterday Mokum Chund
is said to be ordered to return to Philour, to which place
Jodh Singh, Kulseeah, is also mentioned in the same paper
to be ordered, and I received a letter from the latter Sirdar
yesterday which stat2s an intention of visiting his lands
on this side on the 13th of the moon Zicaud.

6. Whether the report has arisen from this intention or
whether he is actually ordered to join the force at Phullor,
I cannot but consider either in a suspicious light at this
particular moment, and as such I conceive it my duty to
report the fact, leaving the matter of suspicion to the superior
judgment and information of His Excellency in Council,

7. Of affairs in the Dukhan, or the disposition of the
Mahrattah Chiefs, I have no information, and my ignorance
on this subject may lead me to intrude trifles on the notice
of His Excellency in Council which I should not do if I was
well assured of their amicable intentions, conceiving, as I do,
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that the Rajah of Lahore may be led by apprehensions, as
well as by jealousy, to engage in a contest, with a certainty
of support, which he would not attempt single-handed. If I
receive any communication to-day which tends to develop
his intentions or appears otherwise of the least importance, it
shall be subjoined.

ENcLosuRE TO 63.
Translation of Lahore News.
29th November 1809.

A 1ErrER arrived from Begum Sumroo reminding the
Rajah of former friendship and regretting the cessation of
his correspondence. A letter was also received from Holkar
desiring the Rajah to consider him as subject to his advice or
counsel.

Bibrow, the Vakeel of Scindeah, and Abdoolah Khan have
not yet been present, not having been called; but Abdoolah
Khan has explained himself to Mokum Chund, the whole
object of which is to invite the Rajah and assuring him that
if he comes southward all the Chiefs of that quarter would
join him and act by his advice.

In a consultation with Mokum Sing and Jodh Sing, Torey
or Soorey Wallah (sf¢), the Dewan humbly represented that
all the Surdars of the Dekhun were submissive to his wishes,
and if he would go towards Jeypore it was probable he would
meet the southern Chiefs, and the Rajah of that country, and
might obtain som3thing from the country as moamiz and
excite dread in his enemies.

The Rajah replied that it would not be expedient for him
to go that way, unless a principal man with money should
come to invite his assistance. It would be better to avail
himself of the disturbances in Cabul, where something might
be obtained. 1If on his arrival in Mooltan any one came it
would be time enough to consider the subject, but for him to
make the first movement in that direction was not advisable.

13
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On the 30th Inderdeo Pundit and Bibrow, Vakeel, were
admitted, and the Rajah, having heard their request, answered
that he was going to Mooltan and to write to Scindeah to
raake a movement in advance.

64. From Lieutenant-Colonel D. Ocarerconr, Commanding at
Loodeana, to O. Lusurncron, Esquire, Acting Secretary
to Government, Fort William,~No. 34, dated 6th De-
cember 1809,

ﬁ’f;‘-?;’%‘i.‘," THE paper of intelligence adjoined to my dispatch of
with the © yesterday was received at so late an hour that I did not think
Mahrattas,

it advisable to delay its transmission for the saks of adding
any observations or opinions which are oaly founded on
suspicion,

2. It appears, however, my duty to call the attention
of His Excellency to particular parts, which, if they have
any foundation in fact, scem worthy of comment, more
particularly as the habits of the Rajah of Lahore render it
particularly difficult to discover his real intentions.

8. TIn the first place, I cannot view without great doubt
the affected publicity of his answers to the Mahratta Vakeels
and the declaration so explicitly made of his intended expedi-
tion to Mooltan ; and the recited consultation with Mokum
Chund, where he is said to have observed that it neither could
nor would be advisable for him to engage in the business,
unless invited by some person high in rank and in the
confidence of Scindeah supplied with cash, seems to me
equally liable to suspicion.

4. It does not appear to me probable that Runjeet
could for a moment expect pecuniary supplies from that
quarter, and it is still less likely that the Dewan Mokum
Chund should hold out the lure of contributions in a country
where, if he goes at all, it can only be as a friend and ally.
In the interview of the 30th he publicly informs the Vakeels
‘of his intentions to proceed to Mooltan, but no mention is
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made of any expectation of money, and he desires them to
write to their principal to make the first movement.

5. There are other cireumstances in the 44kbar which
must excite great doubt whether such conversations have
passed, or whether, if they really occurred, they are not intend-
ed to deceive. Runjeet’s observations on the state of affairs
in Cabul and the probable advantages to be obtained from an
expedition to Multan and towards Bakar are, on the other hand,
in strict unison with his known character and disposition ;.
but the observation may have been made under the impression
that it was the one most likely to mislead or deceive. I have
already observed that Runjeet’s constant habits must make
it difficult to pry into his real designs, and all that can be done
is to be as much as possible guarded against their effects.

6. Under these impressions I have submitted some time
since my sentiments and the general outline of a plan for
strengthening this post, from a conviction that the attack of
this detachment may be the first proof of a hostile intention.
The doubts and suspicions which have been lately excited
in my mind, first by the anxious endeavors to conceal the
presence of a Mahratta Vakeel at his Durbar, and lastly
by the public answers they have received, seem to claim
particular notice and to warrant precautionary measures
which, although attended with an immediate and unauthorised
expenditure of the public money, will I trust receive the
approbation of His Excellency in Council.

7. In this hope I beg you will do me the honor to sub-
mit the accompanying copy of a letter addressed to Brigade-
major Brownrigg. My confidence in his zeal for the publie
service, his strict attention and judicious economy, are founded
on experience, and whilst I calculate on the greatest benefit
should my doubts prove groundless, I do not feel apprehensive
of any very great loss to Government should the amicable con-
duct of the Rajah show them to be erroneous. Even if a total
loss of the whole sum necessary to supply the detachment
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for twenty days could be supposed, I should still hope that
His Excellency in Council, taking into considcration the
peculiar situation of this detachment and its vicinity to the
main body of the Rajah’s force, would still sanction a measure
which I have ordered reluctantly but on a strong conviction
of its propriety and necessity.

8. In addition to this gradual procurement of supplies,
1 shall also venture to incur some expense in the employment
of such number of batl/dars as I can collect to throw up such
works as appear to me most necessary to strengthen the
position, and in such a manner that they may be connected
and extended on any urgent occasion.

9. To make a reference for a prior sanction of these
measures, calculating the time which must elapse before I
can receive a reply, would be to defeat the object, as, admit-
ting an hostile intention in the Rajah of Lahore, it must
be carried into effect before an answer could be received.

10. If on the contrary the Rajah should really be
amicably inclined, the expense I trust will be too limited,
when compared with the possible advantages, to excite
disapprobation, and the very report of those precautionary
steps may even in the case of hostility induce him to
relinquish any design of attack he may have formed on
account of the smallness of the force.

11. Having assigned my motives for the measurcs I
propose to take, which under any and every circumstance
I hope will be considered as having no other object than the
good of the service, I shall wait with great anxiety for the
sentiments of His Excellency in Council.

12, It may not be improper to mention, as a mere
rumour, that the people on this side have strong suspicions
of a meditated attack on the British territory, and even go
so far as to mention how it is to be conducted ; but such
rumours can only rest on surmise and may not have even
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the slightest foundation, as the very ides would flatter the
vanity of Runjeet as evincing a public opinion of his ability
to cope with the British power.

ENCLOSURE TO 64.

Ezxtract of Lahore Intelligence from 1st to 2nd December 1809 by
another News-writer.

Tue Surdar observed that he thought it would be
advisable at this time to send a suitable force into the Doab
beyond the Beah (towards the Sutledge), and also to Kote
Kapoora to chastise the refractory Berar (sic) zemeendars, to
which the Dewan replied that it would be very proper, but
he was afraid there would not be forage for the horses. The
Rajah said that they might feed on chaff or dig up the
jungle grass.

On the 29th Rurkarraks arrived from Jeswant Row
Holkar with a letter in which, after reminding him of the
exploits of former Rajahs, whose actions in the time of the
Emperors had procured them fame, he observed that the
favor of the Almighty had also given him territories and
armies, and that he should not be idle at this moment or not
relinquish his ambitious enterprises, and whenever he chose
to engage in any enterprise he might consider him as already
with him.

The Rajah also was very angry with Nuroo Mull, the
Darogah of the Powder Magazine, who had received an
advance of money on account of that article, and asked him
why it was not lodged or delivered in to the Sircar. The
Darogah assured him that powder to the amount of 10,000
rupees was making at different places and would very soon
be ready.

Note.—The News-writers are not supposed to have any
knowledge or communication with each other. They agree in
the receipt and contents of Holkar’s letter and corroborate

Intelligence
from Lahovre,



Intelligence
from Lahore,

142 LUDHIANA AGENOY REOORDS, 1838-09. [ Cuae.

former statements of his anxiety to procure large supplies
of ammunition.

A former akkibar stated that he had demanded to the
extent of 8 lacs of rupees worth of military stores and
ammunition from the Surdars of the Punjaub.

The pretext for sending troops across the Beah, that is,
nearer the Sutledge, looks suspicious, as the force at Philour
is sufficient to restrain any refractory zemeendars in the
Jullunder Doab.

65. From Liecutenant-Colonel D. Ocarerroxr, Commanding at
Loodeana, to C. Lusurveroy, Esquire, Acting Secre-
tary to Government, Fort William,—No, 35, dated 7th
December 1809.

I mHAVE the honor to annex a translation of Lahore
Intelligence this moment received.

Lahore Intelligence, 4th December, 1809.

Ox the 3rd in the evening about 7 o’clock a letter was
received by Deby Doss, Moonshee, from Goorsahy Mull,
Mutsuddy at Bhera Kooshab, informing him that Sujah-
ul-Moolk had sustained a very severe defeat and with very few
attendants had arrived at Lyah, Bakkar or Bayor (ssc), where
Mohamed Khan had presented him with near twenty
thousand rupees, horses, &c.; that he then came on to Bhera
Kooshab with only 20 horse, and he himself had sent him
such things as were necessary and proper. On the 2nd day
after his arrival at Bhera Kooshab he proceeded to Zemaun
Shah’s camp.

Moonshee Deby Doss took the letter immediately to the
Rajah, who was surprised ; but this morning sowars from
Jewan Sing of Rawul Pindy arrived confirming the intelli-
gence of his defeat and stating his arrival at that place. The
Rajah, who had previously determined to send Hannoo Sing,

A



L] LUDHIANA AGENOY RECORDS, 1808-09. 143

now immediately sent for Bukshy Khooseally Mull, and,
having given him #Asnkhabs, &c., and 300 rupees for his
expenses, directed him to proceed instantly with the Vakeels
of Zemaun Shah.

Accordingly this day he took his departure with
elephants, horses, &c., &c., and 2,000 rupees for both
Zemaun Shah and Sujah-ul-Moolk, and has proceeded to
Rawul Pindy.

This intelligence seemed to excite a variety of reflections
to the Rajah, but he said himself to Molvey Abdoola: “ If
His Majesty should call me, I am ready. My troops are at his
service, and I will do everything in my power to effect his
re-establishment.”’

66. From Lieutenant-Colonel D. Ocmrgrronr, Commanding at
Loodeana, to 0. Lusainagron, Esquire, Acting Secretary
to Qovernment, Fort William,—~No. 39, dated 17th Decem-
ber 1809,

I HAVE the honor to transmit translations of Lahore
Intelligence to the 13th. Whether the Vakeels of Holkar and
Scindeah, who attend the Durbar of Runjeet, are accredited it
is not perhaps easy to determine, but I think there can be no
doubt that Ameer Khan’s Vakeel conceives that engaging the
Rajah of Lahore in hostility would further his master’s
designs, if he was not dispatched for that express purpose by
the Khan.

The Rajah, I should imagine, whatever he may hold out,
will not engage in such a design without a certainty of
effectual co-operation on their side, nor will he in all probabil-
ity take any steps that can shew a hostile intention until they
have actually commenced operations. His present measures
may be considered rather of a defensive nature so far as
respects the collection of military stores, all the other pro-
ceedings, being only in conformity to his usual practice of
moving in the month of May, or when the rubby is on the
-ground, must be for the present conjectural,
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Excrosure (1) To 66.

Lahore News from 9th to 11th December, 1809.

WaEN the Durbar was dismissed Abdoolah Khan, the
Vakeel of Ameer Khan, and Bebrow Pundit, Vakeel of
Dowlat Row, were called, and after the-usual enquiries a con-
versation ensued respecting the defeat of Sujah-ul-Moolk, send-
ing Khooseally Mull, Bukshy, to Rawul Pindy, and the late
capture of Kangra and defeat of the Goorkhas. The Vakeels
said much in praise of the warlike genius and qualifications
of the Rajah, and observed that it was not prudent in him to
give the Goorkhas, who have done so much mischief, such
terms, but it would have been better to have inflicted a severe
punishment as an example to his other enemies. The Rajah
replied that when opposed to him he had chastised them, but
it was not proper or the custom of the Khalsajee to refuse
quarter. His only object, the possession of Kangra, has been
obtained. After four hours’ conversation they were dismissed,
and the Rajah told them they should be again called to a
private conference;, when they would mutually consult on what
measures were to be adopted.

Jodh Sing had repeatedly requested leave to proceed to
his house, Chichrouly, through his Vakeel Sitaram, and prom-
ised to return when summoned. The Rajah now sent for
Hurry Sing, his son, and having given him & khillut and a
horse told him that on account of his coming to the Presence
he granted his father’s request, but he was to return in a
month.

The Surdar had everything prepared for proceeding to
Unmritsir on the Sunkrant, when a letter arrived from Khoos-
eally Mull, Bukshy, informing him that he had arrived at
Rawul Pindy and delivered the letter and presents to Sujah-
ul-Moolk. On perusing the letter Sujah-ul-Moolk had said
that, though now compelled by necessity to come into a foreign
country, yet it was not consistent with his dignity to proceed
in that manner; but if the Rajah himself came it would be
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respectful and conformable to the duties of obedience. On
hearing this the Rajah put off the journey to Umritsir.

ENcLosure (2) to 66.

Lahore News, from another Writer.

News arrived of the death of Kurreemulla Khan of
Rajauree, and that his son, Akbur Khan, had succeeded, on
which it was observed by one of his servants that Kurreemulla
Khan possessed great wealth, and it would be advisable to
take something from him, on which the Rajah determined to
send Hakeem Uzzeez-ud-Deen, with Ghasy Khan and other
troops, to make collections from him and Allum Khan, Lucku-
manah (3tc), and the Rajah intends to proceed to Ramnagurh
to meet Sujah-ul-Moolk, but will proceed at the Sunkrant to
Unmritsir and afterwards go to meet the King.

Abdoolah Khan and Bebrow Vakeels were called. Abdoolah
Khan represented to the Rajah that Scindeah and Holkar
considered you as a brother, and always say that their exist-
ence depends upon you and each upon the other, and that you
ought not to be careless on account of the friendship now
established with the English, but it was more advisable to be
attentive and prepared. That they have frequently engaged
the English, have sometimes been defeated and sometimes
victorious, but were still firm and drew fifteen lacks of rupees
annually from them. To keep your hand on your sword is
your best security. If you wish the Loodeana detachment
to be withdrawn, I will co-operate with you, or if you come
this way we will consult what is best. Fortune has hitherto
been favorable to you, and by co-operation something may be
effected. To this representation the Rajah replied that
certainly they are my brothers, and after a private consulta-
tion on this subject Inderdeo Pundit will give you my
answer,

19
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It is the intention of the Rajah, after mecting Iis
Majesty Sujah-ul-Moolk, to send Mokum Chund with all his
troops into Mooltan, but he himself means to remain at
Lahore, fearful that in his absence an enemy should com:
from another quarter,

Excrostre (3) to 66,
12ik to 13th Decemler 1809, by the same Wiriter as the above,

Jopu Sing, Kulseeah, wrote to his son to obtain him
leave to go to Chichrouly which he asked through Sewa
Sing, who represented he had now been in attendance with
his troops a full ycar. The Rajah said that he might go
if he came himself, but he would not grant it through Hurry
Sing, to whom he gave a turban and duskullu and dismissed
him.

67 Irom Licutenant-Colonel D. Ocnrerrozr, Commanding at
Loodeana, to C. LvsuixacroN, FEsquire, Acting Sceretary to
Government, Fort Willium,==No. 40, duted 1Sth Decemn-
ber 1809,

I Have the honor to transmit intelligence {from Lalore
and Mooltan this instant received.

Excrosure (1) To 67.

Lalore Intelligence, 14th to 15th December 1809,

Joon Sixa received leave to go to Chichrouly with in-
structions to attend the Rajah next month on his journey to
Sahewal (westward). Inderdeo Pundit came to the Presence
and represented that Bebrow, the Vakeel of Dowlut Row, had
been a long time in his house. e replicd: “let him stay, but
this is a strange Vakeel. Sometimes he represents what he
has to say through Meeth Sing and sometimes through Utter
Sing ; at others he talks of there being news-writers from
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the English here, and that I ought not to suffer them to
remain. The man is either mad or he is not sent by any one
(has no master).”

Although formerly the Rajah had an intention of proceed-
ing to Mooltan himself, yet, as he has lately heard that a
greater number of troops than there used to be formerly have
arrived at Meerut and Loodeana, his imagination now turns on
the idea that if he goes in that direction some attempts may
be made by the English, Therefore he has determined only to
go to Ramnagurh and from thence return and remain at
Lahore, and that Mokum Chund should proceed next month
with all the troops to Mooltan to levy contributions and take
the country.

He is also very desirous of meeting the King for the
sake of getting some good horses of that country and for
other purposcs,

Excrosure (2) To 67.
From Mr, Seron’s News-writer, Mooltan.

Ox the 1st of December intelligence was received at
Mooltan that on the 27th November Zossids had arrived with
Surbuland Khan at Bukur, who stated something secretly to
him which could not be discovered, hut the Nawab immediate-
1y on receiving the news put on a rich dress of 18 parckas and
some jewels, all of which he gave immediately to the Zoss¢ds
and on the instant sent off two camel Zurkarals with a letter
written in his own hand to the Shah Sujah-ul-Moolk at
Rawul Pindy, but what were the contents is not known,

On the 2nd December intellicence was received in
Mooltan by Aurkaraks, who came to Yar Mahomed Khan and
Surdar Khan, that a very strong report prevailed in Derah
Ghazy Khan that after the flight of Sujah-ul-Moolk the
battle still continued and his party were victorious and Futtch
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Khan had been killed, Mahomed Shah made prisoner and
confined in the Fort of (supposed) Bahasar, and that the son
of Sujah-ul-Moolk, Eyoob, had been appointed Vice-regent
until the Shah’s return, but the names of the Chiefs who
have done this are not mentioned.

—_——

68. Irom Licutenant F. S. Wuirg, Surveyor, to A. Sgron,
Isquire, Resident at Delli,—dated R24th  December

1809.

IN my letter of the 2Sth ultimo I had the honor to trans-
mit to you a copy of my correspondence with Rajah Sahib
Sing and to acquaint you of my intention to proceed by short
marches towards Soonam. On the 29th I left Puttecalah and
encamped at Bajeedpoor, a small village five Los distant from
that town, where I received a letter from the Rajah (of which
No. 4 is a copy) sanctioning my procecding through the
territory and intimating that directions had been given for
a proper person to accompany me.

2. On the 30th I arrived at Dhoodah, a small town
where the Rajah resided, to whom I immediately on my
arrival sent my respects by my Moonshee. No attention,
however, was paid to mec until several hours had elapsed,
when the Raja’s ckoldar came with the compliments of his
master and a few rupees intended as a zeafuf, which I
excused myself from accepting. In the evening the people
arrived that bad been ordered to accompany me on my

tour,

8. On the 1st instant I commenced my march towards
Soonam unaccompanied by any one on the part of the Rajah,
but was overtaken by a person on foot called Bajee Sing, who
informed me he was to proceed with me.

4. I reached Lungowal, a small village, on the 8rd,
where I was favoured with a letter from the Rajah enclosing
your dispatch of the 25th ultimo, which had been opened and
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your letter under a flying seal to Rajah Sahib Sing taken out.
No. 5 is a copy of Rajah Sahib Sing’s letter to me and No. 6
my reply to it, to both of which, especially the latter, I beg
your particular attention.

5. I arrived at Batinda on the 9th, from whence I sent
Lieutenant Marshall, the Officer Commanding the Escort, who
had been for several days unwell, into Ludhianah with a guard
of Havildar and twelve. On the 10th I received a letter from
the Rajah complaining of the conduct of my sipakees, which
letter, No. 7, and my answer to it, No. 8, I also beg leave to
submit to your particular attention.

6. On the 14th I reached the desert, but, conceiving it
imprudent to cross it or turn to the north, which would have
immediately led me into Runjeet’s country, I resolved on
tracing the boundary of the desert in a south-easterly direction
towards Batneer and Futtebabad, and with this intention pro-
ceeded as far as Buktoo, where, having satisfied myself as to
the general northern limits of the desert from Hissar to Pak
Puttun and Buhawulpoor, and thinking it unadvisable to ven-
ture into the Bhattee country, I took the direction of Mansali,
a fort of considerable note belonging to Sahib Sing. Some
people, however, advised me not to penetrate further into that
country ; but, as Bajee Sing, the person deputed by the Rajah
to attend me, frequently assured me in the most decided
manner there was nothing to apprehend, I did not think myself
justified in relinquishing an important point in the survey on
the chance information of a few villagers.

7. On the 17th I left Buktoo with the intention of
encamping at Tulwundee, a small town belonging to the Rajah
twelve Zos south by east of Batinda, but on my approaching
the place, which is surrounded by jungul, several shots were
fired at me, and I immediately thought it advisable to take
the direction of Batinda, encamping that day at the village
Joudpoor, five 4os from Tulwundee. I baving, however,
during my survey of the north-western frontier been frequent-
ly fired upon, though I have not always deemed it necessary
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to report the same to Government, I bezan to think but
lightly of this affair, and the more so as Bajee Sing when
particularly questioned still persisted, in the presence of my

- Moonshee and several others, that I might proceed through

the country in safety.

8. T therefore determined on the morning of the 18th to
make Mansah (13 Zos) in one march, but on my arrival near
Mhoi, a large village belonging to Sahib Sing, I was informed
about 250 people had collected there with the design of attack-
ing me. I immediately turned off into the sungul, relinquish-
ing all thoughts of procceding to Mansah and taking the
dircet road to Ludhianah.

9. I, agrecably to the advice of Bajee Singh, encampel
this day at Chaoki, a good sized village belonging to Dullel
Sing of Mullood ; but before the tent was pitched an alarm of
horse was given, and in a few minutes about a hundred made
their appearance. Well knowing this body would soon be
greatly increased, I thought of proceeding four Zos further to
Pukoke, a village belonging to Jiswunt Sing, not only that I
might quit & country so very inimical towards us, but in the
hopes of procuring safety in a village which I knew to belong
to a Chieftain friendly inclined to our Government. Having
therefore secured the most valuable part of my property, I
commenced my march, leaving my tents and a number of
things on the grounds. The horsemen, being joined by about
sixty foot from Chaoki armed chiefly with spears and bows and
arrows, bezan the attack, but at so respectful a distance that
I would not harrass my men by returning a useless fire, which
would greatly have retarded the march. By the time I had
gone one kos the enemy had augmented to about 500 men
by small parties of horse and foot from different villages and
began to press on me so close as to force me to commence
firing; but, although the enemy were individually brave,
particularly the foot, who frequently came so near as to spear
the sipakees, yet I was enabled to proceed two #Zos further
without allowing them to make any serious impression on us,
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The camp followers, indeed, were greatly alarmed, but the
sipakees preserved their spirits and had acted throughout in
the most cool and gallant manner. A large reinforcement,
however, that the enemy now received in a body, both of
horse and foot, could not fail to occasion serious uneasiness in
our minds ; and, as the stpakecs were beginning to break and
waver through fatizue, having marched fifteen Zos through a
woody country and fought upwards of two hours, I was forced
to sacrifice the baggage (a string of sixteen camels, several of
which were severely wounded) and order it to be relinguished,
and endeavoured to encourage the men with the hopes of
relief at Pukoke, from which we were but one fLos distant.
On our arrival, however, at this village, which may be decmed
a large one, as most of them are in this part of the country,
we were greatly disappointed to find the inhabitants join the
enemy, and with this addition to their force I do not hesi-
tate to say that in my opinion we had to oppose one thousand
men,—the natives say from three to four. My sipalkees now
began to fall fast, and any attempt to proceed further in g
eountry covered with jungul was evidently absurd. The only
chance of saving the party was that of storming the village
. and procuring shelter amongst the houscs ; this plan was
accordingly adopted, and possession of a part of the village
taken with but little loss. I immediately dispatched two
hurkarats to Colonel Ochterlony soliciting to be reinforced
by the whole of the cavalry stationed at Ludhianah, nor do
I think at that time I should have been justified in applying
for a force of less strength. The Aurkaraks were to reccive a
reward of fifty rupees. Early the next morning Run Sing,
the nephew of Jiswunt Sing, arrived from Phool, a small
town sixteen Zos from Pukoke, to my relief. Tranquillity was
immediately restored in the village—the enemy having returned
to their respective villages during the night. I immediately
acquainted Colonel Ochterlony of the fortunate change that
bhad taken place, and, having procured conveyance for the
wounded, left Pukoke on the 20th for Ludhianah attended by
Run Sing, encamping that day at Burnalah. On the 21st I
reached Pukowal, where I met Seewah Sing, a confidential
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servant of Jiswunt Sing, who had been sent by Colonel
Ochterlony with a party of horse to my assistance ; and on
the same day a party of Patan Horse commanded by a
relation of Ataoolla Khan arrived at Pukowal; they had also
been sent by Colonel Ochterlony to my relief. On the 22nd
I arrived at Ludhianah.

10. I have conceived it my duty to communicate to you
this detailed account of the circumstances that have occurred ;
nor do I think I have in the least exaggerated the number of
the enemy, and therefore can only attribute our escape from so
imminent a danger to the Divine interposition of Providence.
The loss on our side is 8 stpakees killed, 11 wounded, 8
servants killed, 8 servants wounded, belonging to Captain
Skinner’s Irregular Corps; wounded 2 horses, Lieutenant
White’s killed, 4 horses belonging to Captain Skinner wound-
ed, 2 of which were left at Pukoke as unfit for further service.
The whole baggage excepting the ammunition and the
Soolidar’s property lost.

11. I cannot, however, conclude this letter without
intruding upon your attention a few remarks. I had requested
of Government that during my survey I might be accom-
panied by respectable Vackeels from the different Chieftains
through whose territory I should proceed, under the full con-
viction (as expressed in the letter I had the honor to address to
you) that without this assistance no survey in that part of the
country was practicable ; and, as Government had been pleased
to approve of my suggestion, I had put myself to considerable
extra expense that I might appear us an officer proceeding
under a special deputation from Government. The person sent
by the Rajah to accompany me was on my honor, in my
opinion, not near so respectable as a common %urkarak. He
even the first day begged of my servants one anna for his sub-
sistence. (I immediately ordered him ten rupecs.) How far he
might be considered as an intelligent person, I know not, for
his language was so peculiar that neither myself, my Moon-
shee or any of the s/pakees or servants could readily understand
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the one-half he said, and in short altogether so much the
appearance of a common cooly that it was the first remark of
Run Sing to me and afterwards of Seewah Sing to Colonel
Ochterlony that they were not surprised at what had happened
when they oonsidered the want of authority and mean
appearance of the person who attended me. Independent, how-
ever, of this circumstance I feel it my duty to state to you
that I am fully convinced treachery was from the first intend-
ed. On my arrival at Putteealah I was desirous of hiring
seven camels for the conveyance of the sipakecs’ baggage in
the room of their hackery, but was informed no camels were to
be procured. I acquainted the Rajah of this circumstance on
my arrival at Dhodah, requesting he would give directions for
them to be sent to me, but rececived a similar reply. I was
equally unsuccessful at Soonam, though afterwards the
stpakees of themselves without the least aesistance from me
procured them. I need not state the country abounds in
camels, which are driven in flocks of eighty and a hundred
each. You will also observe the Rajah took no notice of my
request to be attended by a few of his horsemen and Aurkaraks,
although I had pointed out to him the inconveniences I
experienced from the want of a person of respectability and
authority to attend me ; and it is aleo a very singular circum-
stance that there were two or three standards with the Cavalry
that attacked me, which in my opinion proves the attack had
been in contemplation for several days, and when I reflect that
in a former survey I was in a similar manner insulted at
Khoralah, a town only ten Zos from Putteealah, and in a part
of the country the most subject to his authority, I cannot but
think myself justified in repeating that treachery was intended
from the first. _

12. The loss of baggage can be easily repaired, but that

of my books, papers, maps and a series of information which I
had collected during & four years’ survey, great part of which
in the hopes of its being rendered more perfect had not been
communicated to Government, is a loss of a very serious
nature and the more so as, if the strong recommendations you
20
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had been pleased to honor me with to the several Chieftains in
this quarter prove ineffectual, I am fearful no further survey

in this part of the country can any longer be considered as
advisable.

18. My escort consisted of a soolédar, jamadar, 4
kavildars, 4 naicks and 68 stpakees, with a duffudar and 10
horsemen belonging to Captain Skinner’s Irregular Corps. I
could not close this letter without representing to you in the
strongest terms my entire satisfaction of the cool, gallant and
soldier-like conduct of the Aavildars, nascks and sipakecs that
accompanied me.

P.5.—I have this moment been honored with your letter
of the 21st instant. I give you my word of honor as an
officer and a gentleman that I am at present totally unac-
quainted of there ever having been the least occasion of
complaint whatsoever of the men under my command. I will,
however, make every enquiry into the circumstance. I am at
present much agitated that any kind of complaint has been
made to you, though I feel fully convinced the whole is an
infamous fabrication,

39. From Lieutenant F. S. Wurre, Surveyor, to A. Sarosw,
Esquire, Resident at Delhi,—dated 24th December 1809.

HaviNG translated the letters you did me the honor to
enclose in your dispatch of the 21st instant, and perfectly

‘understood the meaning of them, I have now the honor of
-replying to the extraordinary charge which has been made

against me by Rajah Sahib Sing, and, as you appear in your
letter to have given credit to the Rajah’s assertions, I certain-
3y do not’expect you should be satisfied with my individual
contradiction to them, though I had flattered myself that, as
no complaint has hitherto been made of my conduct to the
Resident at Delhi, though I have been employed upwards of
four years as a Surveyor and by far the greatest part of that
time in countries independent of the British Government, that
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you would have expressed some hopes in your letter that the
circumstances had either been exaggerated or misrepresented to
the Rajah. The first intimation I received in the nature of a
complaint was the Rajah’s own letter to me, and you will have
the gooduess to observe in my reply to it that I positively
deny the sspakees have been guilty of any injustice, and call
upon him to point'out any single instance. To this letter I
received no reply. In his letter to your address written in the
same general style no specific ground of complaint is alleged.
How am I to reply to a charge of so general and indefinite
a nature? I cannot myself but consider the whole is a
fabrication intended as a prelude to the attack that was
afterwards made upon me, as I cannot conceive how the
inhabitants could have sustained any serious injury or have
suffered any violence without either the knowledge of myself
or Lieutenant Marshall, who commanded the company. I by
no means, however, wish you to risk upon my assertion that
the whole is a false complaint, but, on the contrary, have to
entreat in the most solemn manner that a Court of Enquiry
may be instituted to investigate into the circumstances. The
loss I have sustained in my property is certainly very great,
but it is by no means to be compared to that of my reputation,
nor shall I rest satisfied until I am informed that Government
is fully convinced I could not have been guilty of the unofficer-
like conduct imputed to me.

This is written in great baste, beiﬁg anxious to send if
by this day’s dak. No copy of it is taken, and I have therefore
to beg you will excuse any trifling mistakes.

70. From ILieutenant F. S. Waire, Surveyor, to A, Szron',
Esquire, Resident at Delhi,~dated 25th December 1809,

I HAVE the honor to transmit to you a copy of my letter to
Lieutenant Marshall, together with his reply, which I flatter
myself will prove satisfactory to you and prevent your enter-
taining any longer doubts of the general good conduct of the
detachment. You will observe that Mr, Marshall is entirely
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of the same opinion as myself, though I bave not thought it
proper to have any communications with him on the subject,
and what is very remarkable, in no one instance has the most
trivial complaint ever been made to me.

Excrosure 1 To 70.

"From Lieutenant F. S. Warre, Surveyor, to Lisutenant T. Mure
snaLL, Commanding a Detachment on Escort duty with Lieu~
tenant Wairs, Surveyor,=~dated Ludhianah, 25th December
1809.

I mavE the honor to send you the copy of a letter from
the Resident at Delhi to me under date the 21st instant, en-
closing the Persian copy of a letter the Resident had received
from Rajah Sahib Sing, the Putteealah Chieftain, wherein he
complains in the strongest language of the violent and
improper conduct of the sspakecs under your command to
the inhabitants of Putteealah and Soonam, and indeed of every
place where they had encamped. As it is probable a very
serious investigation may ultimately take place, I have to
request you will make the most particular enquiries on the
subject and report to me the result for the information of
Government.

ENcrLosure (2) To 70.

From Lieutenant T. Marsaarr, Commanding Detachment on Escort
duty with Lieutenant Warrs, Surveyor, to Lieutenant F. S.
Waizre, Surveyor, North-West Frontier, Ludhianah~dated
Ludhianah, 25th December 1809.

T uave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of
this date containing a note from Mr. Seton and a Persian
letter from the Putteealah Rajah, Sahib Singh, complaining of
the violent and unsoldier-like conduot of my men at Soonam.
Agreeable to your desire, I have made particular enquiries of
my Native Commissioned Officers and Havsldars respecting
the conduct of the men at that place, and am perfeotly satis-
fied (not only from their report, but from my own observations
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of their conduct) that they were guilty of no disorderly or
irregular conduct, and that the regular nerrick was paid by all
for any article they purchased in the bazar.

Ilook upon the complaint as a mere pretence intended
to have been the means of getting us out. of the country as
soon as possible. The bare circumstance of a string of 10
camels from that place following the detachment for 6 or 7
kos for service on the morning we left it is the strongest
proof that no misunderstanding or dispute could possibly have
taken place between the inhabitants and my men, and this
too happened at a time when the Putteealah Rajah positively
asserted that it was out of his power to procure a few camels
for the conveyance of some baggage that must have been
otherwise left behind, and I might have hired a string of 50
as fine camels as any in the country. If I may be permitted to
give my opinion, the complaint is & mere cloak to cover in
some measure the unprovoked attack made on the detachment
on the 18th of December, or in other words he might- think
an early complaint would afford him the means of eutting up
the detachment with impunity.

————

91, From A. Seron, Esquire, Resident at Dehli, to O.
Lusaingron, Esquire, Acting Secretary to Government
in the Political Department, Fort William,~dated
28th December 1809,

AvraovgH Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony’s dispatch
No. 42, which was forwarded from hence yesterday, will
have apprized you, previously to the receipt of this letter,
of the safety of Lieutenant White, I think it regular to
acquaint you, for the information of His Excellency the
Hon’ble the Vice-President in Council, that I this day
received a letter from that officer communicating his arrival
at Ludhianeh.

2. It would appear that the head of the gang of
robbers, who attacked and plundered Lieutenant White, was
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Phola Sing, an Akaulee, who is a subject of Runjeet Sing
and joined the troops of that Chief near Kot Kapoorah
whtn he found that the arrival of Run Sing prevented
him from accomplishing his purpose, which seems to have
been not merely to plunder but to destroy the party with
Lieutenant White.

8. A judgment may perhaps be formed from the
i'eception of this atrocious murderer in the camp of Rajah
Runjeet Sing,—or rather of Mohkum Chund, his Dewan,—
whether there be any grounds for the reports, so current
at present, respecting the hostile designs of the Rajah
against the British Government.

,:72. From A. Seron, Esquire, Resident at Delli, to G. SwinTon,
Esquire, Acting Persian Seccretary to the Govern-
ment, Fort William,—dated Dehli, 27th December 1809.

As the Persian newspaper transmitted by Lieutenant-
Colonel Ochterlony with the accompanying letter contains
intelligence which, if true, would be very important, I think
it my duty to submit a translation.

. With regard to the authenticity of the intelligence, I
can only say that three of the Sikh Chiefs, the most friendly
to the British Government, v¢z. Rajah Bhaug Sing, Bhye
Laul Sing and Rajah Jeswunt Sing of Nabah, are now
at Dehli, and have not made any communication on the
subject to ‘me; yet, if true, they could hardly be ignorant
of Runjeet Sing’s designs, and if acquainted with them they
certainly would not I think conceal them from me.

Translation of Abstract of Intelligenre from Surdar Runsesr
S1xe’s Court at Lahore,—written the 19th of December
1809.

It appears from the relation of several officers and
servants  of this Government, that Surdar Runjeet Sing
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has lately had many private conferences with Surdar Futteh
Sing of Alloo, and that during the diversion of hunting, after
exchanging oaths, he frequently addressed him to this effect :
“That the neighbourhood of the British and the outrage of
killing oxen in the country of Punjaub is the cause of bring-
ing my Government and authority -<into contempt, and is
moreover injurious to our holy persuasion. - At present that
Sut Gooroojee has raised me and made me Lord of a country
and master of an army, if I did not attempt to rectify this
affair what shame to my situation and prowess! By the
strength of my arm, then, and the might of my sword I
ought to attempt rendering myself master of Dehli.. If I
conquer, both the seats of Royalty fall under the dominion of
the Khalsahjee; if I fail, the enemy will become master of
this seat also; when required, however, you must  supply
me with ten guns and thirty thousand horse and foot.””
Futteh Singh replied : “ Your plans with respect to this
subject are just and proper, and believe me in every point
to join heartily as your confederate in their accomplishment.
When you consider that the country of Jugrowneh, the
Talookeh of Isroo and other places belonging to me lie on
the other side of the Sutledge, you may ‘conceive that my
interest in this project is greater than your own.” 'In fine,
after reciprocal consultations and communication the march
of the armies was fixed after the time of the Sankrané
(Solstice) of the month of Poos and the commencement . of
Magh. '

It is reported that writings have been addressed to ‘the
different Rajahs of Kohistan to the following effect : “ You
will march all your troops from the Kohistan to the country
of Doabah and arrive in different quarters. You must take
care not to encamp together.” Surdar Futteh Sing was also
instructed to place divisions of his force at the villages of
Phagwara, Bukeheree, Bulkeh, Jhaundealeh, as also at Kolee
and Kupoor Thuleh, so that when required they might
immediately and readily be assembled. For in case of the
army remaining encamped together the enemy by ‘getting
notice would strengthen themselves and be on their. guard,
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P8.—By the report of horsemen attending Moulvi
Hussun and Shah Ashruff Khan, Vackeels of Shuja-ool-
Moolk, who arrived here yesterday, it appears that the fort
of Attock by the exertions of some Kil/udar remained in
the possession of Shujs-ool-Moolk, till at length Shah
Mahmood imprisoning and distressing the family of the
said Kslladar he was obliged to deliver up the place to
Uttahoollah Khan, a servant of the King’s (Shah Mahmood).

_——

73. From Lisutenant-Oolonel D. Ocarerronr, Commanding at
Loodeana, to 0. LusaiNcroy, Esquire, Acting Secretary
to Government sn the Folitical Department,—~No. 43,
dated 30th December 1809,

I mavE the honor to transmit, for the information of His
Excellency in Council, copies and translations of letters which
have passed between me and Dewan Mokum Chund since
my last dispatch of the 22nd instant.

2. I have also the honor to transmit copy and trans-
lation of another letter received from the Commander of the
Goorkhas’ Force, whose object is still the same, and of course
would not demand particular attention if I could ascertain
the wishes of Government respecting any limits which it
may be desirable to fix to the encroachments of their troops,
as, though now confined to the hilly districts, they may
extend their depredations and attack some places belonging to
Surdars who consider themselves under our protection. This
circumstanoe has not yet occurred, but our knowledge of

.the geography of this country is yet so limited that they

may even unintentionally trespass on what may be now
determined to be our boundaries, as I understand that the
man whose forts they are now attacking or have already
taken has some considerable villages at the foot of the hills
not far from 8irhind, and the Munny Majra man, on the
other hand, has some lands on the hills.
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8. In a letter received yesterday from Rajah Sahib
Sing of Putteealah he mentions a long-established friendship
between him and the Goorkhas and expresses a desire to
send some of his troops to join them against Kurrumparkass.

4. The expression of such a wish from one who is
notoriously inadequate to the controul of his own possessions
led me to enquire what possible motive could induce it, and it
was accounted for by a supposed expectation that such
assistance would be rewarded by the Goorkhas by the gift of
some villages that belong to the Surmooreah Rajah and are
contiguous to those of Sahib Sing in the neighbourhood of

the hills.

5. I do not, however, mean to ascribe this or any
motive to the Rajah himself, whose imbecility approaches
very nearly to absolute idiotism ; but it is not unlikely to have
had its effect on those who have the management of his
affairs, and who may be supposed to be governed by the one
grand principle which actuates without exception every Sikh

Surdar with whom I have ever had any intercourse, and seems

to have become a general rule of action, v¢s., to avail them-
selves of every circumstance which can benefit themselves,
unrestrained by considerations of justice, truth, honor or

humanity.

6. ZEvery day furnishes some new proof of the violation
of the most sacred duties and obligations, and the Chief of
Nabah is at this moment in dread of assassination from his
own son, whom he has for some time kept in confinement,
and whoe contrives, though closely watched, to keep up a
correspondence with the Rajah of Lahore.

7. Within these few days the zemeendars of Sydooky
and Bhugta have possessed themselves by treachery of the
small gurky of a petty Surdar in this neighbourhood in
retaliation for injuries, real or pretended, which I shall
probably be necessitated to make the subject of a future

representation.
21
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8. Discord and anarchy have been so long prevalent, and
every one has been so much in the habit of revenging his own
wrongs, that it must unavoidably be some time, and probably
require some strong example, before they can be restrained
from committing violences on the lives and property of each
other. For the latter I know of no effectual remedy unless the
confiscation of the lands of the aggressor, which, if it had the
effect of preventing petty warfare, would of itself put a stop
to the now frequent recurrence of bloodshed ; but it likewise
involves a degree of interference and controul which may
exceed the intentions of the Right Hon’ble the Governor-
General in Council. If I feel most anxious for particular
instructions on these points, it is from a sincere desire to
prevent, when possible, the abuses and violences which so
frequently occur, and at the same time to do it in the manner
most conformable to the wishes of Government, and in the
way least likely to offend the several Surdars whose attach-
ment it is an object to conciliate.

9. I shall not delay the transmission of a full detail of
all the circumstances attending the seizure of the petty gurky
of Chumkooah by the zemeendars of Sydooky and Bhugta,
which I feel embarrassing—

First, because the act is in itself contrary to the
intimation given to the several Surdars that
every one shall continue unmolested in
possession of the lands or villages in their

immediate occupancy on our assuming the
protection of the country ;

Secondly, because the zemeendars of Sydooky, &ec., are
dependants of the Rajah of Putteealah ; and

Lastly, because I have great reason to believe that this
petty zemeendar of Chumkooah has been for
some time past constantly invading, laying
waste and plundering' the property of others,
and does in reality deserve the punishment
he has met with, although it was not
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strictly proper those people should inflict it, as
he was not in any shape dependent on them
and is acknowledged to have an undisputed
and undivided right to the villages and guriy
which have been seized.

10. It appears to me the desire and intention of the
Right Hon’ble the Governor-General in Council that the
independent proprietor of the smallest village should be as
fully maintained in the rights of property as the most con-
siderable Surdars, and consequently that Rajah Sahib Sing,
his agents, or dependants, cannot assume a right of seizure
under any pretence of injuries committed.

11. If any deviation from this principle should be once
admitted, pretexts will always be found and the weak will be
placed at the mercy of the powerful.

12. In the present case I have judged it best to
represent the circumstance to Rajah Sahib Sing, reminding
him that every Surdar was left in the former exercise of his
authority and controul over the districts and vassals, which
he held at the time the British Government assumed the
protection of the country, but that I considered the forcible
occupation of any village belonging to another as a deviation
from the Itt¢sla Namak, which under the orders and instruc-
tions of Government I bad formerly transmitted to him, and
I hope this intimation will be the means of effecting its
restoration under his own authority.

18. 1If it should fail of producing this effect, my detailed
report of the particular rights of the proprietor, and the
pretence under which the seizure has been made, will enable
His Excellency in Council to decide on the case and form a
precedent for my future guidance ; for, as I have already
stated, I feel much less difficulty in resisting what I feel to
be the unfounded claims of the Rajah of Lahore or his Dewan
than in deciding on the disputes of those who come under
the description of our own protégés, in which, however, I
have been generally successful by hearing fully what each

Seizure of
Chamkoidén
by the zamin-
dars of Sidoki

and Bhugta.



Secizure of
Chamkoiin
by the zamin.
dars of Sidoki
and Bhugta,

Designs of

Ranjit Singh,

164 LUDHIANA AGENCY RECORDS, 1808-09. [ Cuar.

party bad to urge and by sometimes recommending the
mutual restitution of plundered cattle, or at others proposing
arbitration in the case of disputed boundaries.

14. It was not perhaps in the contemplation or the
wish of Government that I should interfere in cases of this
nature, and if I have erred I shall discontinue such inter-
ference in future; but my motive has ever been to prevent
those petty feuds and dissensions which must prevail in a
country so governed as this is, and under such impressions I
have not thought it advisable or humane to reject a reference
made by both parties, from a seeming confidence in my wish
to render justice always rather by opinion or recommendation
than by affecting or claiming any authority.

15. As all parties seemed perfectly satisfied with the
measures I suggested, I have hitherto thought it improper to
intrude such subjects on the attention of Government as
wearing not only an appearance of egotism, but liable to &
misconstruction as if complaining of the trouble attached to
my situation and command ; nor would it now have been
mentioned if the particular case of Chumkooah had not
occurred.

168. My object is only to conform to what I conceive to
be the wishes of Government, and, where they are not known,
by positive orders or instructions to give a just impression of
its equity.

17. Tt is still difficult to comprehend the designs of the
Rajah of Lahore, governed, as I must be, by the mere reports
of news-writers ; but unless there is any certain intention of a
renewal of hostilities with the Chiefs of the Dakhun, I cannot
bring mysclf to believe that he would singly involve himself
in a war with a Power which, though I do not think he justly
appreciates, I am persuaded he still fears.

18. His preparations scem rather of a defensive than
offensive nature, and if it were not for the frequent conferences
with the Mabarattah Vakeels, amongst whom I include



1.1 LUDHIANA AGENOY RECORDS, 1808-09. 165

Ubdoolla Khan, and the constant transit of Vackeels from
Ougeen to Lahore and wice versd, I should be inclined to
give full credit to the general report that his next movement
will be towards Mooltan.

19. It cannot, however, but excite some distrust, ig-
norant as I am of the affair of the south, to observe that, in
addition to the Vackeels already at Lahore, Goordial Brahmin
again left Putteealah ox a ptigrimage to Jooula Mooky on the
20th instant with a considerable retinue, and a man named
Junda Sing was within these two days at Philour, said to be
deputed from Runjeet to Dowlut Row Scindeah.

20. My intelligence of this day states the whole foree
at Lahore to be six thousand and about two thousand at
Unmritsir, at which place it is said there Is to be an intended
meeting of all the Chiefs on the next Sunkrant, or about the
13th January, which is to determine their future movements.

74. From Licutenant-Colonel D, Ocrrerronr, Commanding at
Loodeana, to O, Lusuineron, Esquire, Acting Secretary
to Qovernment in the Political Department,—No. 44,
dated 31st December 1809,

IN the 7th paragraph of my letter No. 34, under date the
6th December,! I had the honor to communicate, for the
information of His Excellency in Council, the measures which
I proposed to adopt in consequence of the preparations made
by and suspicious conduct of Rajah Runjeet Sing. I have now
the honor to transmit a letter from Brigade-major Brownrigg,
by which His Excellency in Council will observe that a supply
of grain and other articles equal to fifteen days’ consumption
has been laid in for a sum not much exceeding, perhaps not
quite amounting to, three thousand rupees.

2. In comsequence of this letter I have directed that
officer immediately to erect within the fort the mill proposed,
and some bandmills or cAuckies being on their way to the
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Btrengthening Punjab for sale, I have also purchased fifty which I shall
fm . order to be fitted up for use, the whole expense of which will

not exceed 1,200 rupees.

8. In a few days a ditch will be completed round the
fort which can be deepened and enlarged at leisure, and a wall
and ditch round the town are in considerable forwardness.

4. The letter from Brigade-major Brownrigg is so
explicit as to render any observation from me unnecessary, and
I feel persuaded that, whatever may be the decision of His
Excellency in Council as to the propriety or necessity of the
measure itself, His Excellency will not fail to observe that it
fully evinces the just confidence I had placed in that officer
and proves that it could not have been executed with greater
prudence, oelerity and integrity,




CHAPTER II.

—pe

1810-11.

Intelligence from the Punjab—Encroachments of the Gurkhas—Measures
for obtaining redress for the attack on Lieutenant White—Operations
of Raja Ranjit Singh against Multan —Claims of Gurkhas to Pinjore-—
Appointment of Captain Birch as Assistant to Colonel Ochterlony—
Representation of ex-Raja of Nahan—Feelings of Chiefs towards Ranji¢
Singh—Arrival of members of the Royal Family of Kabul at Ludhiana—
Present of a carriage and pair to Raja Ranjit S8ingh—Maladministra.
tion of the Patiala State—Proclamation fo Protected Sikh Chiefs—
Kashmir sheep.

75. From Lieutenant-COolonel D, Ocmrerronr, Commanding at
Loodeana, to 0. LusrineroN, Esquire, Acting Secretary
to Government, Fort William,—No. 46, dated the 6th
January 1810,

I 5avE the honor to transmit Lahore Intelligence up to
the 1st instant, which confirms my former account of the
Rajah’s proceeding to the west and leaves the meeting at
Unmritser on the Sunkrant doubtful, but I should rather be
inclined to think it will not take place, though distance or
business is seldom suffered to prevent this ceremony, which is

not actually ordained, but has become by usage a rite of
religion. ’

ENcLosuRE TO 75.
Lahore Intelligence dated 1st January 1810.
SirpAR RuNsEET SiNG marched from Lahore, and on the
second day halted 18 coss from thence at a place called Goojer-
wal, baving with him Sahib Sing of Goojrat and other
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Sirdars, except Ranee Sudda Kooer and the sons of Mehtab
Kooer, who, owing to dissatisfaction, did not accompany him.
The Sirdar has since written to the former to remain at Lahore
until the Sunkrant of Maugh, and that afterwards to act
agreeably to what he may write.

The Sirdar has ordered all his troops to repair to his
presence. Numbers are daily arriving. He has dispatched
Chooher, Ksdmutgar, to Sirdar Futta Sing, Allowala, Sirdar
Jodh Sing, Kulseeah, Dhewa Sing, the son of Hurry Sing,
and others, to repair to his presence with their respective forces
without delay. Orders have also been written to Dewan
Mokum Chund to join. It is expected that after meeting the
King (Sujah-ul-Moolk), collecting money from the zemeendars
of Sahewal, obtaining & settlement of the country at the foot
of the hills, and taking some places as Wazeerabad, Goojrat,
&e., the Sirdar will return to Lahore, and that he will detach
Dewan Mokum Chund with all his troops towards Mooltan ;
and it is also imagined that the Sirdar with all his troops
and Sikhs will accompany the King towards Mooltan, in
expectation that the Duranies now with Mahomed Shah will
come over to him and thereby prevent his effecting any
collections in that country and obstruct his passage to Peshour.
By such a combination of the Duranies the arrangements of
the Kingdom will be effected. It will be scen which of these
expectations will be realized. A report prevails that a Vakeel
has been dispatched on the part of Rajah Sahib Sing and the
Sirdars of Malwa to Sirdar Runjeet Sing, and that they wish
to effect some arrangements with him. The truth of this is
best known to God.

Goordeal, Vakeel of Maharajah Dowlut Row, is said to
be again coming. He has left Putteealah and is now on his
way to Runjeet.

Sirdar Jodh Sing was prepared to march, postponed it
yesterday on account of rain, and is expected to move to-
mMorrow.

D. OCHTERLONY.
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%6. From O. Lusmingron, Esquire, Acting Secretary to
Government, Fort William, to Lieutenant-Colonel D.
Ocurerronr, Commanding at Lodhiana,~—dated the 9th
January 1810.

I ax directed by His Excellency the Vice-President in
Council to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st
ultimo, reporting the circumstances of an attack made on
Licutenant White by a party of Akalies from Umritsir.

2. His Excellency in Council entirely approves the
measures which you adopted for the purpose of relieving
Lieutenant White and his party from the dangerous situation
in which they were placed by the hostile conduct of the
lawless fanatics by whom they were attacked, and His
Excellency in Council desires that you will employ your
endeavors in the utmost degree which may be expedient for
the discovery and punishment of the perpetrators of that
unprovoked outrage.

77. TFrom Lieutenant-Colonel D, Ocnrerronr, Commanding at
Lovdeana, to C. Lusaineron, Esquire, Acting Secretary
to Government, Fort Williamy==No. 47, dated 20th
January 1810.

I ravE the honor to transmit translate of intelligence from
Labore to 15th instant. My other news-writer confirms the
principal fact of Runjeet having seized the whole country of
Sahib Sing of Goojrat with the exception of a small portion
which he has given to Golab Sing, his son; but he says
nothing of his future operations being certainly directed to
Bahawulpore and Mooltan, though this is certainly the
prevalent opinion.

Excrosure 10 77.
Punjab Intelligence from the 13th to the 15th January 1810.

SurpAr RuNnJEEr SiNé marched from Jullalpore with
intent to take Uknoor (the fort of which place is extremely
strong) from Alum Sing, a partner of the Rajah of Jummoo
and dependant of Sahib Sing, and encamped at Munnawur.
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Surdar Sahib Sing made his escape and went to Goojrat.
Runjeet Sing, having taken the country, demanded the three
cannons which Sahib Sing at the time of being confined had
promised and which he now refused, saying that when Goojrat
shall be taken from me the cannons will also become your
property. Golab Sing, his son, however, is with Runjeet
Sing. The people, being oppressed, had petitioned him to
send his own thana into Jullalpore, or they should go to
some other place and settle themselves.

Runjeet Sing had sent messengers to require the attend-
ance of Alum Sing of Uknoor and Sooltan Khan. Alum Sing,
Rajpoot, who is a brother of the Jummoo Rajah, accordingly
came, paid his respects, presented a horse and solicited
protection, and said that both the fort and myself are at your

© service ; if it is your desire to take the fort, you are welcome ;

I have no objection. Runjeet Sing bid him be contented and
said that the fort of Uknoor is my object owing to its
contiguity to Cashmere, and the road to that place from hence
being safe my army being stationed here can opportuncly
take possession of Cashmere, and settlements with the Rajahs
of the neighbourhood can be easily obtained.

The Rajah of Chib, the Killekdar of Mungla, and the
Rajah Ajeet Sing of Jummoo, came in obedience to the call of
Surdar Runjeet Sing and presented nuzzers, and Koor Khan
Sing with his troops has marched from Lahore, Sudda Kooer
may have arrived there before. Jodh Sing, Ramgurhea, has
reached the Army at Munnawur, and the Dewan (Mokum
Chund), who bad crossed the Ravee, may have also joined.

Troops gathering from all quarters are proceeding to the
Army. -

Surdar Jodh Sing, Kulsea, who was waiting at Unmnritsir,
marched from thence on the 15th for the Army with Runjeet,
and the arrival of Surdar Futta Sing is expected very soon.

It is said that Runjeet Sing purposes going to Mooltan,
and that he eagerly wishes to pay his respects to the King,
but that the King is not much inclined towards him,
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apprehensive lest he may either imprison, ask something of
great value, or be the cause of some injury to him. The
Surdar intended Sialkote for the accommodation of the Royal
Family, and the King expects he should take Mooltan and
give it to him, The Surdar’s intentions towards Mooltan and
Bahawulpore are inflexible, He has assembled his troops and
the different Surdars, and if he did not mean to go personally,
why has he called all his Surdars? It is evident at least that
he intends to visit Bahawulpore and levy contributions.

1,400 cannon balls have lately been sent from Umritsir
agreeably to orders, and a further commission for 10,000
blue lights has been received.

D. OCHTERLONY.

78. Irom Licutenant-Colonel D. Ocurrrroyr, Commanding at
Loodeana, to C. Lusnixeroy, Esquire, Acting Scerctary
to Government, Fort Williaom,—No. 48, daicd the 21st
Januvary 1810.

I HAVE the honor to transmit translate of intelligence
received this day.

It cannot but be most mortifying and disagrecable to send
information so various and contradictory, but I trust I shall he
pardoned when it is considered that from my situation I must
depend on the communications of men who are accustomed to
write all they hear or observe without comment or reflection.

Futta Sing has been repeatedly summoned by the Rajah,
and if he delays any considerable time at Umuritsir it will be
some sort of proof that he has received orders to the effcet,
though not for the purpose mentioned.

ExcrLosure To T78.
Punjab Intelligence from the 10th to the 181 Junuary 1810,
Surpar RuxsEET SING remained encamped three days at

Munnawur. Rajah Jeet Sing of Jummoo, Alum Sing of
Uknoor, Outar Sing of Mungla and Bhai Lab Sing, Chib,
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with other zemeendars of the country adjacent to the hills,
came to the JIlazoor, and nearly the undermentioned sum
as auzzerana having been settled—

Rs.
Rajah Jeet Sing of Jummoo « .« . 10000
Alum Sing of Uknoor . . . . . 15,000
Outar Sing of Mungla . . ] . . 5,000
Bhai Lab Singof Chib. . . . . 5,000

they were suffered to depart; but Sultan Khan, Rajah of
Rajaorce, being a dependant on Cashmere and relying on the
strength of his own place, did not make his appearance. Ou
the contrary, he made his escape and took shelter in a place of
security. The Surdar, having appointed Futta Sing, Chachee,
to chastise him, marched from thence and returned to Jullal-
pore, the inhabitants of which place being reduced to the
greatest distress by the tyranny of Golaub Sing made daily
complaints to the Rajah, who sent for the mother of Golaub
Sing from the town, placed his own people there and commit-
ted her son to a guard in camp.

Sahib Sing, who without notice had left camp and
sheltered himself at Goojrat and who refused to give up his
cannons, being apprehensive of his life, has made his escape
from thence also with 20 horses towards Mungla and Rajaoree,
whereupon the Surdar sent Hakeem Azcezoodin to secttle that
country, and when he had effected the settlement of both
the town and fort of Goojrat the Surdar himself went and
remained there one night.

The purgunna of Shahdra is given to Dhunput Brahman
as jagir in licu of the wages of 200 horse. It is said that
the Ki¢lladar of Bujwat was accidently met by Hookma Sing,
Chimnee, in making his escape at night and plundered of
about 15 horses and property.

In reply to the desire of Runjeet Sing that the King
should come to Ramnagur or Pind Dadun Khan and meet him,
Khooshally Mull came from the King and represeated that
the King said: “I have but lately arrived here and hbave
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suffered much both in circumstances and property. I have not
the power to go hor have I the means of farnishing myself
with necessaries for the journey, but if the Surdar will himself
come here we shall meet.”” The Surdar anxiously desires a
meeting. It shall be seen where they meet. Dewan Mokum
Chund has joined the Army.

Yesterday, the 15th, one hour after it became night, Futta
Sing, Allowalla, simply attended, arrived at Umritsir, and the
following day the whole of his troops, tents, 2 cannons and
camp followers arrived. On the 17th Gooroo Bissumbher Dass
of Jundeall, with his troops, also arrived at Umritsir and put
up with Futta Sing, who has this day reviewed his force.
Goordeal, the Vakeel of Dowlut Row, paid his respeets to
Futta Sing and said that at present Maharajah Dowlut Row
and Juswant Row have mutually connived at and instigated
Meer Khan to create disturbances with the English, and they
ore waiting for you. The English have by wheedling and
deception taken the country. Since they bhave taken the east
and south and subjected the Chiefs of those countries, of what
extent is the Punjaub? But the Surdars of those quarters
have yet some strength. To you no time can be better or more
precious than the present, and if you will unite with fifty
thousand horse, the subjection of the enemy will be effected
with great ease and facility, and to pass over such a moment
for a future period will only be the cause of regret and repent-
ance. Surdar Futta Sing, upon hearing this, said that you
ghould meet with Runjeet Sing. I also shall speak to him
upon this subject, and whatever shall be his wish shall be
mine.

I bave learned from a trustworthy person verbally that
Surdha Ram, son of Khooshally Mull, sent by Surdar Runjeet
Sing to Futta Sing, has this day arrived, and in private said
to him that the Surdar Bahadur wishes you should assemble
the whole of your troops at Unmritsir, and be personally in
readiness for a movement with everything necessary. I shall
also very soon arrive and proceed towards Hindoostan.

D. OCHTERLONY.
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79. From O. Lvsurscroy, Esquire, Acting Secretary to Govern-
ment, Fort TWilliam, to Licutenant-Colonel D. Ocurer-

Loxr, Commanding at Lodhiana,~datcd the 23rd Junuary
1810.

I ax directed by Ilis Excellency the Vice-President in
Council to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch No. 44,
dated the 31st ultimo,! enclosing. a copy of a letter from
Brigade-major Brownrigg describing his proceedings under
your orders for laying in a stock of grain and other articles
equal to fifteen days’ consumption for the force under your
command, and to inform you that the Vice-President in Council
considers the terms under which the stores have been provided
to be highly advantageous to the public, and that Brigade-
major Brownrigg’s prudent and zealous exertious are entirely
approved by His Excellency in Council.

80. I'rom C. Lusuivxcrox, Esquire, Acting Secretary to Governs
ment, Fort William, to Lieutenant-Colonel D. Ocurer-
roxr, Commanding at Lodliuna,—dated 23rd January
1810.

I nave had the honor to receive and lay before His Ex-
cellency the Vice-President in Council your dispatch No. 43,
dated the 30th ultimo,? enclosing copies of your further
correspondence with the Dewan Molkum Chund, and of a
letter to your address from the Commander of the Goorkha
force.

2. The tenor of your reply to the Dewan is entirely
approved by His Excellency the Vice-President in Council.

3. You have already been informed that your late cor-
respondence with Ummer Sing has been transmitted to Fort St.
George for the orders of the Governor-General ; in consequence,
however, of the near approach of the Goorkha troops to the
posscssions of the Sikh Chiefs under our protection, His
Excellency in Council apprehends that considerable embarrass-
ment may ensue unless the Goorkha Chief be early apprized
of the limits to which he must confine his operations in order

3 74 supra.
3 73 supra.
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to avoid interference with the possessions under the protection
of the British Government.

4. The imperfect knowledge possessed by Government of
the exact geographical situation of those places which are the
scenes of the present depredations of the Goorkhas prevents the
Vice-President in Council from defining those limits with
much precision, but His' Excellency in Council will approve
your stating to the Goorkha Chief that he cannot be permitted
to extend his conquests to the districts below the hills; and,
in the event of further discussions with Ummer Sing, you will
consider the principle above noticed as a rule for the guidance
of your conduct until you shall have been furnished with the
instructions of the Right Honorable the Governor-General.

5. It is inexpedient in every point of view that Rajah
Saheb Sing should interfere in any manner in the disputes
between Runjeet Sing and the Goorkhas. You will therefors
be pleased to intimate to Saheb Sing that if he takes any part
in the contest he will incur the displeasure of the British
Government.

6. His Excellency in Council is aware of the difficulty
which you must experience in adjusting the numerous and
vexatious claims which the restless proprietors of contiguous
land refer to your decision, and in the judgment of His
Excellency in Council the mode which you generally adopt of
advising the contending parties to consent to mutual restitu-
tion of plundered property and arbitration in the case of
disputed boundaries is the best which, considering the nature
of the Government and the habits of the people, can be
adopted.

7. His Excellency in Council deems it advisable that
you should be kept regularly informed of the state of affairs
at the Marhatta Courts; and the Resident at Delhi will
therefore be instructed to communicate to you such intelli-
gence as he may obtain of the projects and intentions of
those Durbars.

Interference
of Patidla

in disputes
between
Ranjit Singh
and the
Gurkhas.

Adjustment
of disputes

of Sikh landed
proprietors.



Attack on
Licutenant
F. S. White,
Surveyor

156 LUDHIANA AGENCY RECORDS, 1810-11. [ Cuar.

81. From A. Sgron, Esquire, Resident at Delli, to Lieutenant-
Colonel D. Ocurerronr, Commanding at Ludlianch,—
dated the 24th of January 1810,

THE cruel and wanton outrage lately committed upon
Lieutenant White while surveying the country in the vicinity
of Batindah has, no doubt, made the decepest impression
upon your mind. Whether viewed in the light of a wanton
act of barbarous aggression upon a party of inoffensive
persons, or considered in the light of a national insult from
the public nature of Lieutenant White’s then situation, I
confess it appears to me to be of the utmost importance to our
proper political influence in that quarter to evince to the Sikhs
of every rank and description that so atrocious an act of
aggression will not be suffered to take place with impunity. It
appears that the ringleader of the banditti was a person called
Bhola Sing, who is an Ukaulee, or priest, and lives at a place
called Dum-dummeh Jee in the vicinity (as I understand) of
Batindah, but that he neither professes allegiance to Rajah
Saheb Sing nor to Rajah Jeswant Sing, but acts as if he were
independent of both. It strikes me, however, that, if the
active co-operation of those Chiefs and the cordial aid of their
local exertions could be obtained, much might be effected, and
I have accordingly expressed to them my expectation that
they would exert themselves upon the occasion. I bave the
honor to transmit herewith a copy of my correspondence on
the subject with Jeswunt Sing, and a transcript of a letter
which I have addressed to Rajah Saheb Sing,! from which you
will be pleased to observe that I have candidly declared that, .
though I acted merely from myself, and without the orders
of my Government, whose instructions on the subject I had
not yet received, I did not imagine that Government would
rest contented with the poor and unsatisfactory amends of
the robbers being obliged to make restitution of the plundered
property. I was desirous of availing myself of this oppor-
tunity to lay down the principle that, according to our
notions of justice and of policy, the compelling banditti
to relinquish and restore their booty upon such occasions will

* Not traceable in the Punjab Records,
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never be deemed by us an adequate amends ; and I was
the rather desirous of making this declaration upon the
present occasion because, as it is combined with an explicit
assurance that however conformable to the general spirit
and principle of our system its application to the case in
question originates with myself, the British Government is
not committed by the measure, and in the event of its being
pleased to deem it expedient to deviate from the doctrine
which I have laid down, and to adopt a language of a
palliative and modifying nature, it will have it in its power
so to do, without inconsistency or relaxing from ite dignity.
To myself, I confess, it appears to be an occasion which
calls for high and spirited expostulation, were it only to
guard against the repetition of such atrocity in future.

2. I have only to add that I shall be very happy to be
honored with any communications from you upon this painful
but interesting subject.

82. From Licutenant-Colonel D. Ocarerronr, Commanding
at Loodeana, to C. Lvsaincron, Esquire, Secretary to
Government, Fort William=—=No. 49, dated the 30th
January 1810.

I mave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 9th instant,® and am highly gratified to learn
that the measures I adopted on receipt of Lieutenant White’s
note have been approved by His Excelleney the Vice-Pres-
ident in Council.

2. It does not appear to me that Bhola Sing was
actuated by fanaticism, but solely by the desire of plunder, in
his attack on that officer, in which, from the same motive, he
was joined by a number of the inhabitants of the neighbour-
ing villages over whom the Surdars possess very little
authority, and there cannot well be a stronger proof of
the imbecility of Rajah Sahib Singh than his suffering
such a fellow and with so small a body of troops (at the
utmost not exceeding fifty horsemen) to seize and retain one

1 76 supra. '
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of his villages, and by that means increaring the means and
power of the zemeendars to resist his authority and withhold
their rents.

8. I have ventured in a letter to the Resident at Dehli
(& copy of which will accompany this address) to offer my
opinion that the punishment and expulsion of Bhola Sing
from their districts should not only be demanded and insisted
upon, but that it should be done by themselves, unaided by
any British troops, in order to ensure their future vigilance,
and to evince that such conduct will not pass unnoticed
or unpunished by Government.,

4. It is not possible that they can with truth pretend
inability, and the trifling inconvenience it might put them to,
if they would sustain any, would perhaps be the means of
securing the safety and protection of any other officer
employed on similar service.

5. Perhaps’even on any future occasion of that nature
it might be thouzht advisable to call on the Chiefs to furnish
fifty or a hundred men each, under a proper and respectable
dependant of their own, instead of sending an escort of regular
troops.

6. Should this plan be adopted, the officer deputed on a-
survey would be at once placed under their protection and
responsibility, and those frivolous and probably ill-founded
complaints which they are accustomed to make would be
avoided.

7. The smallest detachment of British troops must
necessarily have supplies of firewood, grain, &c., and if they
will not bring them out to the camp for sale, which the
villagers often refuse, although assured of a fair price and a
protecting guard, some ground of complaint may occur, but
with a Sikh escort they turn their horses into the finest
grain fields and not a murmur is heard.

8. I have ventured to offer this opinion to the consider-
ation of His Excellency in Council under an idea that some
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future attempt may be made to survey those turbulent
districts, and I know of none more likely to be attended with
success unless the Surveyor was attended by such a force of
regulars as might defy opposition and be able to supply
themselves.

9. I have the honor to send copy and translation of a
letter received last night from a native in my employ at
Lahore in reply to some observations which I made to him
and which seem to me worthy of being communicated to His
Excellency in Council.

10. I take the liberty of requesting attention to the
last paragraph, which I have translated to the best of my
ability in the same loose manner of the original ; and I would
wish to submit to those more conversant in the language than
myself whether the writer does not mean to state that all the
preparations alluded to are defensive and the result of
apprehension and jealousy rather than hostile intentions.
My reason for so particularly soliciting attention to this
paragraph in the original is that it may bear a different

interpretation,

ENcLOSURE TO 82,
Translation of a letter from a Native at Luhore.

Ox the 25th by the hands of a Aurkarak I received your
letter mentioning that the Colonel complained of the vague
information I sometimes give, and desiring that 1 would
weigh well the intelligence I send and say how far it was
founded on truth or probable falsehood.

It is necessary that whatever I hear I should represent to
the Colonel, because such things as to me appear false may
afterwards prove true and take effect, and then I should
seem neglectful, nor can I be responsible that they will or will
not occur. (For instance) Lalla Surdaram told Futta Sing that
the Rajah’s intention was to move towards Hindoostan, and
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that he was for the present to remain and protect this
country at Umritsir, to collect his force at one spot, and to
remain prepared to march. There is no doubt that he said
this, for an agent whom I employed at Umritsir received this
information from the Parskiar of Surdaram and gave it to
me. I therefore reported it, but how can I say positively that
such a one (the Rajah) will come to Hindoostan.

In the assemblies and consultations of the Surdars an
attack on that quarter is often the subject, but on account of
a deficiency of treasure and a want of unanimity amongst
them this design has not been accomplished.

It is obvious that except Futta Sing, Allowalah, and Jodh
Sing, Ramgurriah, there is not a Surdar left, or if one remains
be is without power. The object of the Rajah -in thus
reducing them is that if he suffered them to remain in any
strength they would probably desert him in the hour of
necessity. He therefore has subdued all the ancient Chiefs
and given their lands to his own 7riskfadars or dependants,
who in case of necessity would act in obedience to his orders ;
but there cannot be the least doubt that if he had the power
he would not delay an attack. There is no one at present who
can oppose him but the British Government.

The Mabarattas, such as Dowlut Row and others, are
instigating him to commence hostilities, and he on his part
is desirous that they should begin and he would join them,
and in this latter plan the Dewan Mokum Chund coincides.
This is the present state of matters.

The Rajah is possessed of understanding and weighs well
what he undertakes. It does not therefore appear probable
that at this moment the Rajah will attempt anything.

.Although the Vakeel of Dowlut Row is come and seeks to

entice him, yet all the preparations he is making in assembling
his troops, raising battalions on the English plan and putting
his forts in a state of defence are only preparatory to that day
when he may possibly encounter the English Army.

D. OCHTERLONY.
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83. From A. Serov, Esquire, Resident at Dehli, to Lieutenant-
Oolonel D. Ocureriovr, Commanding at Ludhianeh,—
dated the 12th February 1810.

I uave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
dispatch of the 29th ultimo, on the subject of the attack made
upon Lieutenant White. I have also received your letter of
the following date, enclosing your dispatch No. 49 * to Gov-
ernment on the same interesting, though distressing, subject.

2. It would no doubt be extremely desirable to avail
ourselves, as suggested by you, of the exertions of the
friendly Sikh Chiefs for the purpose of effecting the seizure
and punishment of Bhola Sing, the ringleader of the banditti,
if, upon such an occasion, their zealous co-operation could
be depended upon. I fear, however, that, partly from the
inefficiency of their troops and partly from the character
of sanctity attached by them to that sanguinary robber, as an
Ukaulee, their unaided exertions would be inadequate to
the attainment of the object.

8. In supposing Bhola Sing to be an Ukaulee I am
not guided by mere report. I have even reason to believe
that he is one of those bloodthirsty fanatics who made
the unprovoked attack at Umritser upon the Mission to
Lahore last year during the celebration of the ceremonies
of the Mohurrum ; for, on referring to the Umritser news-
paper of the 25th February 1809, I find the name of
Bhola Sing mentioned as the ringleader of that ferocious band.
According to the information of Rajah Jeswant Sing he was
formerly in the service of Rajah Runjeet Sing, and was
dismissed on account of his tumultuous and disobedient
conduct, since when he has resided at Dumdummeh Jee,
a refractory town in the country of Rajah Sahib Sing. Ina
letter which I lately addressed to Humeer Sing, the Vackeel
at this place on the part of Rajah Sahib Sing of Putteealah,
I expressed my astonishment, concern and disappointment
both at the Rajah’s not having originally provided for
Lieutenant White’s personal security, and at his not baving
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exerted himself in apprehending the banditti. In reply, the
Vackeel acquainted me that, as Bhola Sing, after his attack
upon Lieutenant Wlite, had withdrawn first to Telwundee in
the country of Sahib Sing, and then to a strong independ-
ent place called Mukootsur, in the vicinity of the troops
of Mohkum Chund, Runjeet’s Dewan, it was not in
the power of his master (Rajah Sahib Sing) to punish
that robber. The Vackeel further recommends that, in the
event of its being deemed expedient to effect the punish-
ment of Bhola Sing, the necessary communication may be
made to you, and the co-operation of the other Sikh Chiefs
solicited, in order to insure success. This suggestion can
only relate to Jeswunt Sing, since, of all the friendly and
dependent Sikh Chiefs, those of Nabah and Puttccalah are
the only Surdars whose territories are situated in the vicinity
of Bhola Sing’s place of retreat. It is indced near the
south-eastern frontier of Rajah Runjeet Sing’s possessions.
But from him or his Dewan, Mohkum Chund, no active
co-operation upon this occasion could be expected.

4. 1 have deemed it necessary to enter into these details
previously to acquainting you that Government has been
pleased to authorize me, in the event of my ascertaining
that Bhola Sing has actually found refuge in Runjeet
Sing’s camp, to address a representation to that Chief requir-
ing his delivery to the authority of the British Government.
It certainly would appear from public report, as also from
the intellizence communicated to me by the Sikh Chiefs
now at Dehli, that Bhola Sing did proceed to Mohkum
Chund’s camp in the vicinity of Kotekapoora, and that
he was permitted to remain there. Still, however, previous-
ly to making the application in question I should be happy
to be informed whether you have reason to believe, from
such authentic intelligence as you may have reccived on
the subject, that this was actually the case. In the event of
its being true, I should conceive it would warrant a strong
expostulation with Runjeet Sing on the unfriendly conduct
of his Dewan towards the British Government. With
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respect to the person of Bhola Sing, as it is probable that he
is now returned to his usual habitation of Dumdumineh Jee
or Mukootsur, it strikes me that nothing but the attack
and reduction of those places, if completely in his interest
or under his influence, could be considered as adequate
satisfaction. Yet, if the united efforts of the Rajahs of
Nabah and Putteealah are in truth unable to effect this, I
really know not how, under existing circumstances, it is
to be accomplished. On being favored with your reply to this
letter, I shall address Government finally on the subject,
which I consider as a matter of infinite importance to the
name and credit of the British Government in this quarter.

P. 8.—1 have the pleasure to transmit a copy of my
correspondence with Humeer Sing, the Vackeel of Puttecalah,
referred to in the Srd paragraph of this dispatch.

84. From Licutenant-Colonel D. OcrrERLONY, Commanding at
Loodecana, to A. Seron, Esquire, Resident at Dehli,—
dated the 20th of February 1810.

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
Jetter of the 12th instant,! and in consequence to send you
extracts 3 from all my Putteealah newspapers that contain any
information respecting the Ukallee, Phoola Sing, antecedent
and subsequent to his attack on Lieutenant White.

2. By these extracts it would appear that Humeer Sing
is so far warranted in his assertions that intelligence was
received there that Phoola Sing had gone to Kotekapoora, but
this circumstance is positively and peremptorily denied by
Mokum Chund’s Vakeel, and I have no means at this moment
of establishing the fact. To the assertions of the latter I am
inclined to give the most credit, but supposing the Putteealah
intelligence to be true, I take the liberty to observe that I
should still think all expostulation improper, because I conceive
it would be useless. I would not wish to be thought insen-
sible or indifferent to the atrocious conduct of Phoola Sing,

1 83 swpra.
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but I am anxious that any animadversion made by the British
Government should not be susceptible of denial, and above all
that the subject of our complaint should not be retorted on
our own protégés. Having been much in the habit of corre-
sponding with the Rajah of Lahore, I have no doubt he would
deny the fact even if true and he knew it to be so, and he
would allege its improbability on the notorious fact that
Phoola Sing was expelled from his territory and the lands
given for his subsistence confiscated on account of his conduct
towards the British Mission, and to prove his respect for
and good-will to the British Government he would in all
probability, and in my opinion with great justice, comment
on the conduct of Rajah Sahib Sing for having suffered
a miscreant, who was universally known as the chief insti-
gator and leader of that base and sanguinary massacre, to
find an asylum in his country; and he might observe that
even if he was inadequate to the task of dispossessing him,
still it was a duty of allegiance and of gratitude to have
intimated to the officers of the British Government that
such a man had obtained a footing, and not have permitted
their first knowledge of the circumstance to have been ob-
tained by a remewal of his atrocities in the country which
they have taken under their protection.

3. There was not a Chief on this side of the Sutledge
who was ignorant of the fact and cause of his expulsion from
the Punjab, nor in all probability one who did not know of
his having gone to Dumdumajee, and to their culpable neglect
and silence on this subject I cannot help ascribing every
consequence that followed.

4. Tt is on this account more particularly, and on another
which I shall mention hereafter, that I am anxiously desirous
the seizure or expulsion of Phoola Sing should be their own
act under the orders of the British Government, and that
all the notice taken of the circumstance to the Rajah of
Lahore should be limited to an intimation that his seizure was
ordered, and it would be considered as an attention to the
British Government if he would deliver up the assassin should
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he again seek refuge in the country from which his miscon-
duct had formerly occasioned his banishment.

5. Having in recollection the massacre at Banares, I
need not observe to you, who are so intimately conversart with
the customs of Hindoostanees, how generally averse they are
to deliver up any one who has placed himself under their
protection, and how very rarely they discriminate between
the fugitives of misfortune and of crime.

6. From Runjeet our experience does not warrant us to
expect a firm and dignified refusal, but we have on the contraty
every reason to believe that he would have recourse to every
species of evasion, subterfuge and falsehood. Previously there-
fore to making any demand on the Rajah of Lahore, I should
humbly conceive it would be advisable to ascertain how far
the Right Hon'ble the Governor-General in Courcil would,
under present circumstances, deem it expedient to make a
peremptory demand with ouly the alternative of the delivery
of his person or war; for, if we are to rest satisfied with such
falsehood and evasions as he will not hesitate to adopt, and
which he considers merely as political finesse, I cannot help
thinking it would be better it were never made.

7. 1 have entered into this long discussion because I
couceive it by no means improbable that Phoola Sing, though
at this moment at Tulwandy or Dumdumajee, might on the
advance of a British detachment in that direction again solicit
the protection of the Rajah of Lahore; and it seems to me very
desirable that, before we attach a great importance to what is
past, every possible consequence should be maturely weighed,
and if in the opinion of Government a rupture with Runjeet
is rather to be desired than avoided, there is no doubt we
cannot insist too strongly on the delivery of Phoola Sing
should he fly to him for protection, but, if a demand is made
which is not to be enforced by arms, it will in my opinion be
only to afford him a cause for triumph in the success of his
system of falsehood and prevarication and to awaken a jealousy
which, if not entirely subsided, seems to have lost much of its
violence,
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8. I bave ventured to submit this subject to your
consideration as it appears to affect our external relations. It
now only remains to point out such circumstances as appear
to have an effect on the minds or dispositions of the Chiefs
under our protection, to elucidate which I shall transmit
accompanying such accounts as I have received of the
strength, situation and sanctity of Dumdumajee, in which
Phoola Sing is now said to have taken refuge.

9. I must, however, beg leave to refer you for geograph-
ical information to Licutenant White, who, having becn
at or near the spot, can point out the exact site of this
place and will determine its distance from the military posts
of Kurnaul, Hansie or Loodeana.

10, Dumdumajee is situated about a coss from Tul-
wandy, and is, from what cause I know not, considered a sacred
place by the Sikhs, where there are seldom less than from three
to five hundred Ukalies, and it is I imagine from this
circumstance that the event of Phoola Sing having arrived
there was never mentioned by Rajah Sahib Sing or by any of
the many Chiefs or their Vakeels who have been in attendance
during my command at Loodeana; and from this ineident I
draw the conclusion that an attack om this nest of fanaties
would not only be unsupported, but would in all probability
be covsidered as a sacrilege for which our protection and
friendship would be but an inadequate equivalent, and would
in fact render them decidedly hostile to our Government if we
should ever have occasion for their services. It is necessary,
bowever, to state that this is merely conjecture and is only
mentioned in the idea that you may be able, without sceming
to have a doubt, to ascertain the sentiments of the Chiefs now
at Dchlie as to an attack by us on this sanctuary.

11. These observations and remarks, suggested by yous
letter of the 12th instant, I have thought it my duty to com-
municate without reserve, and I feel persuaded that, although
they may not appear to you so well founded or so important as
they seem to my mind, you will pardon an excess of caution
at this moment, when it seems so desirable to conciliate every
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Native power and to eradicate as much as possible the too
prevalent opinion that we grasp at every pretext to augment
our territory and extend our dominion,

12. In’'my communications on this subject with Rajah
Sahib’Sing I have expressed myself very candidly of his great
neglect and inattention, but I have never seemed to consider
the whole blame to rest with him, and it will appear from the
extract of intelligence ! which I have the honor to transmit
that it never appears he was unable to resist the encroachment
of this villain, but that his forbearance either proceeded from
his idiot imbecility or his fanaticism.

85. From A. Seron, Esquire, Resident at Dehli, to Lieuten-
ant-Colonel D. Ocnrgrronr, Commanding at Ludli-
aneh,—dated the 23rd of February 1810,

With reference to my letter of the 12th instant ? to your
address, on the subject of the attack made upon Lieuten-
ant White in the month of December last, I have now the
honor to acquaint you that, in conformity to my urgent
suggestions, the three Sikh Chiefs now at Dehli, v:z., Bhye
Laul Sing, Rajah Bhaug Sing and Rajah Jeswunt Sing, have
agreed to unite their joint efforts to those of Rajah Sahib
Sing of Putteealah for the purpose of seizing and bringing to
punishment Bhola Sing, the ringleader of the gang of banditti
by whom the outrage in question was committed, and that
Humeer Sing, the Vackeel at this place on the part of Rajah
Sahib Sing, has engaged for the hearty co-operation of his
master in this most necessary exertion. From the Rajah
himself I have not heard since the plan has been determined
upon, but his Vackeel entertains no doubt of his entering
heartily into the cause. I am aware that from himself,
in consequence of the imbecility of his character, nothing
is to be expected. But I trust that those who have the

1 Not traceable in the Punjab Records.
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management of his affairs will see the necessity of exerting
themselves upon the occasion.

2. If the joint endeavors of those Chiefs be exerted, I
have no doubt of their success; and, as the Rajah of Putteea-
lah has a direct and evident interest in the result, since it
would re-establish his authority in a part of his country
where it is not at present acknowledged, I should hope that
real co-operation may be expected from the persons who have
the management of his affairs.

3. The principal anxiety of the Chiefs appears to arise
from a fear lest the troops of Runjeet Sing stationed at or
near Kote Kapoora should assist Bhola Sing. This, however,
appears to me to be very improbable, and so I have told
them. From the enclosed copy of my correspondence with
Sahib Sing you will be pleased to observe that he lays
considerable stress upon the likelihood of the influence of the
Dewan Mobkum Chund being exercised in opposing the
plan.

4. Possibly your exerting your influence with Rajah
Sahib Sing upon this occasion and endeavoring to make him
and his advisers perceive the great advantage to that Chief
with which the plan would be attended (exclusive of the
obligation which he is under to exert himself on the grounds
of justice) would tend to secure their co-operation,

86. Intelligence relating to Raja Ransrr Sixen from the 4th to
the 10th March 1810,

Ox the 4th the Rajah came to the Fadgak and sent for
Habeeb Olla Khan, the brother-in-law of Shujah-ul-Mulk,
and Jummyet Roy, Vakeel of Nawab Mozuffer Khan, and
directed them to go and desire the Nawab to deliver over the
fort (Mooltan), and in case of refusal to inform him that he
was determined not to leave the place until subdued. Sooltan
Ali, a gunner who had about a year ago left the service of the
Surdar and had since been in the employ of the Nawab, seeing
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the distressed state of the besieged, deserted and came over to
Runjeet, who made him a present of 200 rupees and placed
him in charge of the cannon he had before. Numbers of the
Surdar’s troops, in consequence of the scarcity of provisions,
had gone into the country towards Tolumbha and Hurriana,
and Bhawulpoor, and had brought away grain and cattle, but
at the request of Gunnaish Dass, Vakeel, the cattle belonging
to the country of the Nawab were returned and orders issued
against plunder in that direction.

On the 5th the Surdars Meet Singh, Nehal Singh and
others, who in obedience to the orders of the Surdar had
pushed on their approaches, were met by the counter-ap-
proaches of the besieged, when five of the Rajah’s men were
killed and the rest fled. Originally Nawab Mozuffer Khan
offered to give Runjeet Sing two lacs of rupees and a
number of horses, with one of his sons {0 remain in his
service. The Surdar had referred this subject to Dewan
Mobkum Chund for advice, who replied that if that sum had
been taken at Utch it would have been of no consequence ;
but, as batteries have been erected and operations actually
begun, it is not advisable to return without the surrender
of the fort. It is probable that this place, which is a second
Kangra, will soon yield to your prosperous fortune, as the
enemy has but a small force and no probability of support.

On the 6th the Surdar sent Gunnaish Dass, Jummyet Roy
and Kurm Shah to the Nawab Mozuffer Khan to inform him
that His Majesty Shuja-ul-Moolk had given him the country
under his own seal; that it would be best for him to surrender,
but, if it was not agreeable to him to give the country to the
Surdar, he might deliver it over to the brother-in-law of
Shuja-ul-Moolk., The Nawab replied that the whole of the
country had been plundered, and he had not the means now to
give more than 1,25,000 rupees (which according to the usual
appreciation in Kabul was equal to five lacs of rupees), the
personal services of one of his sons and his own in the same
manner that he had formerly paid them to the King, but
that, if he had resolved on his expulsion, he was equally
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Intelligence  determined not to surrender the fort while he lived. On this

;:l‘;::';ﬁ‘ ltl(;it message the Surdar sent to the Commandants and observed

Siugh. to them angrily that, as they had now broken down a yard of
the top of the wall, they might carry the place by assault.
Jowahir Singh and others observed that, owing to the height,
an assault was still impracticable, but if he was determined
they requested him to pay the troops their arrears for
cleven months that their families may have wherewith to
subsist while they lament the loss of their relations. The
Surdar, hearing this, remained silent. Secveral of the Sikh
Surdars are jealous of the Dewan at his fomenting a quarrel
which had been nearly adjusted, and in which thousands
might probably be killed. It is also said that the Dewan
repents of his advice. Rujjub Ali Kban of the Gurh Maha-
Rajeh-Walah and his brother Sooltan Ali Khan, who were
in confinement by Runjeet Sing, have agreed to pay 15,000
rupees, and having given their sons as hostages have departed
for the purpose of fulfilling their engagements. 30,000 rupees
has been agreed for payments by Mohummud Khan, Moon-
grawalah, through his Vakeel. Mohummud Sadik had before
sent a camel, a matchlock, musket and 6 £Z¢l//ats by Gunnaish
Dass, his Vakeel, to Runjeet Sing, and this morning a
confidential servant arrived charged with the delivery of two
horses and a camel, finely ornamented, as a tribute, and fifty-
five thousand rupees in cash was agreed to be paid.

On the 7th Surdars Meet Sing, Bhrena, (sic) and Nehal
Sing, Ootarcewalah and Ghundah Sing, Saffce, were succes-
sively sent to the Dewan to say that he made no attempts to
advance the siege, and directed him to push on his approaches
that the fort might soon surrender. The Dewan said that he
was not one moment idle, but by the blessing of God it would
be shortly accomplished, and showing 6 pair of golden
bangles to his soldiers he promised any one of them a pair
who would push on the trenches, but on [that day no one
would undertake it.

On the 8th the Surdar sent Bysakha Sing into the
fort to feel their pulse; about 10 o’clock he came back and
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reported that they were willing to give 1,25,000 rupees, but
urged the plunder of the country as an excuse for their
imability to give more, on ‘which the Surdar, enraged, said
that the Vakeels had already offered two lacs and many
horses, and that from his report he considered all his people
to be swayed by bribery. This day the Dewan by large offers
and great encouragements advanced his trenches, and ladders
and other materials are preparing to storm the place. Of
four mines carried on from the city, the besieged have sprung
one, and two mines, one of the Dewan and one of Dul Sing,
Naharnah, are carried on quite close, and about 4 o’clock in the
evening the latter brought some of the bricks of the wall and
reported to the Surdar that they had got under the bastion,
and by the blessing of God everything would soon be ready.
The Surdar was much pleased and gave him 4,000 rupees for
the expense of the force, besides 5 villages, a horse, a pair
of shawls and a pair of golden bangles. Surdar Budh Sing,
Bhungee, and Nidhan Sing, Kanheya, with 5,000 horse and
foot, arrived from Umritser, and 19 wall pieces have been
received from Goojerwaul.

On the 9th Chanda Sing was dispatched to bring some
Moulvey in the confidence of Mohummud Sadik, and Choohur
Mul, kksdmutgar, is stationed with three elephants to bring in
straw and rubbish from the jungles to Mobkum Chund,
supposed for the purpose of filling the ditch, Kureem Oolah
Khan, Chief of Meerpoor near Goojrat, was killed this after-
noon by a cannon shot, and in the evening the Rajah ordered
Sewa Sing to go to all the Surdars commanding batteries
and to order them to advance during the night, and if
any were careless they must expect punishment; for as the
batteries were advancing it wa